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INTRODUCTION. 


A Society, established for the publication of historical and 
literary remains connected with the Palatine counties of 
Lancaster and Chester, could not fail to direct their early 
attention to the history of a person so illustrious by her 
birth, so reputed for the sanctity of her life, so memorable 
for her imputed miracles, and whose name is familiar to 
every inhabitant of these palatine counties as the patroness 
saint of the cathedral of the diocese. Amongst the earliest 
notices issued by the Society was an announcement of their 
intention to publish a reprint of Henry Bradshaw's Life and 
History of St. Werburgh from the very rare quarto of 
1521, printed by Pynson. That intention is now fulfilled 
by the present volume, containing the poem of which 
* Harry Braddeshaa, of Chestre Abbay, monke," is partly 
author, partly translator. 

In the “ prologe of the translatour," as he calls himself, 
he says, p. 4. 

I purpose to wryte a legende good and true 
And translate a lyfe into Englysshe doubtles ; 

and at p. 26 gives an account of the work, which he 


purposes to translate. 
For as declareth, the true Passyonary 
A boke wherin, her holy lyfe wryten is 
Whiche boke remayneth, in Chester monastery 
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I purpose by helpe of Jhesu kynge of blys 

In any wyse to reherse, any sentence amys 
But folowe the legende, and true hystory 
After an humble style, and from it lytell vary. 


These variations, be they *lytell" or much, seem to be 
founded upon histories and chronicles, which have been 
published, and are accessible to all who choose to trace 
the authorities for some of these legendary notices. 


Unto this rude werke, myne auctours these shalbe 

Fyrst the true legende, and the venerable Bede 

Mayster Alfrydus, and Wyllyam Malvysburye 

Gyrarde Polycronycon, and other mo in deed. Divo. 


The “true legende " is doubtless the “ true Passyonary " 
mentioned above, which is afterwards called the “ thrid 
Passionary ; " 


And as the history, of her lyfe doth expresse 
In a boke nominat, the thrid passionary ; p. 120. 


which also seems to have contained an account of more 
miracles than the translator was perhaps quite prepared to 
believe, or at least did not deem it quite expedient to 
publish at this time. 


To expresse all myracles, written in the place 

In a boke nominate, the thrid passionarye 

It wolde require, a longe tyme and space 

To the reders tedious, (nomervayle sothly) 

Where we omytte, to writte of them specially 

But touched in generall, unto your audience. p. 197. 


The poem is preceded by a “ Prologe in honour and laude 
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of Samte Werburge and to the prayse of the translatour 
by J. T.," whose name and profession we have been as little 
able to ascertain as was Herbert, when he first noticed this 
work. 

Of the main body of the poem then Bradshaw must be 
considered as a translator from a work,* in the Latin lan- 
guage, then remaining in the library of Chester monastery, 
called the true or third Passionary, inserting such addi- 
tional matter as he was pleased to extract from the various 
chronicles which he mentions. He was however not merely 
a translator, but an author, for the “ Prologes" to the first 
and second books, pp. 1 and 134, ** A litell orison or prayer 
to the blessed virgme Saynte Werburge," p. 205, and the 
* breve conclusion," p. 207, are certainly original composi- 
tions of Bradshaw himself, and it is not improbable that he 
was also author of chapters 21 and 22, in the second book, 
being “A breve rehersall of the myracles of Saynt Wer- 
burge after her translacion to Chestre," and“ A charitable 


* 'The author of the original work here translated is not known, nor was 
Bradshaw himself acquainted with his name, for in “ Balade to the 
auctour," published with the translation the very year in which it was con- 
cluded, is mentioned (p. 210) that ** uncertayne was his name." 

Warton observes a great translator of the lives of the Saxon Saints 
from the Saxon, in which language only they were then extant, into Latin, 
was Goscelinus, a monk of St. Austin at Canterbury, who passed from 
France into England about 1058. Among the rest were the lives of St. 
Werburgh, St. Ethelred and St. Sexburgh, most probably the legends 
which were Bradshaw's originals." This conjecture can scarcely be 
reconciled to the above assertion with regard to the original author, that 
*' uncertayne was his name.” 
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mocion and desyre to all the inhabytauntes within the 
Countie Palatine of Chestre for the monasterie." 

The poem is written in stanzas of seven lines each, of 
which the first and third, the second, fourth and fifth, and 
the sixth and seventh, rhyme with each other. To this 
arrangement there are a few exceptions; at p. 153 is a 
stanza of eight lines, of which the first and third, the second, 
fourth, fifth and seventh, the sixth and eighth, rhyme with 
each other. At pp. 115, 116, 126, are three stanzas simi- 
larly arranged, in which three cases however the last line is 
Latin. Chapters 21, 22 and 23, and two balades at pp. 211 
and 212 are all written in similar stanzas of eight lines. 

Throughout the poem, in order to produce, in reading, 
anything of rythmical intonation, the accent must be laid 
strongly upon the very last syllable of the line, even in cases 
where, according to the modern mode of pronunciation, the 
last syllable is as little dwelt upon as possible. Every 
stanza affords instances of this intonation, and it is scarcely 
necessary to refer to any particular passages, but in p. 125, 
the following illustrations may be observed, — gostly and 
remedy, parte and trinite, odour, savour, hour; body, 
clergy, verily, &c. &c. 

The Latin language was probably very familiar to our 
author, for the reader can scarcely fail to be struck with 
the frequent introduction of quaint Latinisms. At p. 150 
we find * With grace circumfulced and lyghtned was Eng- 
land.” In the same page he talks of faith enduring “ with- 
out recidivation," and in p. 152, of faith being“ remanent ;" 
we find“ promyttynge," p. 163, 166; “ facundious," p. 209, 


INTRODUCTION. vil 


210 ; * desydery," 56, and several others may be discovered 
by consulting the glossary. The greater number of these 
words it will be perceived were derived directly from the 
Latin, but not unfrequently, as is most usual in writers of 
that age, the Latinisms appear to have been introduced 
under the influence of the French language upon our own, 
rather than directly from the Latin. At p. 153, he speaks 
of St. Alban’s monastery being edified, from ed?fier ; p. 115, 
of this life being caduce ; p. 137, of the abbey of Chester 
envired with walles; baptism is written baptym, baptime ; 
convent, covent ; sautynge, from assaut; and dygne of 
dutye, from digne. The termination of the past tense, de- 
rived from the Latin participle, is of almost universal oc- 
currence, as maculate, preparate, coronate, nominat, tumu- 
late, &c. &c. 

At pp. 147, 158 and 179 are quotations from Henry of 
Huntingdon, which contain some errors ; it is as well there- 
fore to reprint them here from Savile's edition of that 


author. 


pa 147. 
Nobilitas innata tibi probitatis honorem 
Armipotens Alfrede dedit, probitasque laborem, 
Perpetuumque labor nomen, cui mixta dolori 
Gaudia semper erant ; spes semper mixta timori. 
Si modo victor eras, ad crastina bella pavebas. 
Si modo victus eras, ad crastina bella parabas. 


Jam post transactos vite regnique dolores 
Christus ei sit vera quies, sceptrumque perenne. 
Henrici Huntingdoniensis, Hist. lib. v. 
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p. 158. 
O Elfleda potens, O terror virgo virorum 
Victrix nature, nomine digna viri. 
Tu quo splendidior fieres, natura puellam, 
Te probitas fecit nomen habere viri 
Te mutare decet sed solam, nomina sexus, 
Tu regina potens, rexque trophzea parans. 
Jam nec Caesarei tantum meruere triumphi 
Caesare splendidior virgo virago vale. Ibid. 


P. 179. 
Auctor opum, vindex scelerum, largitor honorum, 
Sceptriger Edgarus regna superna petit. 
Hic alter Salomon, legum pater, orbita pacis ; 
Quod caruit bellis claruit inde magis. 
Templa Deo, templis monachos, monachis dedit agros 
Nequitiæ lapsum, justitiæque locum. Ibid. 


In the quotation from William of Malmsbury, p. 176, in the 
last line, for a" read * de." 


The first book of this poem contains an account of the 
descent of St. Werburge from four royal families, her charac- 
ter, the history of her life and those of some of her more im- 
mediate relations ; it also relates the principal circumstances 
of her death and subsequent removal and condition of her 
body. The second book is chiefly devoted to the circumstan- 
ces which connected her with the city of Chester, of which 
she was considered the patron saint. The author at p. 4 
calls her prioress and lady of the Abbey of Chester: but 


she was never so, except under the general appointment of 
Ethelred, who made her (p. 85) 
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lady ruler and presydent 
Over all the nonnes, of every monastery 
Within his realme. 


Ethelred indeed (p. 86) 


Edyfyed a collage chyrche, notable and famous 
In the subbarbes of Chester, pleasaunt and beauteous 
In honour of God, and the Baptyst Saynt Johan, 


but it does not appear that she had any authority in this 
establishment, and indeed this foundation had not any con- 
nexion with the Abbey of Chester. 

It is probable that he calls her ** Pryores" of the Abbey 
merely because she was enshrined there, and was considered 
the patroness saint of that monastery and city. 

To this imputed patronage of the city and its religious 
establishments we doubtless owe the existence of this poem ; 
for when the translator felt that as “a relygyous man, 
losynge of tyme could not him excuse, and that for avoiding 
such great folyshenes he ressolved 


Some small treatyse to wryte brevely" pes 


there can be little doubt that he was led to the choice of his 
subject from a desire to do honour to 


Blessed vyrgyn Werburge, my holy patronesse, p. 5 


indeed he acknowledges as much in his “ breve conclusion," 


The cause movyng us, this werke to begyn 

It was to avoyde, slouth and idelnes 

And most for the love, of this holy virgin 

Whiche is our sufferayn lady and patrones. p. 209. 


b 
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The reader will probably not be displeased that this 
poem should be accompanied by Warton's criticisms and 
estimate of its character, which are, therefore, here quoted 
at length. 

* Henry Bradshaw has rather larger pretensions to poeti- 
cal fame than William of Nassington, although scarcely 
deserving the name of an original writer in any respect. 
Before the year 1500 he wrote the Life of St. Werburge, a 
daughter of a King of the Mercians, in English verse. This 
poem, beside the devout deeds and passion of the poet's 
patroness saint, comprehends a variety of other subjects ; 
as a description of the kingdom of the Mercians, the lives 
of Saint Ethelred and Saint Werburge, the foundation of the 
city of Chester and a chronicle of our Kings. It is col- 
lected from Bede, Alfred of Beverley, Malmesbury, Gerardus 
Cambrensis, Higden's Polychronicon, and the Passionaries 
of the female Saints Werburgh, Ethelred and Sexburgh, 
which were kept for publie edification in the choir of our 
poets monastery. Bradshaw is not so fond of relating 
visions and miracles as his argument seems to promise. 
Although concerned with three saints, he deals more in 
plain facts than in the fictions of religious romance; and, 
on the whole, his performance is rather historical than 
legendary. This is remarkable in ag age when it was the 
fashion to turn history into legend. 

* His fabulous origm of Chester is not so much to be im- 
puted to his own want of veracity as to the authority of his 
voucher, Ranulph Higden, a celebrated chronicler, his 
countryman, and a monk of his own abbey. He supposes 
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that Chester, called by the ancient Britons Caer Lleon, or, 
the city of legions was founded by Leon gaur, a giant, 
corrupted from Leon vaur, a great legion. 


The founder of Chestre, as sayth Policronicon 

Was Lleon Gauer, a myghty stronge gyaunt 

Whiche buyided caves, and dongions many one 

No goodly buyldyng, propre ne pleasaunt — p. 148. 


he adds with equal attention to etymology, 


But the Kynge Leil, a Briton sure and valiaunt 
Was founder of Chestre, by pleasaunt buyldyng 
And of Caerleil, also named by the kynge. p. 148. 


But a greater degree of credulity would perhaps have af- 
forded him a better claim to the character of a poct ; and, 
at least we should have conceived a more advantageous 
opinion of his imagination had he been less frugal of those 
traditionary fables, in which ignorance and superstition had 
clothed every head of his argument. 

„The most splendid passage of this poem is the descrip- 
tion ofthe feast (ch. xvi. pp. 58—65) made by King Wulfer 
in the Hall of the Abbey of Ely when his daughter Wer- 
burge was admitted to the veil in that monastery ; among 
other curious anecdotes of ancient manners, the subjects of 
the tapestry with which the hall was hung, and of the songs 
sung by the minstrels on this solemn occasion, are given at 
large. 

* [f there be any merit of imagination or invention to 
which the poet has a claim in this description, it altogether 
consists in the application. The circumstances themselves 
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are faithfully copied by Bradshaw from what his own age 
actually presented. In this respect, I mean as a picture of 
ancient life, the passage is interesting, and for no other 
reason. The versification is infinitely inferior to Lydgate's 
worst manner. 

* Bale, a violent reformer, observes that our poet was a 
person remarkably pious for the times in which he flourished. 
This is an indirect satire on the monks and on the period 
which preceded the Reformation. I believe it will readily be 
granted that our author had more piety than poetry. His 
prologe contains humble professions of his inability to treat 
lofty subjects and to please light readers." 

Warton's remarks are too disparaging ; Dibdin, who gives 
an extended account of the poem, forms a higher estimate 
of Bradshaw’s merit. ‘It is presumed," he observes, 
* that his name will stand among the foremost in the list of 
the poets of the period wherein he wrote. His descriptions 
are oftentimes happy as well as minute ; and there is a tone 
of moral purity and rational piety in his thoughts, enriched 
by the legendary lore of romance that renders many pas- 
sages of his poem exceedingly interesting." 

If it is not allowed to rank Bradshaw, according to 
Dibdin's estimate, among the foremost in the list of 
poets of his period, it is unjust to place him in so low 
a rank among his cotemporaries as the severity of 
Warton seems to demand. There is a tone of moral 
principle and devotional piety so unaffectedly pervading the 
whole volume, and so easily and naturally introduced, as to 
impress the reader with the conviction that they had an 
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habitual influence upon his mind and heart, and exhibited 
themselves without an effort and almost unconsciously in all 
his expressions. "There is much strength and apparent sin- 
cerity in his numerous exhortations to piety and devotion. 
In his “charitable mocion," (ch. xxii. p. 199 et seq.) he 
urges his readers to benevolence and to the support of the 
monastery, with great power, and sets before them every 
variety of motive that could be supposed to influence persons 
under the peculiar circumstances in which each might be 
placed. He appeals to the piety of their forefathers, and 
endeavours to work upon all their passions, affections and 
emotions, upon their love and fear, gratitude and duty. 
His familiarity with the Latin langnage has been already 
noticed, and the reader can scarcely have failed to observe 
his intimate acquaintance with the sacred writings, nu- 
merous scripture personages are adduced as models and 
examples of the various virtues, which adorn the christian 
character; and the language of scripture is constantly ap- 
parent in his exhortations and descriptions, especially where 
the character and acts of St. Werburge are his subjects. 
Moral maxims and proverbs, the concentrated wisdom of 
ages, seem to have been familiar to him, and may be de- 
tected in many of his pages. If 
Manners maketh man 
Quoth William of Wykeham, 
Bradshaw observes, 
by a proverbe certan 


Good maners and conynge maken a man, p. 134. 


another of his proverbs is worth pointing out, as it exem- 
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plifies the use of the word “ lad” to signify a person of low 


degree, 
by a proverb auncyent 
A lad to wedde a lady is an inconvenyent. p. 38. 


The sententious brevity of a proverb is sometimes lost 
and weakened by adapting it to the metre of his poem; Man 
proposes, God disposes, is expanded into 


Tho mankynde prepose his mynde to fulfyll 
Yet God dysposeth all thynge at his wyll. p. 119: 


The remark of Warton is probably just, that had he had 
a greater degree of credulity he would have had a greater 
chance of being poetical; credulity indeed does not seem to 
be his failing, for though he records many miracles of St. 
Werburge and with some appearance of belief in their reality, 
it is quite clear that he omits many marvellous tales, which 
might have been supplied by the original work, but which 
would be to the “ reders tedious (no mervayle sothly)," and 
to which he was not himself quite prepared to give full cre- 
dit. It is true that he gives more, many more, than suffi- 
cient to satisfy any modern readers ; but the Reformation 
was approaching, the shadows of coming events were already 
apparent, and were exerting their almost unobserved influ- 
ence upon the feelings and opinions of the people, and Brad- 
shaw had evidently less faith in the miraculous legends of 
his monastery, than had been enjoyed by his predecessors ; 
in truth there appears to be occasionally a lurking humour 
in his description, which betrays as much disbelief in his 
own narrative, as the temper of the times, and the still lin- 
gering credulity of his cotemporaries would permit. If his 
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own good sense and the growing enfranchisement of the pe- 
riod from the bondage of superstition, and papal impositions, 
checked in him any tendency to imaginative flights and 
poetic paroxysms ; it will not be denied that he frequently 
exhibits considerable strength of expression in his language, 
and great powers i his vivid and graphic descriptions. 
A goodly specimen of railing may be found in Book I. ch. x. 
where St. Ermenylde, St. Werburge and her brothers se- 
verely rebuke Werbode for his “ grevous presumpcyon ” in 
aspiring to the hand of St. Werburge. Many of the mira- 
culous cures are described with great force; and it will be 
difficult to find, in any cotemporary author, so lively, pic- 
turesque and humorous a narrative as that of the unhappy 
geese of Wedon 


who went 
Mekely as yf they had reason naturall 
Unto her presence, 


and with 


Theyr wynges traylynge entred into the hall. p. 98, 99. 


Had his merits as a writer been less than they really are, 
his meek and humble apology for his defects, which he puts 
forth in his “ breve conclusion,” would deprecate all seve- 
rity of criticism. He had clearly not a musical ear, his ver- 
sification is not smooth and harmonious, and his naturally 
defective appreciation of rythmical intonation has been much 
exaggerated by the awkward and difficult arrangement of 
the stanza which he has adopted. With an easier metre 
his lines might have flowed with more ease and grace, and 
would have better conciliated the favour of his readers. 


XVl INTRODUCTION. 


Rugged however and harsh as his verse may be, and low 
as may be the estimation of Bradshaw as a poet, the amiable 
and pious tone of the whole poem cannot but impress the 
mind with agreeable feelings, and excite admiration and 
affection towards him as a man and a christian. 


of “Henry Bradsha, Braddshaa or Bradshaw, who calls 
himself, p. 3, “a religious man," 7. e. an ecclesiastic, nothing 
more is known than what is recorded by Anthony Wood, 
who says,“ he was born in the auncient town of Westchester, 
commonly called the city of Chester, and being much ad- 
dicted to religion and learning, when a youth, was received 
among the Benedictine monks of St. Werburgh's monastery 
in the said city. Thence at riper years he was sent to 
Gloucester college in the suburb of Oxon, where after he had 
passed his course in theology among the novices of his 
order he returned to his cell at St. Werburge and in his 
elder years wrote, De antiquitate et magnificentia urbis 
Cestric chronicon, etc. and translated from Latin into Eng- 
lish a book which he thus entitled, The life of the glorious 
Virgin St. Werburge: Also many miracles that God had 
shewed for her. London, 1521, 4to. He died in fifteen 
hundred and thirteen (5 Henry 8) and was buried in his 
monastery, leaving then behind him other matters to poste- 
rity, but the subject of which they treat I know not."— 
Athen. Oxon. edit. by Dr. Bliss, v. I. p. 18. 

The date of his death is expressly stated in “ A balade to 
the auctor," which is appended to the poem, by some un- 
known friend, and, probably, monk of the same monastery. 
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He laments the death of Bradshaw, 


a floure most riall 
Redolent in cronicles with historicall syght 
Whiche nowe is departed from this temporall lyght 
The present yere of this translacion 
M.D.XIII. of Christis incarnacion 
Cujus anime propicietur deus. p. 210. 


Of the works of Bradshaw above mentioned or alluded to, 
that * De antiquitate et magnificentia," etc., nothing 1s now 
known, but it is not improbable that some fragments dis- 
persed in various MSS. descriptive of this city may have been 
extracted from his chronicle. The life of the glorious 
virgin St. Werburge is the work which is here reprinted. 
Of the * other matters to posterity " nothing more is posi- 
tively known to us than to Wood, but Mr. Herbert was in pos- 
session of a poem, “ The lyfe of St. Radegunde,” also printed 
by Pynson, of which he says, “ although the name of the 
author or translator of this book does not decidedly appear 
on the face of it, yet on comparing it with the Life of St. 
Werburge it may readily be perceived that both were penned 
by the same person, Henry Bradshaw ; but hitherto omitted 
in every list of his works.” Typographical Antiquities, 
p. 294. 

Mr Cowper in his Summary of the life of St. Werburgh 
quotes more than once the Latin life of this lady by Bradshaw, 
and these extracts he derives from Leland's Collectanea, but 
where this collector discovered his original authority does not 
appear. Mr. Cowper is probably mistaken in ascribing the 
work to Bradshaw's own pen; it is much more probable 
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that the extracts are derived from the original chronicle 
or passionary, which Bradshaw translated into English verse, 
for he has himself distinctly stated that his poem was a 
translation from a Latin history preserved in his monastery ; 
he gives no intimation of his having written it himself, and 
it is also stated that the name of the original author was un- 
known. 


Although this work is of very great rarity, it is not so much 
so as was at one time supposed. The earliest mention of 
the book, which we have discovered, is by Maittaire, who in 
1741 inserts it in a list of books not before noticed. In 1749, 
Ames in his Typographical Antiquities, mentions the work, 
and so describes it as to leave no doubt of his having had 
a copy before him. Notwithstanding all this, Dr. Foote 
Gower in his “Sketch of Materials for the History of 
Cheshire " in 1771, doubts the existence of such a printed 
volume; and in a subsequent advertisement, arguing upon 
the evidence for and against the existence of such a work, 
adds * no possible enquiries of mine have been able to dis- 
cover the least trace of it, in any private as well as in any 
publie repository," and closes the diffieulty with the good 
humoured expression of Sir Roger de Coverly, * that much 
may be said on both sides." 

There are, however, at least five copies in existence; one 
is in the Minster Library at York, and my kind friend Mr. 
Davies informs me that it is in modern binding, that it is 
imperfect at the beginning, wanting the first 22 pages, the 
first present leaf being C. 1. on page 23, that it is otherwise 
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clean and in good preservation. It once belonged to Dr. 
Marmaduke Fothergill and in the margin of one of the 
leaves near the close of the book, appears the name of Gervas 
Clifton, to whom it had at one time probably belonged. 

Two copies are in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, one of 
which had been purchased at Warwick, July 2, 1730, by 
Mr. West, at the sale of whose books in 1773, it was bought 
by Mr. Gough, for £2. 15s. and with the other treasures of 
his collection now reposes in the Bodleian. 

The other copy belonging to the same library bears the 
autographs of former owners“ Wyllià. Watson," and“ Ri- 
chard Cartwright,” * Homfree," * William Peate," ** John, 
and Mary Seres," and on one margin appears “John . . (cut 


off.) 


So God me save he is a loute 
I put you all out of doute 
By me John Beade, draper." 


It was subsequently the property of Selden, from whom it 
passed to the Bodleian. 

A fourth copy is in the British Museum. In the sale ca- 
talogue of the books of Mr. Marten of Palgrave, in lot 196, 
was a Life of St. Werburgh, which is supposed to be the 
same copy which came into the Pearson Library, which was 
sold in 1788, (lot 2374 the Life of St. Werburgh) and was 
bought by Isaac Reed for £1. 3s. At his sale in 1807 it 
formed lot 6972, and was purchased by I. L., ?. e. I. Lochee, 
the auctioneer in King Street, Covent Garden, for £18. He 
is supposed to have purchased it for Mr. Parke, the editor 
and enlarger of Walpole’s Royal and Noble Authors, who 
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afterwards sold it for 28 guineas to Mr. Heber, who inserted 
in the volume the following note. “ This book is of the 
first order of rarity, not being in the Royal, British Museum, 
Bodleian, Spencer, Hunter, Blenheim, or Blandford collec- 
tions, indeed no other copy is known to exist in any repo- 
sitory public or private, except one in Mr. Heber's library. 
Mr. Heber paid 28 guineas to Mr. P— for his copy 10 years 
ago, a time when 5s. went further in the purchase of a 
scarce book than a pound sterling does now." This note 
upon a scrap of paper was probably intended as a commu- 
nication to some friend, perhaps to Mr. Dibdin, and, after 
having been copied for that purpose, was pasted into the 
volume as it now appears. At Mr. Heber's sale in 1834 it 
was purchased for the British Museum for £19. 5s. 

The fifth copy is probably the one stated by Herbert, in 
his edition of Ames’ Typographical Antiquities, to have been 
then in his own possession, and which is supposed to have 
passed into the hands of Mr. Woodhouse, in whose sale in 
1803 it was lot 859, and was sold to Mr. Hill, the prototype 
of Paul Pry, for £31. 10s. This gentleman’s library, rich in 
early poetry, was sold to Messrs. Longman, and Co., and 
was the foundation of their “ Bibliotheca Anglo-poetica,” 
in which this book was priced £63., and sold to Mr. Midgely, 
whose library was brought to the hammer in 1818 at Messrs. 
Saunders, when this rare volume was purchased by Mr. 
Hibbert for £42. At this gentleman’s sale it was purchased 
by Thorpe for £19. 10s., from whom it passed to the library 
of Mr Miller, the present possessor. 


INTRODUCTION. xxl 


It may be remarked that this work is the earliest, in print, 
which refers to Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester, and his dignity 
in the earldom, see pp. 181, 182. The passage was cited 
in an affidavit made in 1843 in * the Consistory Court of 
Chester," and appears in an Appendix to an appeal from 
“the Chancery Court of York, in the goods of Anne Roth- 
well Wignall, commonly called Anne Rothwell, Spinster, 
deceased, in the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty's most 
honourable Privy Council." 


The errors in this reprint that may be chargeable to the 
press occur at 
page 18, line 9, T read To, 
page 94, line 10, ha read had, 
page 99, line 15, conpassyon read compassyon, 
and page 112, last line but one, Gorrupte read Corrupte ; 
but it is to be feared that some trifling errors in transcrip- 
tion, such as kingdome for kyndome, befound for befounde, 
us for vs, would be discovered by an accurate collation. 
Pynson is not uniform m the use of his i, his y, and the in- 
sertion or omission of the final e. 
The collation of the book is thus : it commences with the 
Title-page and Wood-cut of St. Werburge, The prologe of 
J. T. and the Table of the boke, the second Title-page, with 
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the Wood-cut repeated and reiterated at the back, and. then 
follows the Poem, commencing with signature à and ending 
on & iii., the reverse bearing Pynson’s device. 


aii containing pages 1 to 14 K 95 „ ai 4 ile 
h 5 8 15— 22 I a „ 119 — 134 
c ^ 7 23 — 38 m 55 „ 135 — 142 
[uU 5 3 39 — 46 n 55 „ 143 — 158 
€ p » 47 — 62 0 35 „ 159 — 166 
f A = 63 — 70 p - „ 167 — 182 
9 5 2 71— 86 q “a » 183 — 190 
b » 2 87— 94 r* 5 „ 191 — 206 
i E 25 95 — 110 8 js „ 207 —214 


A Glossary and Index are added. 


The following genealogical tables are drawn up from 
the third chapter of the Poem, which professes to trace the 
descent of St. Werburge from four * Kynges of this lande, 
and of the riall blodde of Fraunce." Table V. has been 
compiled from the other four. They do not profess to be 
correct genealogies, nor has any attempt been made to 
reconcile the discrepancies which occur in various chronicles, 
nor even in this history. They are merely intended as aids 
to the reader by presenting to him, in a tabulur form, that 
which the author gives as narrative. 
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LA ^ 


@ Here begynneth the holy lyfe and hiltoꝛy 
of faynt werburge / vezy frutefull 
to? all chriſten people 
fo rede. 


(FS). 
za 


¶ The pꝛologe of J. C. in the honour a laude of faint 
Merburge / and to the pꝛayle of p* tranflatowr 
of the legende kolowynge. 


Honour / iope / and glorie / the toynes organicall 

E ndeles myrthes w' melodies / pꝛapſe pe all p* princes 

N couriſſhed in vertue / intact / as pure as criſtall 

R eleke to all lynners / o werburge lady maiſtres 

3| grace thou paſled / all other and in goodnes 
han thou was piefent in this mundayne Tpfe 
None was the lyke / wydowe / mayde / ne wyke 


y diuyne grace / to vs a ryche pꝛelent 

eiopce we may / in THerburge one and all 
gemme ol vertue / a virgin relplendent 

D ect of our loꝛde (in tope and bits eternall 

D urelp the is fet) to intercede and call 

Y er mouth nat cellyng / £c? them to call and crye 
A nd in her trutt / ol lynne to haue mercy 


O good lady maiſtres / declyne thy lyght afer 

And gracioullp beholde / thy ſeruaunt chaſt and pure 
Henry Badſha / ſometyme monke in Cheſter 
TAhiche only for thy loue / tone the payne and laboure 
Thy legende to tranſlate / he dyd his buly cure 
Out of latine / in Engliſſhe rude ande and vyle 
Mhiche he hath amended / with many an oꝛnate ſtyle 


tQ EN 


Alas ol Cheſtre / ye monkes haue loft a treaſure 
Henry Bꝛaadcha / the ſtyꝛpe of eloquence 
Cheſtre thou map wapyle / the deth of this floure 


So may the citezens / alas for his ablence 

Do map many other / koꝛ lacke of his lentence 

O ſwete lady Merburge / an holy Abbaſle gloꝛious 
Remembre Henry Bꝛadcha / thy leruaũt nott gracio 


In hym remapned no vice ne pꝛetfumpcion 
Cu and weath / krom hym were erpled 
Slouth ne Genus in hym had no dominion 
Auarice and alotony / he vtterly expelled 

No vice in Dp regned / his kelowes De excelled 
As clene ag criſtall / he bare thele vertues thee 
Chaſtite / obidience / and wylkull pouerte 


O cruell deth / whiche art the perfite ende 
Ol this noble clerke / and euery moꝛtall thyng 
Agaynſt the / no man may hym dekende 
Thou caufeff wo / langour / and anguillpng 
And who on this / wolde haue remembꝛyng 
owe from erth / to erth he mutt agayne 
e wolde dil pile all thynges that be mundapne. Gale. 


The table of this bote. 


Irſt the pꝛologue of the tranflatour of this litell 
trcatyfe Cap.i. 


A delcripcion of the realme of mercits of the bonnes 
and commodites of the fame Cap.ii. 


@ 4 delcripcion of the geanologie of fapnt Merburge 

and howe the delcended of iii. kynges o£ this lade / and 

ok the riall blodde ol Fraunce P Cap.iii. 
ii. 


«| 3 plapn delcripcion of the acts and chiualrp of kyng 
Penda graũtkather to fapnt Merburge / and ok his no- 
ble and vertuous pꝛogenie. Cait. 


@ Powe after the deth of kyng Peda / and of his pꝛince 
Peda his feconc fon Mulker father of fapnt WMerburge 
was elect to be kyng ok merciens. Cap. b. 


« A ipttell defcripcyon ok the noble maryage bytwene 
kyng Cdulfer and fapnt Ermenild; the kyngz doughter 
of Bent / and of the folemprite done at the fame featon 
The {prt chapitre. 


«| A bue declaracion of the holy Ipfe and conuerfacio 
of fapnt Merburge / vled in her tender vouth / aboue the 
comon cours ot nature. Cap.vii. 


Howe this ponge virgin fapnt Merburge was peft 
red of dukes and erles in mariage / and of the reatona- 
ble anfwere He gaue to them in auopdyng fuche woꝛd⸗ 
ly pleatures. Cap. ditt. 


«| Powe the kalte THerebode delyred Kynge Wulfer to 
haue his doughter Merburge ur mariage / and howe he 
graunted thervnto. Caàp.ix. 


Howe the quene fapnt Ermenild; wolde nat content 
therto /t how her bꝛetherne laynt Mulkade / and Ruftin 
were agapnít the fayd mariage. Cap. x. 


@ How the kalte Merebode complapnned vpon fapnt 


Mulkade « Ruftyn to kyng Mulker / and was tbe caute 
of their deth. Cap. xi. 


Howe kynge Ciulfer was conuerted / and tone great 
repentaunce for his offence . and by the counfell of faint 
Ceade was a deuout man / and a good benekactour to 
holy churche / and kounder of diuers places Cap. xit. 


Ok the keruent deſire a fſingular deuocion fapnt Mer 
burge had to be religious / and ok the dayly fupplicact- 
ons (De made to her father for the fame. Caàp.xiii. 


@ Ok the reafonable e meke anfwere fapnt Merburge 
gaue to her kather / whan he moued her to haue ben ma⸗ 
vied. Cap. xiiii. 


How faint Merburge was made an none at Elp att 
her defire vnder faint Audn lady and abbaſſe. Ca. xv. 


Ok the great lolemnilacion png Mulker made at y 
goltly mariage ok faynt Gderburge his dought at Ely / 
to all his louers and krendes. Cap. xvi. 


@ DE the holy pꝛokeſſion and goſtly coucrfacion fapnt 
Merburge vled at Elp t religid vnd faint Audri. xvii. 


A litell treatife of the lyfe of laynt Audꝛie abbaffe of 
Ely / a ok her holy conuerfacion ¢ great deuocion which 
Audzie was aunt and colpn to fapnt Merburge. xvüi. 


¶ A beue reherfal of the pte of faint a graũt 
iii. 


moder to faint werburge / L of her compng to Elp to her 
trtt Audrie thabbaſſe from Shepap monaſterie. c. xix. 


Howe faint Ermenild; after dethe of kynge Mulker 
was made a noune at Elp / vnder her moder Sexburge 
and Merkurge Der doughter. Cap. xx. 


€ Howe kyng Ethelrede ſepnge the holy conuerfacio 
of Merburge his nece / made her lady and pꝛeſident at 
Medon / € rentà / a Hambury. Allo by her example and 
counſel made hym a monke at Bardenep abbap. c.xxi. 


@ The holy couerfacio of kyng Lered bꝛother to fapnt 
Merburge / a howe he refufed his crowne / a was made 
a monke at Rome / c there depted a holy cotfeffour. xxii. 


Ok the goltly dewocid of fapnt Merburge a vertuo' 
gouernans of her places / and of the great humilite the 
bled to her fpllers and all creatures. Ga. xxiii. 


@ Howe at Tedd wilde gyle were pynned at her coma- 
dement / and alfo relefed & put at liberte. Carri. 


@ How a tyrande without pite was punyſched his face 
fet backe warde / and by his mekenes was reſtaured to 
helth and pꝛolperite agapne. Cap. xxv. 


@ How deuers princes kolowyng fenfualite entedyng 
to violate this virgine bp power: by mpꝛacle were put 
to conkuſion. Cap. xxvi. 


@ How fapnt Merburge gaue knowlege to her ſyſters 


of her departure / a howe He oꝛdꝛed in vertue her fapo 
monaſteries after her departure. Cap. xxvii. 


@ DE the goſtly erortacio faint Merburge made to her 
lyſters in her lekenes / and howe deuoutly the receyued 
the facrametes of holy churche afore her deth. c.xxviii. 


Ok the departure o£ faynt erburge at Creta vnto 
heuen fro this miferable lyke / x what lametacion her tp 
ffers and fubiectes made for her deth. Ca.xxix. 


@ Howe the Haburaens toke the blelled body of Mer⸗ 
burge fro Crenta by mpracle & brought it to Habury / 
and of the buriall of this virgin / and manpfolde ſignes 
Hewed of god by her merites / the fpace of ix. pere afore 
her tranſlacion. Cap. xxx. 


@ Alitel bꝛeue treatife of her hole lyke / and how fo» her 
mpꝛacles ſhewed after her deth / the couent of Hamburi 
purpoled to tratíat her body by helpe of kyng Coelrede 
reignyng in mercelande. Ca. xxxi. 


The folempne tranflacion ok this alorious virgine 
fapnt AUerburge . and of the great mpꝛacles done at the 
fame feafon by the might of god / and merite of this gra 
cious lady. Cã.xxxii. 


Howe the body ok ſapnt Merburge continued hole / 
t lubſtacial at Dambury after pe trallacion by the fpace 
ok. CC. peres / tyll the panes were comon to this lande / 
oꝛ it fell a refolucd was vnto powder. Cap. xxxiii. 
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Here foloweth the lyfe of the gloꝛy⸗ 
ous virgyn fapnt werburge / alto 
many miracles that god hath 
chewed fo» ber/& kyꝛſt the 
pꝛologe of the au- 
ctour. 
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¶ Che prologe of the trantlatour of this lytell werke y 
lyfe of faynt Herburge. 


e 4 Oa Phebus had roũe his cours t ſagittari 
And Capricorne entred a france retrograt 
Ampddes Xocccbre / pe apre colde a kroſty 
: And pale Lucrna the erthe dyd diumynat 
i J role bp chortly /fro my cubycle preparat 
diboute myduyght and caſt in myne intent 
How 3 mygbt ſpende the tyme conuenpent. 


4 called onto mynde the great vnſtedkaſtnes 

Ok this wretched worlde / not by cours of nature 
How there be brought ſome men to bufpnes 
Oppreſled with pouerte langour and opfpleafure 
Some other eralted / to Celycyte and pleafurc 

The maker of mankynde moſt in maieſte 

Ruleth all at his wyll / it may non other be. 


Beholde dylcretly / and le the kyrmament 
Conſpder the forc / and the morte alfo 

ITith all the planettes / and ſterres retplendent 
How they kepe the yr cours / bothe to and fro 
Euer obedyent / theyr creature nto 

And byrdes befelp lyngynge euery day 
Prayſynge theyr prymate all that they may. 


The tiit elementes / in lyke condycpon 

The kyre / the water / the ayre / and the londe 

«Dbferben theyr duty after theyr creacpon 

And burum ben / and euer fo be fonde 

Thus euery creature as we underſtonde 
erburge d. ii. 


Dbepeth to his creature / with humplyte 
Except dyllolute man / kolowyng Centualyte. 


It man wyll remembre / how he was create 

To the lykenes and figure / ol god almyghty 

And fct in paradple /a place mosft del ycate 

To haue the fru cyon / ol eternall glory / 

FE not ſynne expulted hym / to the bale ol mytery 
But that he wolde enclyne / his naturall reaton 
To ſerue his maker / truely at due lealon. 


Dyuers people / haue dyuers condicions 
Compnly proued / it is euerp day 

Some let to vertu / and good diſpol pcyons 
In penaũce / praper / all that they may 
Some in contemplacpon / the tothe to fay 
Some in abſtynence / to chaſtyce the body 
And male it lubget / to the loule perkptelp. 


Some other reiopce / in fynne and pdelnes 

Some ſeruauntes to Genus / boch day and nyght 
Other to couetyſe / and worldly belpnes 

Some to deceyue / by lubtylte in ſyght 

Some vnto marchandyle / a wynnynge full ryght 
Some kerekull and tymerous / without audacpte 
Some adde and fobre / and ok great graupte. 


Many haue pleature to ſpeke of rybaudry 

Some ot kyghtynge / braulynge / and actes marcpall 
Other to flater / and paynt the company 

Some to tye bytwene the cuppe and the wall 
Some to blaſpheme / and dyllemble withall 


To backbyte and ſclaũder / by malyce and enbp 
Some to cxtorcyon / thekte and playne robry. 


Chus after kraylte / and ſundry compleccyons 
Dyuers men dpuers in lyuynge there be 
Dyſpoſed by a contrary dylpol cyon 

Some vnto vertue / ſome onto vanpte 

Manp maners of people / now we map fe 
Mauerynge in the worlde / without qupetnes 
As a hyp by tempeſt / is drpuen doubtles. 


TUhan J reuolued / with due circumſtaunce 
The dpuers maners / and mutabylpte 

Ok worldly people / and the great varpaunce 
And how this lyke / is ol no fuerte 

Now in great langour / now in prolperpte 
Het after out merpte / we thal be ture 

To be rewarded / at our departure. 


Than to vertuous labours / we chulde apply 
And ſpende not our tyme / all in ydlenes 
For as a byrde is made / by nature to fly 
Ryght fo we ſhulde vle / ſome good bulynes 
To out foule helthe / with great mekenes 
For tyme eupl ſpende in labours vapne 

Js harde to be well / recouered agayne 


But now ſyth J am /a relygyous man 

For loſynge of tyme / can not me excute 

Cherfore J purpofe / to do as J can 

All ſuche polenes / whylom to refute 

Tlith the grace ol god / the tyme for to vle 
Cdierburge. 


atu 


Some fmall trcatyfe/to wryte breuely 
To the compn vulgares theyr mynde to fatyfty. 


To delcrybe Hye hyſtorpes / J dare not be fo bolde 
Syth it is a mater / for clerkes conuenyent 

As of the. vii. aeges and of our parentes olde 
Or of the. wit. empyres / whylom moott excellent 
KRnowynge my lernpnge therto tnfutfycpent 
As for bawdy balades / pe fall haue none of me 
To excyte lyght hertes to pleafure and banpte. 


But now in auoydynge / ſuche great kolptſhenes 

J purpole to wryte a legende good and true 

And tranflate a lyfe / into Engiyſſhe doubtles 

J meane the fpoufe / ot our lorde Jhelu 

Bleſſed laynt Merburge / replete with vertue 

A noble prynces borne /a vyrgyne pure and gloryous 
After an holy mon vall / and an abbelle gracyous. 


In the abbay of Cheſtre / He is chryned rychely 
Prpores and lady / ol that holy place 

The chyet protectryce /of the fayd monaſtery 
Longe before the conqueſt by deuyne grace 
Protectryce of the Cytee / the is and euer was 
Called ſpecyall prymate / and pryncppall preſpdent 
There rulynge vnder / our lorde omnppotent. 


And yk Junworthy / begynne this lytell werke 
J prape all the reders / mekely ol pardon 

To correcke and amende / ſyth Jam no clerke 
Excuſe my ignoraunce / and take the entencyon 
My wip nde is to ſhewe / her lyke and deuocyon 


That cuerp man and woman /enfample mape take 
At this pure vyrgyn / lynne to korlake. 


And ſyth that (Dc is in blyffc now glorykyed 

It were no tcaton / her name be had in lcylence 

But to the people / her name be magnykped 

To her laude and prayle / honour and reuerence 

Her parentes and bretherne / y* floures of experpence 
Haue ben kepte in clofe /fecrete many a day 
Uherkore J purpofc / ſomwhat of them to fay. 


Fyrſt Jentende / to make plapne delcrypcpon 

Ol her Fathers kyngedome the realme o£ Mercpens 
How longe it endured / under his tuycyon 

Under how many kynges it had prehempnens 

Alfo of her petygre / the noble excellence 

For fo many ſayntes / ot one kynred certapne 

Is barbe to be kounde / in all the worlde agayne. 


Unto this rude werke / myne auctours these ſhalbe 
Fyrſt the true legende / and the venerable Bede 
Maplter Alkrpdus and Apllyam Maluytburpe 
Gprarde / Polycronycon / and other mo in deed 
Now glor vous god / graunt me to procede 

Blelſled vyrgyn Nerburge / my holy patroneſle 
Helpe me to endyte / J prape the fwcte mapſtrelle. 


@ A delcrypcyon of the realme of Mercpens / okt bondes 
and commodptes of the lame. 


The pere of our Saupoure / by fult cumpulacpon 
Foure hüdred / nyne a kourtp frome his natiuite 
cderburge. d. titt. 


As venerable Bede / maketh declaracyon 

Duke Hengyſt came to this lande in great ropalte 
ith Sarons / Angles / Jutes / thre people myghtye 
3ocíyrco by Gortyger / than kynge of Brytons 
Came to dekende / kro greuous oppreſſpons. 


Alco the peres of our bleſled faupoure 

Spre hundreth foure ſcore and nyne exprelle 

The Brytons were expulled / lo layth myne auctoure 
From Englande to walles / with great wretchydnes 
In Englande than ruled / leuen kynges doubtles 
Cbote names we purpole / to ſhewe with lycens 
But pryncypallp / ol the kingdome of Mercpens. 


The kyrſt realme ol Saxons / began in Kent 

The pere o£ grace / koure hundreth kyue and kykty 
(Ahere duke Engyſtus / in honour excellent 

Mith ſceptre and crowne / kyrſt repgned ropally 
The ſeconde was Southlex / layth the hyſtory 
Uher Adla and Ella / repgned tutt ryght 

Ahiche realme endured / but Hort tyme in myght. 


The thprde was ett farons/ famous and myghty 
here kyrſt reygned Kynge Cerdicus 

Che pete o£ out lorde / kyue hundreth one and twenty 
Ahiche realme by proceſſe / and power vyctor pous 
Subdued all other / to hym full memorous 

The pryncppall Cytees ot his regalyte 

Caere in olde ſeaſon / Ayncheſter and Salelburpe. 


The fourth was Eſtlex / where duke Erchenwyn 
Fyrſt reygned kynge / hauynge dom nacyon 


By the Kynge of fi erfetanbe/brougbt ofte to rupne 
The chyel Cytee was Colcheſter / of his domynyon 
Aifo of ec Englande / was the kylth kyngdome 

Ahe re Citta crowned / had kyrſt the tufferaynte 

Ol Northkolke and Southkolke / knowen in certaynte. 


The tyrthe was the kyngdome of Merflande 

Cibere Cryda was crowned kyrſt by auctorpte 
Hauynge nyne ſhpres / obedyent to his hande 

As after ſhall appere / more euydent to be 

The ſeuenth was Morthüberlande / vnder Joa a Alle 
CUhylom dpupded / in londry kyngdomes twapne 

The chpfe Cytee was porke / wher p* kynge dyd reygne. 


The realme of Mercpens / by olde antyquyte 

As playnly declareth / Polycronycon 

Thre hundreth peres / endured in auctorpte 

Under eyghtene kynges / worthy nompnpon 
Greate ol gouernaunce of all this regyon 

TAhere Cdultev reygned / a kynge vyctorpous 
Father to laynt Tierburge / vyrgyn mooſt glorpous. 


The boudes and lorfhyppes / ol the fayd Mercpens 
As ſhewen dpuers bokes hyſtorpall 

ere large and myahty / and of great prehempnens 
here the fapo kynge repaired by power imperpall 
This realme to dylerpbe / begyn we fbalt 

At the Cytee of Cheſter / and the water ol Dee 
Bytwene Englande and wales / ol the well partye 


And fo tranſcendynge / vp towarde Shrewrpfbury 
By the water ol Sabryne / vnto Bryſtowe 


The Eeſt fee metureth / the Ceft parte truely 

The water of Champs / the louth parte doth che we 
Flowynge vnto London / wholo dothe it knowe 
The water of Humbre was on the north ſyde 
ith the water of Mertee / theyr landes to dyupde. 


Of the kore ayd ryuer / and water of Merfee 

The kynge ol Mercpens / taketh his name 

As mooſt fure dyupdent / to be had in memorye 
Mleſurpnge and metynge / the bondes with great kame 
Ok Merlee and Morthumberlande / kynges of the kame 
Bit wene chelſhyr andlacachyr the yr nigdomes certayne 
As auncpent Cron pcles delcryben it full plapne. 


The fayd myghty kyngdome / ol Mercpens dyd holde 
Manp noble Cytees / with townes and burghes ropall 
hiche Penda optayned enlarged manpkolde 

As Cheſter / Stafford / Lytchekelde / Couttre memorall 
Lyncolne and Huntyngdon / Northampton withall 
Leyceſter and Derby / Cambrpoge and Oxonkorde 
orcheſter and Bryſtowe / with other mo a Herforde 


Many ropall ryuers / were contepned in the fame 
Aith funbry kyndes of kylſhes / lwete and delycyous 
It were tedyous to ſhewe /of them the dyuers name 
In ryuers and in pooles / lwymmpnge kull plentuous 
Allo forettes / parkes / chales large and beauteous 

And all beeſtes of venery / pleafaunt for a kynge 

To cours at lyberte / bekound there paſturpnge 


«fo this ropall realme / holdeth as we kynde 
Habundaunce of kruptes / plefaunt and profptable 


Great plente of cornes / and graynes of euery kynde 
TUith hylles / valeys / paſtures / comly and delectable 
The sople and glebe / is fet plentuous and comendable 
In all pleataunt pꝛopurtes / no part of all this lande 
Map be compared / to this forefayd Merlelande. 


The people of Mlercyens / the trouthe yt we dare faye 
Lordes / barons / knyghtes / with all the comunete 

In mutture and in batapyle / euer the pꝛyce haue they 
The kynges grace to ſerue / mooſt balpant in artylere 
n all actes Marcyall / euer haupnge the vyctorye 
Cito herte / mynde and harneys / redy day and nyght 
Thepꝛ enempes to lubdue / by power mayne a myght. 


ur 


Ik they be well ordꝛed / vnder a fure capptayne 

And tet to fuche bulyneſle / theyꝛ honour to auaunce 
The tzwumph they optapne / knowen it is certayne 

In Enaglade and Scotlande / a in the realme of Fraũce 
Fewe of them haue coũtred / by manhode a balcauce 
Great nombre of enempes / with knyghthode a polycy 
Te meane them moott ſpecpall / in the Cee party. 


Many other commodptes / plealures and pꝛoprytes 
This fayo realme / holdeth of olde antyqupte 

In ropaltes and lordſhyppes / landes and lybertes 
Honourably dylated / in woꝛchyp and pol yce 
Flourpnge in wyfedome / honours and chpualre 
Gerytyed by kynge Olla / moot myghty and excellent 
Pꝛoued in his actes / by plapne experyment 


This «Dtfa ſubdued / in hyſtory as is founde 
The kynge of Ueſtlaxons / MNoꝛthumberlande a Rent 


Dꝛoue Bꝛptons to wales / out of this lande 

And made a depe dytche / kor a fure dyuydent 
Bytwene Englande and ales / a to this day pꝛelente 
Is called dytche Olla / ſo that no Bꝛyton 

On payne of punpſſhement / ſhulde entre this regpon. 


KRynge Offa trãtlated / as faptb Polycronycon 

By mygbty power / the fee of Canterbury 

Unto Lychefelde chyrche / with famous oblacyon 

For euer to contynu / conkyrmed by auctorpte 

Alfo he kounded / lapnt Albans monaſterpe 

Fyrſt of deuocyon / to Rome gaue Peter peris 

Thus ropall ſomtyme / was the realme of Mercpens. 


¶ A deſcaypcvon of the Geanalogy of fapnt Aerburge 
and how fhe defcended of koure kynges of this lande /a 
of the royall blode of Fraunce. 

@ Regnum Merc. ex pte pris. 


Tat noble prynces / the doughter of Spon 
The floure of vertu / and vyrgyn gloꝛpous 
Bleſled Saynt Merburge / kull of deuocyon 
Deſcended by auncetry / and tytle kamous 

Ol koure myghty kynges / noble and vyctoꝛpous 
Re ynynge in this lande / by true fucceffpon 

As her lypke hyſtoꝛpall / maketh declaracpon. 


The pere of our lorde / krome the natyuyte 

Fypue hundreth.xiiii. and allo. iii. lcore 

Chan Auſtyn was lende / krome laynt Gregorye 
To concert this regyon / vnto our faupoure 

The noble kinge Cꝛpda / than reygned with honoure 


Cipon the mercyens / whiche kynge was father 
into kynge Cipbba / and Quadꝛiburge his Cyfter. 


Chis Cüybba gate Penda / kynge of mercyens 

CUbhiche Penda subdued / kyue kynges of this regyon 

Re pgnyge thyꝛty pere / in worchyp and reuerens 

Tas gꝛauntkather to Merburge / by lynyall ſucceſſyon 
By his quene Kynelwith / had a noble generacyon 
Fyue valeant pꝛynces / Penda and kynge Mulker / 
Bynge Ethelred / laint Marceyl / laint marwalde t fere. 


And two holy doughters / bleſled and vertuous 
&xaynt Keneburge / and fapnt Lene wyde the vyrgyn 
CUhiche ladyes were buryed/ full memorous 

At peturborowe abbay / and now there lyen in chꝛyne 
The layd kynge Ethelrede / by fufferaunce deupne 
Hada pꝛynce Cochede / whiche after reygned kynge 
That traflated Merburge / the. x. pere of her buzpenge. 


Sapnt Merwalde ſpecykped / vncle cofatnt Merburge 

By his quene faint Exmeberge a paces doughter of ket 

Gate. iii. holy vyrgyns / laint myldꝛed ¢ faint mylburge 

Saynt Mylgyde the thyꝛde / ol vertu cquypolent 

CUith a fone Mereum / whiche frome the holy facrantet 
Ol baptym was taken / by mpracle expreſle 

To the blys of heuen / to reygne there endeleſſe. 


The ſeconde fone of Penda / we meane kynge Mulkere 
A noble balpant pꝛynce / by lynpall optcent 
Reygnynge vpon the Mercyens with ropalte a power 
Mazped fapnt Ermenplde / pe kynges doughter of kent 
Cere throughe the grace of god omnypotent 


They had kayꝛe yſlue /fapnt Merburge /fapnt Kenrede 
Sa ynt wulkade / lapnt Ruftpn / in ſtory as we rede. 


@ Regnum Noꝛthumbꝛoꝛum / 
Ex parte mates. 


Che ſecõde realme of Who faynt Merburge dyd descede 
Cas of fapnt Edwyn / kynge of Moꝛthumberlande 
Cabiche marped Quadꝛpburge / his ryghtes to dekende 
Doughter of (ipsa kynge of Meꝛllande 

Byt wene them delcended / as we vnderſtande 

Two comlyp pꝛynces / the kyrſt we call Cadlꝛyde 

The ſecõde fone in bataple Mayne was named Ollꝛpde 


Kynge Cadkepde gate Heꝛeꝛyc yr was kynge of Deiram 

This Heꝛeꝛpc by Beoꝛĩ wyde his que ne fayre a fre 

Had ſaynt Hylde the abbeſſe / laynt Bede layth ye lame 
Lady alfo foundꝛeſle / ot the abbay ol CUAhytbye 

This ſayd kynge Heꝛeꝛyc / had another lady 

The quene of cett Englãde / laynt Heꝛyl with the hyght 
Mother to ſaynt Sexburge / a thre other ladies bꝛyght. 


This holy Sexburge / full of grace and goodnes 

as maꝛped to Ercombert / a noble kynge ol Kent 

Byt wyx them descended / a precpous ryches 

Che bleſlyd Ermenylde / humble and pacyent 

CUbhiche kor her vertue / was maꝛped full excellent 

To Cdulfer kynge ol Merciens / with great solempnyte 
And mother was to Merburge / a ficte dou of chaltite 


@ Regnum Eſtangloꝛum / 
ex patte matꝛis. 


Che thyꝛde noble kyngedome / ok her parentage 

as the realme of eeſt England / whylom t great degre 
Tyt vlus kynge of the lame / vyctoꝛpous and lage 

Gate Redwald his tprft fone / a chryſten pꝛynce was he 
This Redwalde had. ii. ſones / flouzynge in chyualzpe 
The kyrſt was Kenuherus /a noble man of kame 

The feconde Corpwaldus / called by his name. 


This foresayd kynge Tytylus / had à ſeconde fone 
Called Egnicius / accepted as a martyre 

CUbiche fayd Egnicius / by lynyall pꝛogreſlyon 

Had. iii. noble prynces / that worthy euer were 

The kyrſt was called Ethel wod / ye feconde Adelhere 
The thyꝛde was faynt Anna / a kynge mooſt vertuous 
In bataple ſlapne vnryghtkully / now a martyr alorpo? 


This forfapo kynge Anna / mazped as we rede 

The holy pꝛynces Heꝛel with / kor loue and ampte 
They hada noble pilue / to encꝛeale theyre mede 

Che bleſſed Serburge / ſaynt Audꝛp ok Elye 

Saynt Ethelburge the thyꝛd / in Bꝛyges now lyeth the 
Sapnt Mithburge the. iini. p martyr fapnt Jurwyne 
And Aldulph after kynge / which regned a loge tyme. 


The lady fapnt Sexburge / eldest ol them all 

A qracpous matꝛone / enduꝛynge all her lyfe 

as maꝑped to Ercombert / y kynge ol Kent ropati 
They brought fourth a pꝛogeny / noble to dylcꝛzyue 
Che blefled Ermenylde / vertuous mayd and wyke 
TUhiche lady was mother / by grace of god almyght 
Unto bleſſed TUerburge / our conkort and our lyght. 


¶ Regnum Cancie et Francie / ex patte matꝛis. 


The. iii. mpahtt kyngdome / ot whom this royal pꝛices 
Saynt Merburge delcended / was the realme of kent 
CUbere reygned kyrst Hengyſtus / by vyctory a prowes 
TUhiche was the fourth man / by lygnage eupdent 
Pꝛocedynge fro Moden / a prynce full prepotent 

DE whom our paenptours / Angles / Jutes /c Saxons 
Lynpally ſucceded / kynges of dyuers nacyons. 


This koreſapd pꝛynce Code / as dyuers auctours ſapne 
Aas the. xv. fro Moe / by naturali pꝛogreſſpon 

Ok his eldeſt lone Sem / delcendynge plapne 

In laxons tongue deat / after ryte and cuſtome 

Not of the lygne of Japhet / by theyꝛ opynyon 
Retourne we to Hengpſt / and to his fucceffoutes 

And ſpeke of theyꝛ ropalte / to pleate the audytoures. 


Ermempcus kynge of kent / repgned with great power 
The pere of our ſaupoure / kyue hundreth kyue a thyꝛte 
Unto whome Engyſtus was great graundkather 

This ſayd kynge Ermenꝛpc / had yſlue fayre and fre 

A doughter called Ricula / which maꝛied was to lledde 
Ok Eſtlex and Mpdylſex / gouernoure and kynge 

Ok whom a mpahty kynred / by proces was compnge. 


This Ermenꝛpc gate Ethelbꝛyct full vertuous 

Uhiche kynge reygned in kent / the pere of our taupour 
Fyue hundreth kyue a kykty / a baptyled was gracyous 
By bleſſyd byſſhop Auſtyn / ol Englãde called doctour 

He was kyrſt czyſten kynge / a pꝛyncypall pꝛotectour 

Ok the kayth within this lande / and kounder was allo 


Ok dpyuers holy places / and nonaftcepcs both tow. 


This ſayd kynge Ethelbꝛyc / lor the great habundaüce 
Ok ryches and honour / was maryed lolemply 

To the pꝛynces Berta / the kynges doughter of Fraũce 
And of them pꝛoceded a vertuous progeny 

Eadburg ¢ Ethelburg faintes / whiche Ethelburg tzuly 
By Edwyne kyng of North / had. iin. prices honorable 
And. iii. holy doughters / gracyous and commendable. 


Also kynge Ethelbꝛpct / had to his cucceſſoure 

Kynge Eadbalde / in Kent reygnynge a longe ſpace 
He maꝛped lady Emma / ol kraunce the cholen floure 
And by her had yllue / laynt Ens wyde full of grace 
Allo pꝛynce Ermenned his Ceconde fone / whiche wace 
Marped to quene Dilaua / ot them dyd pꝛocede 

Two holy martyrs / Ethelbꝛpct and Etheldꝛede. 


This pꝛynce Ermenꝛed / had. iii. ladyes bꝛyght 

phe the. iii. floodes dl Paradyle / ſhynynge in vertu 
Che eldeſt of the ſyſters / laynt Ermenberge hyght 

The ſeconde faynt Ermenburge / the fpoufes of Jhetu 
The thyꝛde laynt Adeldꝛyde / all vyces dyd lubdu 

The. iii. fapnt Ermegpde / lapth theyꝛ lpues hyltoꝛpall 
Thre of them holy vyrgyns / the fourth matzone we call 


This koreſayd Eadbalde / a gouerapne mpahty kynge 
y Emma of Fraunce / had to his enherptoure 
The noble kynge Ercumbert / kull gracyous in lyuynge 
TUhiche mazped Sexburge / with woꝛshyp a honoure 
he kynges doughter of eeſt England ſpecykyed afore 
his pꝛynce loued vertue / prayer and deuocyon 
erburge bt 
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Commaũdpnge all his realme / to kepe pe fatf of Lenton. 


Ercombert. xxx. yere / regnynge in his regaly 

Had a noble pꝛogeny / in grace and all goodnes 

His pꝛynce hyght Egbꝛpct / his leconde fone Lothary 
Ahiche pꝛynce reygned but ten pere / kynge expreſle 
Lothaꝛpy ſucceded hym / raynynge.xii. peres oottbtleffe 
Allo he had two doughters / laynt Ermenylde ye quene 
The other hyght faput Erkengode / a moynes ferene, 


This lady Ermenylde / was maꝛped ropally 

To the atoreſapd Aulker / kynge o£ Mercpens 

Byt wene them defcended / kull gracpoully 

A noble argaryte / ol hye magnykycens 

A roote of Paradyſe / full o£ prehempnens 

M ooſt bleffco Merburge / the gemme of holynes 
Our lynguler luttrage / and Terre of our clerenes. 


¶ A befoppcyon ot the actes & chyualꝛy of kynge Pen⸗ 
bà graundkather to faput erburge / a ol his noble and 
vertuous yſlue and progenpe. Catt, 


T he yere of grace. vi. c. tyre and twenty 

The foretayd pꝛynce Peda / began fot to reygne 
The tenth man tro Toden / a pꝛynce in Saxony 

Sone and heyre to Apbbe / lapth mpne auctour plapne 
Fykty peres of aege / that tyme he was certapne 

CUhan he was kyrſt crowned / kynge ol Mercpens 
Thyꝛty veres he reygned / with great reuerens. 


Fpue kynges in batayle / this Penda dyd lubdue 
Saintes Edwyn a Ol wald / kynges ol Moꝛthüberlade 


Cit) Sygebert / Egnycius / and Anna full of vertu 
Cire noble kynges / regnynge in eeſt Englande 
Cath helpe of Bꝛytones / by Bede we vnderſtande 
Dylated his regyon / with woꝛſhyp and honoures 
mMoche more than dyd / any ol his predeceſſoures. 


He marped Kenelwith / a lady fayre and bꝛyght 

And by her had plue/a goodly gene racyon 

Peada his pꝛynce / Gulter a noble knyght 

Sa put Ethelred / and Merwalde full of deuocyon 
Also ſaynt Mertellyn / ot holy conucrfacyon 
Sapnt Geneburge / also fapnt Benelwyde 

Auntes to ſapnt Merburge / upon the fathers Cyode. 


Cine of his chyldꝛen / as we vnderstande 

Pꝛynce Peada / Kyneburge / and Ethelrede 

He marped with Ol wy / Kynge of Moꝛthumberlande 
To. iii. of his yſlue / kor loue and kor mede 

Aulfer and Merwalde / the ſtoꝛy layth in dede 
ere marped vnto / the ropall blode of Kent 

To Ermenylde and Domueue / two ladpes excellent. 


Soone after by grace / the myddyll parte of Mercpens 
Under pꝛynce Peada / were baptyled euezy chone 
TUhiche Prada marped / Elflede with reuerens 
Doughter onto Ol wy / kynge of the Moꝛth regyon 
Penda therto graunted / without contradyccyon 
Ander a kre lycence / his people were at lyberte 
Mithin all his regyon / baptyfep for to be. 


alfo pꝛynce Alkryde / lone to kynge Ol wy 
Mlarped fapnt Keneburge / ſyſter to pꝛynce Peada 
erburge b. ii. 


Mhiche fapd Peada / bought from the noꝛth party 
Foure holy pꝛeeſtes / Ced / Beccy / and Adda 

To pꝛeche to his people / the fourth was Mupna 
TUbiche. iii. felden feated/ day / nyght noꝛ tyme 

To conuert the people vnto chꝛpſtes doctryne. 


Kynge penda contented / as afore is ſayd 

And permptted doctours / to pꝛeche in euery place 
Thꝛughout his realme / and neuer it denaped 

To baptytc his twhgectes / by kayth and gholtly grace 
He ayded them with focout / and helpe in that cafe 
That wolde be conuerted for theyꝛ lynguler mede 
As ſayth myne auctour / the venerable Bede. 


But by the temptacyon / ot our ghoſtly enemy 

This ſayd kynge Penda / this vyctoꝛyous knyght 

Ok val yaunt men in armure / rayted a great company 
And to the Noꝛth partyes went / purpolynge to kyght 
And cruelty to (ec / by power / mayne / and myght 
The foꝛeſaid kynge Ol wy / as he afore had Mayne 
Sapt Otwalde his bꝛother / kynge and martyꝛ plapne. 


S hoꝛtly was koꝛgoten / the kauour of his aftynyte 

That fully was cotracte / bytwene thele kynges twapne 
Jopned at the marpages / ot theyꝛ chyldꝛen thee 

Euer to have endured / in loue bp reaſon playne 

pet Olwy offered Penda / many ryche gyktes certayne 
To auoyde his malyce / and koꝛ to kepe the peas 

Mhiche Penda refuted / replete with wyckednes. 


Bytwene thete.ii.kynges / was a ſtröge myghty batell 
Not ferte from poꝛke / ny the flood of Uynwed 


In the regyon of Leedes / where by fortune cruell 
Rynge Penda peꝛyſſhed / a carefully was teed 
And. xxx. dukes with hym / were (lapne and lekte deed 
The kynge Ol wp offered gladly / with good entent 
His ponge doughter Edelfled / to god omnypotent. 


He fct her for doctryne / to the abbeſle laynt Hylde 
Lady of Stre nyſhalt / now called CUhytby 

And gaue.xii.polleſſpons / a monaſtery to buylde 
TUhiche place is front poꝛke / myles thyꝛty 

He gaue great landes / to his fone in lawe Peade 

But the thyꝛde pere after / this fapo pꝛynce was flapne 
By treason of his wyke Elflede /for certayne. 


@ How after dethe of Penda a his fone pꝛynce Peada 
his feconde fone Aulker / kather to fapnt Merburge was 
clecte to be kynge of all the Mercpens. Ca. v. 


Fter that this Penda / ol Mercpens kynge 

In batayle by kynge Ol wy / cruelly was layne 
And his pꝛynce Peada / after hym thee peres repanynge 
TUas put onto deth / by his quene in certayne 
€ bcfe people of Mercyens / rebelled fore agayne 
The koꝛeſapd Ol wy / kynge of Moꝛthumberlande 
And hym refuted / as pe shall vnderstande. 


All the fapo Mercyens / by a generall countett 

Foꝛtyłyed themfelfe / with power myght and realon 

And crowned pꝛynce Aulker / as Bede doth vs tell 

with honour / woꝛchyp / and greate renowne 

Alhiche pꝛynce to kynge Penda / was the feconbe lone 

This pꝛynce was pꝛelerued / akoꝛe tyme fecretly 
TUerburge b.ttt. 


And taued bp his tubtectesfrome dethe and malady. 


This valpaunt pꝛynce / and redoubted knyght 

Kynge Gulker thus crowned / with great pꝛolperpte 
Upon the Mercyens regned / by tytle and myght 
Ahiche realme was dyuyded / whplom in partes thre 
Fpꝛſt in the THe Marches / a in the South parte truely 
The thyꝛde parte was nompnate / mydle Englonde 
Ouer them all thꝛe / he repgned as is konde. 


This ſayd kynge Gutter / in honour famous 
Clas deuoutely baptyſed / with great ſolempnyte 
By two bol y byſſhops / the bleſled Finanus 

And byſſhop Jerumannus / laythe the hyſtoꝛpe 
The kynge made a vowe /of Dye auctoꝛpte 

All temples of pools / within his regyon 

To destroy and chaunge / vnto chwiten relpgyon. 


This Aulker was polytyke / replete with wyldom 
Cipctorpous in bataple / pꝛoued by his chyualry 
His enempes oppꝛelled / by manhode and rcafon 
Subdued his aduerfarpes / and had the vyctoꝛy 
From his realme expelled / all cruell tranny 
Conquered in bataple / at Achdum ryght famous 
The kynge of (Ue Saxons / called Kenwalcus. 


Allo he ſubdued / vnto his Empyre 

The Flande Gecta / called the ple ol wyght 

And after that he had / ok it his defpre 

He gaue the ſayd vic / by tytle full ryght 

To the kynge o£ eeſt Englande / to enlarge his myght 
Ander that condycyon / that he baptyled wolde be. 


And was bis godfather / ol pure charpte 


In lykewyte as this pꝛouynce / ol Mlercyens 
CUbyplom was greateſt realme / within Englande 
Many peres contpnupnge in pꝛehempnes 

Ryght fo the ſpyꝛytualte / well knowen and kounde 
How kyue byſlhop fees / within this ſapd Rerkelande 
As at Cheſter / at Lychekelde / also at Tloꝛceſter 

Che fourth at Lyncolne / the kykth at Doꝛchester. 


Foꝛthermoꝛe after dethe /of Jerumannus 

Byſſhop of Lychkelde / Aulker the (apo kynge 
Deſpꝛed the archebyllhop / and pꝛymate Theodoꝛus 
To graunt them a bpffüop / ol holy lyupnge 

To gouerne the people / by ſpyꝛytuall techynge 

To ſhewe to his ſubiectes / the enlample of vertu 
And to pꝛeche and teche / the kapth ol Chryſt Jhelu 


This holy archebyſſop / and pꝛymate Theodoꝛus 
Deſpꝛed fapnt Cedda / ol the kynge Ol wy 

ffo) his perkeccyon / and lyuynge vertuous 

To be remoeued / to the pioupce of Mercy 
liynge Gulker was gladde / ol his comynge truly 
KRyght fo were all / the people of his realme 
Thankynge therfore / the kynge of Jeruſalem. 


Kynge Cutter graunted / to ſaynt Cedda the cökelloure 
Than byſſhop of Lychefelde / moche poſſeſſpon 

To edyky chyꝛches / vnto chꝛpſtes honoure 

But namely he gaue a certapne manſpon 

In the pꝛouynce of Lyndely / ny onto Lyncolne 
&duffycyent to ſuflyle / and well fo» to content 


Fykty ſeruauntes / ot good relygyous obedyent. 


This noble ſayd pꝛynce / and redoubted foucrapne 
Flourynge in manheed / wyledome and polpcy 
Excelled the peres / ol this realme certayne 

In perfor / koꝛtytude / and pꝛoued chyualry 
Lyberall to his feruauntes / gentyll in company 
Gracpous to the pone / and a fure pꝛotectour 

A founder ol chyꝛches / and a good benekactour. 


€ A lytell delcrypcpon of the noble marpage bytwene 
Lynge Gulker a fapnt Ermenplde pe kynges doughter 
of Kent / a of the lolẽpnyte done at ye fame feafon. Ca. vi. 


Nmeane whyle the kynge / mynded marpage 
By the futferaumce of our lode god omnppotent 
Iſſue to encreale / acoꝛdynge to his lygnage 
After hym to fuccede / kynge and pꝛelpdent 
He mynded mooſt / the kynges doughter of Kent 
Pꝛynces Ermenplde / nompnate ſhe was 
A beautekull creature / replete with great grace. 


Certaynly her kather / was called Ercomberte 

As afore is ſpecyłyed / the kynge of Kent 

Her mother Serburye/ humble in her herte 

Ok whome Ermenyplde /a lady excellent 

Lynpallp delcended / by tytle full auncpent 

Her graundkather / Edbalde kynge Ethelbꝛpctes lone 
The kyꝛst cryſten pꝛynce / ol Saxons nacpon. 


Ok koure mpahty kyngdomes / fhe is delcended 
From the ropall blode of Fraunce / also of Kent 
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Apon her fathers party / as afore is notykyed 
And on her mothers ſyde / bp tyne auncyent 
Frome the eeſt Englande famous and excellent 
Allo of Moꝛthumberlande / flourynge in honour 
Conuerted and baptyled / vnto our faupout. 


This faro Ermenylde / this floure of vertue 
Tas euer dylpoſed / from her natpuyte 

Unto the dylcyplyne / ok our lorde Jhesu 
Enlpyred with his grace / and benygnpte 
Rekuſed this woꝛlde / ryches and vanpte 

He vſed the maners / ok ladde dylpolyeyon 
Paſſynge kragyll youth / and naturall reaſon. 


Suche lynguler conkoꝛt / of vertuous doctryne 

In her lo dyd water / a pure perkyte plante 

CUhiche dayly encrealed / by fufferaumce deupne 
Merueploudp growynge in her kreſſhe and varnaunt 
Mith dyuers pꝛopꝛptes / ol grace eruberaunt 

As ſobꝛynes / dylcrecyon / and mekeneſle vyꝛgynall 
Qbedyence / graupte / and wyledome naturall. 


Euery tree o» plante / is pꝛoued eupdent 
CUbpther good o? euyll / bp erperyence full fure 
By the budde and krupte / and plealaunt delcent 
Al wete tree bꝛyngeth forth / by cours of nature 
Swete krupte and oclycyous / in taſt and verdure 
Ryaht fo Ercombert / by his quene mooſt mylde 
Bꝛought qrac; ouſly koꝛth / the fete Ermenylde. 


Dhe folowed her father / in woꝛſhyp and honoure 
As her mother Serburge / the toke imptacyon 
erburge GU 


To lyue in clennes /pretentynge in behaupour 
Her father in power / her mother in relygyon 
Humble in herte / hauynge compaffpon 
Pyteous and lyberall / where was necellpte 


Joptull to obſerue / the dedes of charyte. 


f'o:tber of her lyke / to make declaracyon 

As the true legende playnly dothe expꝛeſle 
Contpder the hyſtoꝛp / with good infpeccpon 

Ok blefled Sexburge / that noble pꝛynceſle 
The fapo conuerlacyon / and ghoſtly lweteneſſe 
That is percepued / in her holy mother 

The fame perkeccyon / was in the other. 


Neuertheleſle Ermenylde / elcape ne myght 
Moꝛldely honours / ano feculer dygnyte 

As requ pꝛed fo noble a ſtate of ryght 

Ryches / polleſſpon / namely her beauty 

But vnto marpage / compelled was the 

Ol her parentes / contrary to her entent 

To whome the was kounde / euer obedpent. 


This noble lady / by deupne pꝛoupdens 

Elected to her / a fpoufe commendable 

A val paunt pꝛynce / the kynges fone of Mercpens 
Called kynge Gulfer / kamous and honoꝛable 
Reygnynge in Mercelande / with top incomparable 
Excellynge many other / pꝛynces of this regyon 

In ryches / retynu / fortune / honour / and wyldome 


At this marpage / was moche ſolempnyte 
Der father Ercomberte / and her krendes all 


Tho pꝛynces her vncles / Egbꝛyct and Lothary 
The kynge of eeſt Englande Aldulph in Cpecyatt 
Dukes / erles / barons / and knyghtes in generall 
hiche apd company / were redy that fame day 
To worhyp the matrymony / in theyꝛ beeſt arap. 


This ropall marpage / was folempnyted 

Cath ſynguler pleatſures / ryches and ropalte 
Chey frendes colyns / redy on euerp fybc 

To do theyꝛ deuopꝛe / and ſhewe humanpte 
Nothynge wantynge / euerp thynge was plente 
Ok del ycate metes / and myghty wynes ſtronge 
Cit) mynſtrels / melody / and myꝛthes amonge. 


Chan this faye pꝛynces / relplendent in vertue 
Came vnto Mercelande / in the oꝛder of matrymony 
Than grace with good gouernaunce / dyd vyce fubdue 
Clertue was mayftres / cheke ruler and lady 

The kaythe of holy chyꝛche / dyd growe and multpply 
Relygpon encreſed / Honour and pꝛolperpte 

In euerp place pacyence / true loue and charpte. 


At the folempne ſpoulage / ot this lady bꝛyght 
Kynge Gulker pꝛompled on his kydelyte 
Errours to coꝛrecke by his wyldome and myght 
Clerelp to expell / all fectes of ydolatrye 
Frome his realme / and kulkyll by his auctoꝛpte 

he pꝛomyſe truely made / at the konte of baptyme 
he chyꝛche to conlerue / and laue it from ruyne. 


The myghty realme of Mercyens alto of Rent 
That ſeaſon were bꝛought / bothe onto vnyte 
cclerburge Cit. 


AA 


And as one kyngedome / ruled full excellent 
Thepꝛ ſubiectes and ſeruauntes / in tranqupllpte 
Kynge Cutter by his quene / had a noble pꝛogenpe 
Guilfade and Buffy / with pꝛynce Kenrede 

And Merburge / ot whome ec putpofe to pꝛocede. 


«| A bꝛeue declaracyon of the holy lyke and conuertacp- 
on of fapnt Aerburge / vled in her tender pouthe aboue 
the comyn cours of nature. Ca. vii. 


(E bleſled lady / and ropall popnees 
Delcendynge of noble / and hye parentage 
(das doughter to Aulker / the legende dothe rehers 
Hynge o£ Mercelande / and of kamous lynage 

Her mother Ermenylde / ioyned to hym in marpage 
They dwelled lomtyme /a lptell frome Stone 

At a place in Stalloꝛdeſhpꝛe / ampddes his regyon. 


Thep had bytwene them / other chyldꝛen thꝛe 
Aulkade and Ruffyn / martyes full gloꝛpous 
Synt Kenrede his pꝛynce / okt greate auctoꝛpte 
Tumplate at Rome / a confellour gracpous 

The lpues of CDefe toe / we wyll not now dyſcus 
But ſpeke of the ghoſtly / and meke conuerfacpon 
DE bleſſed CU erburge / now at this fcafon. 


for as declareth / the true Pallponary 

A boke wherin / her holy lyke wꝛyten is 
Uhiche boke remapneth / in Cheſter monaſtery 
J purpote by helpe / ot 3befu kynge of blys 

In any wyle to reherle / anp fentence amps 


But folowe the legende / and true hyttorp 
After an humble ſtyle / and from it lytell vary. 


This bleſſed TUerburge / krom her natyupte 
Folowynge the countepli / of her noble patentes 
Dyſ poled her ſelke / euer to humylpte 
Obedyent to them / with all reuerens 

Loth to dyſpleale / oꝛ make any offens 

Oꝛ dylaupet any reafonable creature 

Thus was her maner / in routhe be pe turc. 


Sadde and demure / or her countenaunce 

Stable in geſture / pꝛoued in eue place 

Sobre of her woꝛdes / all vertu to auaunce 
Humble / meke / and mylde / replete with grace 
Manp vertuous maners / in her founde there was 
And dpuers gyktes naturall / to her appꝛopꝛpate 

As was conuenpent / koꝛ £o noble a (fate. 


And as fhe encrealed / mooꝛe and more in age 

A newe plant of goodnes / in her dayly dyd lpꝛynge 
Great grace and vertue / were fet in her page 
Uherok her father / had moche merveplynge 

Her mother muled / ol this ghoſtly thynge 

To behold fo yongce / and tender a may 

From vertu to vertu / to pꝛocede euerp day. 


No merueyll it is / who fo taketh hede 

In naturall thynges / the dyuers operacyon 

Dothe not a ropall rofc / from a bꝛere pꝛocede 

Paſlynge the ſtocke / with plealaunt oplectacyon 

The fete rpuer pafleth / by due pꝛobacpon 
erburge c. in. 


His heed and kountayne / ryght fo dothe che 
Crantcende her parentes / with great benygnyte. 


And tho her bꝛetherne / delyted koꝛ to here 

ffo) theyꝛ ſoule helthe / ghoſtly exoꝛtacyon 

pet che them paſled / manykolde moꝛe clere 

In loue of our loꝛde / and mene conucrfacyon 
And tyke as Phebus / in his heuenly regyon 
Paſſed other ſtretes / ſhynynge moot pure 

So dothe this vyꝛgyn / aboue the cours of nature. 


Lordes / dukes / barons / within the kynges hall 
Meruepled on her maners / and conſtaunte fobopnes 
The plente of wyledome / and dylcrecpon withall 
In fo tender age / they neuer knewe expꝛelle 

Her mynde fo perkyte / auopdynge all ples 

But they knewe well / it pꝛetended by all reaſone 
Synguler grace and goodnes / to her compnge foone. 


Aff yꝛmynge on this wyte / yk fhe wolde contynu 

cath ſuche vertuous maner / in peres of hye dylcrecpon 
That Che Holde do honour / by the grace of Jhesu 

Unto all her kynrede / and lynguler confolacpon 

An enfaniple o£ vertu / and humplyacyon 

The yꝛ conforte / thepꝛ treture / and ſterre kull bꝛyght 

And cheke lumpnary / ſhynynge day and nyght. 


ftt in the moꝛnynge / to chrache the wolde go 
Folowynge her mother / the quene euery day 
Cit) her boke and bedes / and departe not them fro 
Here all deupne ſerupce / and her deuocyons fap 
And to our bleſſed faupout / mekely on knees pray 


Dayly hym del pꝛynge / koꝛ his endeles grace and pyte 
To kepe her frome lynne / and pꝛelerue her in chaſtyte. 


Uhere pouthe is dyſpoled / or naturall mocyon 
To dyſpoꝛtes and plealures / kull of vanyte 
This mapde was euer / ol ſadde dylpolycyon 
Conſtaunt and dylcrete / ſtyll and womanle 
Gladde in her loule / to here ſpeke of chaſtpte 
Clennes and ſobꝛenes / and ioykull £o» to here 
Ghoſtly exoꝛtacpons / to her herte mooſt dere. 


¶ How this ponge vyꝛgyn fapnt Uerburge was dety- 
red of dukes a erles in maryage / and of the ant were che 
gaue to the / in auopdynge woꝛldly pleafutes, Ca. vin. 


S tender youtbc palled / this bleffco maydyn 
Daply encreatſed / moꝛe and more in vertue 
In ghoſtly ſcyence / and vertuous dylcpplyne 
Obleruynge the doctryne / ol our loꝛde Jhelu 
Had his commaundymentes / in her herte full tru 
So that no creature / moꝛe perkyte myght be 
In vertuous gyktes (by grace) than the. 


She was replete / with gyktes naturall 

Her vylage mooſt plealaunt / kapꝛe and ampable 
Her goodly eyes / clerer than the cryſtall 

Her countenaunce comlp / fwete and commendable 
Her herte lyberall / her geſture Cauourabte 

She lptell conlyderynge thele ayftes tranlytoꝛy 
Set her kelpeyte / in chzyſt perpetually 


She hadde moche woꝛſhyp / welthe / and ryches 
cClerburge c. ini. 


Cettures / honoures / reuerence and ropalte 
The ryches Che dylpoled/ with great mekenetle 
To the pone people / with great char pte 

But her tadnes / conſtaunce / and humplyte 
Uertue / gentylnes / lo pacpent and colde 
Trantcended all Cücfe other / a thoulande kolde. 


The vertuous maners / and excellent kame 

Of this holy vyꝛgyn / redoubted fo terre 

In all this regyon / in pꝛaylynge her name 

That the nobles of this lande / wolde not dpflerre 
But with ryche apparell / and myghty power 
Came for to ſeke her / lyke as to Salomon 
Quene Saba appꝛoched / to here of his wyledome. 


Do lykewple fone came / to her ol her vertue 
Some of her fadnelle / and pꝛudent dylcrecyon 
Some for her conſtaunce / lo table and true 
Some ok her chaſtyte / and pꝛegnaunt reafon 
Some koꝛ her beaute / and kamous wyldome 
And ſome that were boꝛne / ol kynges lygnage 
Del pꝛed yl they myght / haue her in marpage. 


In beaute ampable / the was equall to Kachell 
Comparable to Sara / in kyꝛme lidelpte 

In ladnes and wyledom / Ipke to Abygaell 
Replete as Delboꝛa / with grace ol prophecy 
Cquyualent to Ruth / fhe was in Duntytyte 

In pulchꝛytude Rebecca / Ihe Hester in lolynelſle 
Lyke Judyth in vertue / and pꝛoued holyneſſe. 


The pꝛynce of Meſtlaxons / a pere of this lande 
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yllynge to haue her by way of marpage 
ith humble reuerence / as we vnderſtande 
Sapd to her there woꝛdes / wylely and lage 

O foucrayne lady / boꝛne of hye lynage 

O beautekull creature / and imperyall pꝛynces 
This is my kull mynde / chat J now rehers. 


From mp fathers realme / Hyder Jam come 
Anto our pꝛeſence / yt pe be fo content 

ith woꝛchyp and honour / and moche renowne 
In all honeſt maner / aperynge euydent 

My mynde is on you let / with loue keruent 

To haue pou in marpage / all other to foꝛſake 

Ik it be pour pleature / thus me fo? to take. 


pe ſhalbe aſured / a quene fo» to be 

yc ſhall haue ryches / woꝛſhyp / and honour 

Royall ryche appareyll / and eke the luſteraynte 
Pꝛecpous ſtones in golde / woꝛthy a kynges trefour 
Landes / rentes / and lybertees / all at your pleaſur 
Seruauntes euerp houre / pour byddynge koꝛ to do 
Cito ladpes in your chambre / to wayte on pou alfo. 


ith thefe kynde woꝛdes / the vyꝛgyn abaffBeo fore 
And with mylde countenaunce / ant wered hym agapne 
The playnes of her mynde / to reſt for euermoꝛe 
Sapenge: o noble pꝛynce / J thanke pou now certayne 
Foꝛ poure gent yll offer / ſhewed to me fo plapne 

pe be well woꝛthy / for your regatpte 

To haue a better mar page / an hundꝛeth folde than me. 


But now J ſhe we you / plapnly my true mynde 


My purpofc was neuer / marped for to be 

A loꝛde J haue cholen / redemer of mankynde 
Jhelu the leconde perfone in trynpte 

To be my ſpoute / to Thome my vpꝛgynyte 

J haue depely vowed / endurynge all my lyke 
His ſeruaunt to be / true ſpoutes and wyke. 


Therkoꝛe noble pꝛynce / hertkully J you pꝛay 
Tempte me no koꝛther / akter fuche condycyon 

T hiche am fo ſtedkaſt / and wyll be nyght and day 
Neuer for to chaunge / noꝛ make alteracyon 
Cake ve this ant were / koꝛ a fure concluſpon 
The pompte J haue made / and vowe of chaſtyte 
Endurynge my lyfe / hall neuer bꝛoken be. 


Dyuers other aſtates / came her for to aſſayle 

Made inſtaunt requeſtes / vnto this vyꝛgyn fre 

For all theyꝛ buſpneſſe/ they myght not pꝛeuaple 

So conttaunt kyꝛme a ſtable / in herte 3 mynde was the 
A mountapne oꝛ hyll / loner leue ye me 

Myght be remoeued / agaynſt the courte of nature 
Than tbc for to graunte / to ſuche worldly pleature. 


She well conſpdered / the texte of holy ſcrppture 
Capo byleueth her chaſt / koꝛ the lowe ol Jhelu 
The temple ol god / they be clypped fure 

And ſhalbe rewarded / koꝛ that noble vertu 

An hundꝛeth folde (by grace) vyces to fubdu 

And heuen fo) to haue / at theyꝛ departynge f 
hiche fhe remembꝛed wylely / aboue all thynge. 


@ How ye kalte Merbode delyꝛed kynge Cutter to haue 


CUerburae his doughter in marpage. And how pe kynge 
graunted therto. Cad. ix. 


QS afore is ſayd / whan Penda the kynge 

By fapnt Ol wy kynge / at Leedes was apne 
And Gulker his lone / the fourth pere kolowynge 
Tas baptyſed and crowned / By byſſhop Fynane 
A ſolempne boue he made / kaythkull and certapne 
All temples of ydolles / in his realme to deſtroy 
And chaunge them to chyꝛches / and newe edyky. 


The fame he pꝛompled / as he was true knyght 
TUhan that he mar ped / blelled Ermenplde 
Dꝛedynge ſoꝛe the iuſtyce / ol god almyght 

Foꝛ his fathers demerptes / vnreconſyled 

On hym to kall lodeynly / and fo be begyled 
Pꝛompfynge amendes at his conuerfyon 
Anto holy chyꝛche / with humble deuocpon. 


CUbiche kynge Aulker / as was the more pyte 

By the wycked counfepli / ot a fals knyght 
Called Aerbode / ranne ſoone in apoffaty 

ffo» a lytell whyle / wantynge perkyte lyght 

The bꝛyghtnes ol the day / was tourned to nyght 
han he gaue credence / that creature vnto 
Pꝛolongynge the actes / he pꝛompled to do. 


Ander kynge Aulker /chefe ſte warde of his hall 
Tas this falfe Merbode / ruler of euerp porte 
home the lady Genus / bought onto thꝛall 
Perſed and wounded / lo greuoully his harte 
Enflammed with loue / and with her (pip parte 


Plonget with ſoꝛowe / ſyghynge day and nyght 
The beaute ol Nerburge / moeued fo his ſyght. 


The blynde goddes Cuppde / vexed fo ſoꝛe his mynde 
ith inter yoꝛ loue / and fenfuall deſpꝛe 

Ok woꝛldely affeccyon / that reſte coude he none kynde 
His ſpyꝛyte was troubled / he bꝛenned as dothe the fyꝛe 
Apon this holy vyꝛgyn / his loue was fo entyꝛe 

To haue her in marpage / was all his intent 

That euery houre was a moneth / akter his iudgement. 


Pꝛouyded in his mynde / how that he well myght 
Enforce hym wylely / with boldyneſle and polycye 
To (pete his full entent / in maner good and ryght 
No oyfplcafutc taken / vpon his loꝛdes partye 

By this pmagpnacpon / he fell vpon his knee 

Akoꝛe his loꝛde and kynge / del yꝛynge a petycyon 
His mynde to declare / with kully grace of pardon. 


Excellent pꝛynce he ſayd / and mooſt worthy kynge 
Chat reygnes now within the realme of Englande 
flourynge in chyualry / in Honour encreaſpnge 
Tralcendynge other pꝛynces / ol this forfapd lande 
ly full intencyon / now pe Hall vnderſtande 
KRequpꝛynge pour grace / in this pooꝛe cyꝛcumſtaunce 
At mp petycyon / to take no greuaunce. 


My ſynguler good loꝛde / hertkully J vou pray 
Cath inſtaunte requeſt / and humble fupplpcacyon 
Graunte me pour doughter Cücrburge / as ye mape 
To haue her in marpage / auoydynge all trealon 
Ik your grace deny / this pꝛelent petycyon 


Dethe me behoues / kull foonc and Dattely 
My loue is fo keruent / there is no remedy. 


Stande bp Nerbode / kynge Aulker than ſayd 

Our chyke champyon / in all our chyualry 

your humble delpꝛe / ſhall not be denayd 

OF Terburge our doughter / now confent writ we 
Ik ye map optayne / her wyll and mynde truele 
Her mothers allo / onder that condycyon 

e graunt her to vou / at pour mele fugacttyon. 


Ol this gracyous ant were / a gladde man he was 
Reioyſynge in his Dette / began to conſpyꝛe 
Caſtpnge in his mynde / craktely by compas 

How he myaht optayne / to the hye emppꝛe 

And reygne after Aulter / at his owne delpyꝛe 
But tho man pꝛepoſe / god dylpoſed all 

CUbho clymbeth to hye / olten hath a fall. 


«| How the quene faynt Ermenylde wolde not cofente 
therto / a how her bꝛetherne fapnt Uulkade and Ruftyn 
were agapntt the fapd marpage. Car. 


gps this bulynelle / whan the quene had knowlege 
Namely of Uerebode / the greuous pꝛelumpcyon 
How he had moeued / thꝛught his wycked rage 

The kynge in fuche cautes / by lynguler petycyon 
And how the kynge conlented / to his lupplycacyon 
Dhe was fore greued / at this pꝛowde crafty knyght 
Called hym in pꝛelence / and Cayo thele woꝛdes ryght. 


Thou wycked tyꝛaunt / and vnkynde creature 


Folowynge thyne appetyte / and fenfualpte 
Chou cruell pagane / pꝛefumynge at thy pleature 
Blynded with ygnoꝛaunte / and inkydelyte 

TAho gaue the lycence / and fuche auctoꝛpte 

Our doughter erburge / to delpꝛe of the kynge 
Tithout our counteyll / therto conſentynge. 


Conſyder ryght well / thy kynred and pedegre 

It is well knowen / thou arte comen of nought 
Nother of duke erle / loꝛde / by auncetre 

But of vylayne people / yt it be well fought 
Agaynſt our honour / now that thou hale wꝛought 
hiche contequently / hall be to thy payne 

Foꝛ all thy labour / is ſpende in vayne. 


Thou knowes of a certayne refuted the hate 
Many a ryche marpage / within this londe 

A thoufande tymes better / than euer thou wate 
Is now oꝛels ſhalbe / by any maner konde 

Our doughter to the / Hall neuer be bonde 

Noꝛ fucbe a captyte / ſhall haue no powere 
ith kynges blode ropall / to appꝛoche it nere. 


Ander my foucrayne lode / and me alfo 

An offyccr thou arte / and of great ropalte 

To be a true ſeruaunte / now thou arte our foo 
Trped / pꝛoued / kounde kals / in eche degre 

Thou hate well delerued / to be hanged on a tre 
ffo: thy myldede / thou ſhall (cone repent 

Thy bre piefunipcyon / pꝛoude and dplobedpent. 


As for our doughter / and dere derlynge 


y the grace of god / and our aduplement 

Soone thatbe marped / to the mooſt myghty kynge 
That euer was boꝛne / and in this erth lent 

Ce meane our faupour / loꝛde omnypotent 
Aherkoꝛe thy wꝛetchydnes / wyll vpon the lyght 
Thou taynted traptour / out of our ſyght. 


Aith that fapnt NAHerburge / came into pꝛelence 
Afore her mother / and all the company 
Doynge her duty / with all due reuerenc 
Folowynge her doctryne / kull ſappently 

C ith lycence optayned / lpake euydently 

After fucbe maner / that all the audpence 
Reiopled to here / her luſtpy eloquence 


O souerapne lady / and kynges doughter dere 
y dere mother / ouer all thynge tranſptoꝛp 

O gracyous pꝛynces / and quene to kynge Gulfere 
To pour ghoſtly counteyll / do me euer apply 

As J haue pꝛompled / ryght eupdently 

To the kynge of kynges / and loꝛde celeſtyall 

4| wvyll oblerue / endurynge this lyfe moꝛtall. 


And thou kalte Merbode / kolowynge fentualyte 
J meruaple greatly / thy bye pꝛelumpcyon 

Co moeue out kather / with ſuche audacyte 
Bnowynge my mynde / ſet on relygyon 

pet £o) thy foule helthe / accepte this leſſon 

Alke mercy and grace /of my fpoufe eternall 
Lett vengeaunce ſodeynlp / vpon the do fall. 


CAher with her bꝛetherne / Mulkade and Ruffyn 


Two noble pꝛynces / mankull fadde and wyíc — 
Hore bered with peyne /thev2 hertes were within 
At this kalle ſte warde / whiche can fo deuyſe 
Agapne theyꝛ honour / to do ſuche pꝛeiudyle 

As to attempte theyꝛ father the kynge 

In fo great a mater / thep not conſentynge. 


They called Merebode / akoꝛe them all 
Sapenge thou caytyłe / who gaue the lycence 
To moeue this cauſe / ſo hy and ſpecyall 
Touchynge a lady / of luche pꝛehemynence 

A kynges doughter / or moche magnykytence 
None comparable to hym / in all this regyon 
In honour / ropalte / power / and dylcrecpon. 


And as our mother ſapd / to the bykoꝛne 

Loke well thy pꝛogenp / and all thy lynage 

A vyllayne oꝛels wers / lothly / thou was bone 
Now our dere fyſter / wolde haue in marpage 
As lemynge for a pꝛynce / ot Hye parentage 
Than for ſuche à carte / by a pꝛouerbe aucyent 
A lad to wedde a lady / is an inconuenpent. 


Therkoꝛe we charge the / vpon greuous pepne 
Moue no fuche mater / noꝛ ſpeke of it no more 
Foꝛ yt ſuche mocyon / come to bs agayne 

DE hye pꝛelumpepon / as is done afore 

Thou ſhalt repent / the caufe and dede full fore 
Now we commaunde the / no koꝛther to contrpuc 
But ccafe of ſuche buſyneſſe / in peyne of thy lpue. 


«| How the kalle Merbode complayned opor Aulkade 


and Fuſſyn to kynge Clutfare bp malyce and enuy and 
was the caufe of thepꝛ dethe. Ca. xi. 


Te wycked Merebode / the bedyll ol Belpall 
The miniſter of mylchek / a feracaut of lathanas 
Conſpderynge he was / delpyſed of them all 

And fore rebuked / koꝛ his outragyous treſpas 

He bꝛenned in enuy / as a man without grace 

Catt in his mynde / how he myght woken be 

Upon her bꝛetherne / by fome fubtylte. 


Euer from that tyme / he Tap in warte 

Sekynge occatyonis / on them to complayne 
joayiy pmagpned / with fubtyll deceyte 

Them to ſubdue / and caule to be layne 
Attendynge oportunypte / to take them in a trayne 
By the kalle entylement / ok his mapſter Belpall 
Pꝛompte to all myſcheke / as dylcpple naturall. 


In fauour of his pꝛynce / by crakte he Drm bꝛought 
(As now is in cuſtome) with kalle flatery 

Some pleate theyꝛ mapſter / and that is ryght nought 
Do dyd this erebode / by lubtyll polycy 

His vengeable mynde / was bpmfelte to magnyky 

And utterly to loſe / thele pꝛynces twapne 

M2 deſtrope bpmfelte / by mylkoꝛtune plapne. 


Lyke as Archythokell / cheke counfelour to ablalon 
Sundꝛp tymes moeued hym / onto varpaunce 
And with kynge Alluerus / in kauour was Amon 
Counſeplynge hym euer / vnto great mylchaunce 
In lyke caufe CAerbode / moeued to vengeaunce 
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as chefe counteler/to Aulker the kynge 
CUbiche bꝛought hym felfe to ſhame / and euyll endynge. 


The elder pꝛynce Aulkade / in his dylpoꝛte 

(fco haukynge / huntynge / foꝛ a pat tyme 

But onto huntynge namely / was his reforte 

Euery day in the moꝛowe / longe afore pꝛyme 

And as it koꝛtuned / vpon a tyme 

A mpabty harte repled was / courled a longe (pace 
TUbome Aulkade purtued / with plealure and folace. 


This harte fore ſtrayned / ranne koꝛ his focour 
As all deer done / ol theyꝛ pꝛopꝛyte 

To a well with water / alter his great labour 
Hym to reconkoꝛte / and the more kreſther be 
Uherby fapnt Cead / had his oꝛatoꝛpe 

Che wylde harte there lap / full lecrete and Tpit 
And tuffered this holy man / to do all his Wpll. 


This bleſſed byfiüop moeued with pyte 

Couered this ſapd harte / with bowes and leues alfo 
Put a ſmall code / aboute his necke trule 

And after commaunded hym fpcoty to go 

To the wylde woodes / whens he came kro 

His paſture to ſeke / for fapnt Cead knewe truly 

It was a Cygne kolowynge / ol fome great myferp. 


(As Bede wytnelleth) this bolp conkeſſour 
Clas bytibop of Lychekelde and Couentre 
lhiche for the loue ol our fauyour 

In wylderneſſe dwelled / all folptarpe 
Contented with kruptes / ol the wylde tree 


Mith rootes / herbes / water / for his Cuttentacyon 
Endurynge penaunce / with due contenrplacyor. 


This venerable pꝛynce / enſuynge this great harte 
Appꝛoched to his cell / with great dylygence 
Tenderly requpꝛynge / where and in what parte 
Chis harte eſcaped / ſo ferrc out of pꝛeſence 

This holy man ant wered / with all reuerence 
Boeſtes / byꝛdes / kowles / J kepe none at all 

But J knowe the inſtructour / ok thy helthe eternall. 


By this bꝛute beeſt / thou hail percepue well 
The ſacramentes of holy chyꝛche euerychone 
To encrefe thy byleue / by our ghoſtly countelt 
And fo to be baptyled / and haue rempllyon 

By dpuers bꝛute beeſtes / fo» mannes ſaluacpon 
Our loꝛde hath che wed / lecretes myſtycall 

To his electe perfones / by grace ſupernall. 


To Noe came conkoꝛte / after the great deluge 

By a douuec / bꝛyngynge a bꝛaunche of Olpue 

To the pꝛophet Help / a rauen dyd refuge 
Bꝛought hym his luſtenaunce / and laued his lyue 
Unto fapnt Euſtach / full memoꝛatpue 

Our lode appered / in a hartes lpkenes 

To whome he obe ped / gladly with mekenes. 


Ok whiche examples / pꝛynce Gulkade gladde was 

Thankynge god and faynt Cead / that he thyder come 

And ſayd holy father / kulfylled with grace 

It ye can fupplp / my inſtaunte petycyon 

That the fayd harte / myght retourne hyder foone 
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TUbiche is now in wylderneſſe / vnto our pꝛelence 
Than to pour doctryne / J wyll gyue kully credence. 


Saynt Cead onto pꝛaper / deuoutely went 

And the wylde harte / krome the wood came haſtely 
ith the corde in his necke / apperynge euydent 
And in theyꝛ pꝛelence / ode full ryght loberly 
My lone than he lapd / byleue than ſtedfaſtly 
Underſtande ye may / all thynge pollpble is 

To a kaythkull perfone / that pertptelp bpleups. 


Gulkade confoꝛted / and in the kayth probate 

Fell downe to his kete / with humble deuocyon 
Delpꝛynge baptym / to be regenerate 

Unto out ſaupour / foꝛ his ſoules ſaluacyon 
Saynt Cead blelled / the well that lealon 

And baptyled this pꝛynce / in name of the tzynyte 
TAas pꝛeeſt and godfather / for want of companpe. 


This chꝛpyſten pꝛynce / taryed with hym all nyght 
In kaſtynge / pꝛayer / and medytacyon 

And was rekreſched / naturally in cyght 

Mith bodply and ghoſtly luſtentacyon 

The next day recepued / the holy comun yon 
CTHith lycence de parted / to his father agayne 

Che harte to the koꝛeſt / recourled certayne. 


The thyꝛde day after / his other Ruflyn 

Followynge the fame harte / by deupne pꝛouydence 
Mas well inſtructed / in ghoſtly doctryne 

Baptyſed by faynt Cead / a communed with reuerence 
And as it koꝛtuned / by plapne experpence 
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Ok all the proces done / to the elder bꝛother 
All thynge dyd happe / cyabt fo to the other. 


Afore this ſeaſon / chꝛrſtes kayth mooſt gracyous 
Though this lande / was pꝛeched in euey place 

By byllhop Fynane / and Jerumannus 

TUhiche Jeruman of eet Englande / kyꝛſt byſſop was 
And with fapnt Ermenylde / came hyder by grace 
pet fully conuerted / was not Merlee regyon 

Clene frome poolatry / vnto this feafon. 


Chee foꝛſapd pꝛynces / conuerted newly 

By bleſled Cead / to chꝛyſten relygyon 

Dayly to hym retorted / koꝛ counteyll ghoſtly 

To encreace in vertue / and holy perkeccyon 
Cit) lycence pꝛetended they wolde togyder come 
Cinto his oꝛatoꝛp / from the kynges hall 

Under colour ot Huntynge / as they dyd it call. 


And as it is wꝛyten / in holy lerypture 

Aholo is a ſure frende / loueth ſtedkaſtly 

And who is enemp / putteth dylygent cure 
Myſchete to accomplyſſhe / mooſt ſtudyoully 

The kalle Aerebode lulpectynge / euydently 
The newe conucrfyon / ot thele pꝛynces twapne 
Prepared hym craftelp / to take them in a trapne. 


He watched on them / lecretely euery day 

To knowe thepꝛ reforte / and vnto what place 

Lyke as a hounde folowynge / thele pꝛynces to bytray 
M2 a dogge aote a dere / by fent of the chas 

Than he had perce pued / how all thynge was. 


He compafeo in mynde / by kalle inuencyon 
To complayne to the kynge / for theyꝛ deſtruccyon. 


My ſynguler goode loꝛde / and mooſt pꝛyncppall 
Sa pd this Aerebode / the fals traytour 
Pleafeth pour goodnes / and grace ſpecyall 

To my ſupplycacyon / to be a pꝛotectour 

pc haue two pꝛynces / myghty in honour 
TUbiche are my loꝛdes / and euer ſhalbe 

Ik they wolde be true / to pour fouerapnte 


They haue rekuled / the more pyte is 

pour auncpent lawes / and fectes euerpchone 
And with pour lycence / haue done pet more amps 
ffo» now they be ſubiecte / to a ne we relygyon 
Utterly rekuſynge / your decrees and olde cuſtome 
Folowynge the counſeyll / and mynde of a len yoꝛ 
Called byſſ hop Cead / theyꝛ ſpecpall auctor. 


your ſtrayte commaundymentes / they dayly delpyce 
And purpole J tell vou / in ſecretenes 

Unto your perſone / to do moche pꝛeiudpce 

To murther o popſon vou / ſhoꝛtly doubtles 

And fo for to reygne / and gouerne pour ryches 

Byt wene them twapne / to dyupde pour lande 

By fals con ſppꝛacy / as ye ſhall vnderſtande. 


ith chete kalle tales / and many other mo 

Che kynge was moeued / to malyce and pre 

By his com pleccvon / as he was wont to do 

Moꝛe cruell than a beeſt / as keruent as the kyꝛe 
Depelp affyꝛmynge / that dethe ſhulde be theyꝛ hyꝛe 


If he myght take them / in any place 
They Hhulde be ſlayne / and fufter withouten grace. 


In the moꝛowe after / whan Phebus began to clere 
The kynge toke Merbode / with hym kecretly 

To try out the truthe / and how it wolde appere 
Aheder his pꝛynces / were gone to the oratory 

If it were ſo / he lende hym pꝛpuely 

To gyue them knowlege / ol his entent 

Foꝛ to remoeue / krom his haſty Judgment. 


The father had pyte / vpon his chyldꝛen naturall 
Tolde not haue Hayne them / the lothe to fap 
TUberfore he lende / the feruaunt of Bel pall 

To conuap them fro thens / lome other way 

The kynge knewe hymſelke / not able that day 
To rekrayne his pre / and cruell haſty nelle 

Gyuen to hym of nature / in luche great dyſtreſle. 


This wycked Me rebode / came to the oratory 
And fawe thele pꝛynces / in great deuocpon 
Councepyled his meſſage / by malyce and enuy 
Retourned to the kynge / haſtely and ſoone 
Newly complapnpnge / by fals pmagynacpon 
4 hundꝛeth folde woꝛte / than at the kyꝛſt Conte 
Mith new addycyons / to bꝛynge them to rupne. 


And whan the kynge / appꝛoched nygh the cell 
Herynge the complantes / ok this fals knyght 
The chyldꝛen perceyued / a voyce ryght well 
Ceſſed of theyꝛ pꝛapers / and came forth full ryght 
On whome whan Gullkere / had ones a ſyght 


He was fore moeued / as hote as the fyꝛe 
Agaynſt her chyldꝛen / that loued hym entpꝛe. 


But by the malyce / and wycked temptacpon 

Ol the deupll / mannes olde moꝛtall enemy 

And what by the falle crafty luggeſtyon 

Of Cciycheo Merebode / kulkplled with enuy 

And by his owne haſtyneſle / and cruell fury 
Thele pꝛynces were Mayne / Gulfade and Rufkyn 
Now gloꝛpous martpꝛs / reygnynge in heupn. 


After whan kynge Aulker / appꝛoched his caſtell 

And vnneth was entred / into his hall 
Incontynently a ſppꝛpte / the fatfe fende of hell 
Entred kals Merebode / after the people all 
Inwardly ppm vexed / with peynes contynuall 
That his armes and handes / he dyd hoꝛrybly tere 

U hiche ſodapne vengeaunce / all the courte dyd kere. 


He rored and yelled / lyke a wylde bull 

She wed all the mylcheke / malyce and enuy 
Done agaynſt the martyꝛs / with a mynde pꝛekull 
Do fore conſtrayned / with peynes greuoully 

The deuyll cealed not / his dolours to multyply 
Tyll his kylthy foule / compelled fore was 

Foꝛ to exppꝛe /for his hydeous treſpas. 


How kynge Gulker was conuerted a toke great re⸗ 
pentaunce £o» his offences. And by the coũleyll ol fapnt 
Ceade was a deuoute man / and a good benefactour to 
holy chyꝛche / and a founder of dpuers holy places rely- 
gvous. Ca. tit. 


Thee Aulker conſyderynge / with due dylcrecyon 
His cruell haſtynes / and kuryous mynde 

How ferre he had / abuſed his reafon 

Aga ynſt his chyldꝛen / by nature and kynde 

He fore repented / in hyſtoꝛy as we kynde 

His greuous treſpas / and hom pepde vnnaturall 

In confcyence greued / koꝛhis ſynnes mortal, 


Namely lamentynge / in foule his apottafy 

After his baptyme / and ghoſtly conuerl pon 

And koꝛ the departure / o his pꝛynces truly 
Contrary to ryght / kynde and all reafon 

Che toffe of his kame / thꝛugh this regyon 

A dethe to his quene / and his louers all 

Greuous to his kynnelmen / and krendes natural. 


All thefe conſydered / with due cyꝛcumſtaunce 

He wapled and weped / ſobbynge full fore 

Plonged in ſoꝛowe / heuynes and greuaunce 
Lamentynge his offence / a thoutande tymes therfore 
His intollerable peyne / encrealed moꝛe and moꝛe 
Mokully he went / to his bed by and by 

Suppolynge fome dethe / withouten any remedy. 


Some ok his louers / beynge there pꝛelent 

Gaue hym theyꝛ countleyll / to hunte in the forett 
Some to dyſpoꝛtes / and plealures eupdent 

Some vnto melody / all thoughtes to degett 

But Ermenplde his quene / whiche loued hym bett 
Counſepyled hym truly / to take contrycyon 

And mendes make / by due fatyffaccpon. 


erburge. e.i. 
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Ok this ghoſtly counteyil / the kynge was very glad 
And in the moꝛowe akter / pꝛepared belyly 

Cito mekeneſſe to ſeke / bleſled laynt Cead 

So whan the kynge came / to his oꝛatoꝛy 

The byſſhop was at mafle / and ryght conſequently 
Fro heuen delcended / lo gloꝛpous a lyght 

That of the myſtery / Aulker had no (pat. 


Than malle was ended / ſaynt Cead his veſtures caſte 
Upon the fone beame / by mpꝛacle there hangynge 
Su ppolynge on a fone / and made moche hatte 

To mete at the dooꝛe / mekely the ſayd kynge 

hiche lave there pꝛoſtrate / penaunce de ſyꝛynge 
Aith reuerence hym eleuate / and gaue an exoꝛtacyon 
The kynge was agreable / foꝛ to do fatyffaccyon. 


The byſſhop hym eniopned / in parte of penaunce 

To deſtrope all ydolles / and fectes of ydolatry 

In all his realme / and the temples of paganes 

To tranflate to the honour / ot god alm yghty 

Cit) pꝛeeſtes and clerkes / to pꝛay and ſynge deuoutly 
Allo peas and iuſtyce / to be kepte contynuall 

With the werkes of mercy / to be bfed in ſpecpall. 


Foꝛther he enioyned hym of his charyte 
Mlonaſterpes to make / ol great perfeccyon 
Endowed with landes / polleſſed in lyberte 
Therin for to fet / men of relygyon 

To pray to our loꝛde / foꝛ his ſaluacyon 
TUhiche Gulfer pꝛompfed / to fulkyll gladle 
As foone as he myaht / by pottybylyte. 
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Than the koꝛelayd kynge / and the holy confeflour 
ent to theyꝛ pꝛayers / in the oꝛatoꝛp 

And as the kynge loked up / to our lau pour 

Che fayo facrat veſtures / he fame euydently 
Hangynge on the fonne beame / kull merueplouſly 
His gloues / his gyꝛdell / the kynge had vpon 
CUhiche ſhoꝛtly to grounde / fallen adowne. 


herby he perceyued / the great hol yneſſe 
Ol bleſſed faynt Cead / and interyoꝛ deuocyon 
Del pꝛed his paper / dayly with mekeneſſe 
To almpahtp god / foꝛ his rempftyon 

Frome thens departed / with his benedyccyon 
Jopłull in his loule / towarde his place 
Thankynge god mekelp / ol his great grace. 


As the kynge pꝛompled / to our faupour 
Shoꝛtly he auoyded / all ydolatry 

Bꝛenned thepꝛ poolies / coꝛrecked theyꝛ errour 
Trantlated theyꝛ temples / vnto god almyghty 
Founded monaſterpes / of relpgyon many 

DE nen and women / gaue them poſſeſlpons 
Landes / rentes / ryches / to encrefe deuocpons 


Namely he founded / a ryche monaſtery 

Foꝛ dethe of the pꝛynces / in lat ylkaccyon 

To the honour of god / and fapnt Peter truly 
Called Peterboꝛowe abbay in all this regyon 
Endowed it with rentes / lybertes / polſleſſyon 

A place where many / relygyous perfones be 
Serupnge day and nyght / our loꝛde with charyte. 


TAerburge. e.ii. 
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Allo there was kounded / at Stone a pryore 

In the honour of god / and the martyꝛs twayne 
Poſſeſſed with landes / rentes and lyberte 

CUbere deuoute chanons / ben inhabyte certayne 

M pꝛacles and ſygnes / haue ben ſhewed there plapne 
To the laude and prayfe/of god omnypotent 

And of thefe holy martyꝛs / patrones there pꝛelent. 


¶ Ol the feruent delpꝛe a great deuocyon p' faynt Cet: 
burge hadde to be relygpous /c of pe daply fupplycacyos 
fhe made to the kynge her father for the fame. Ca. rut. 


As this myghty pꝛynces / encrealed in age 

So dayly encreſed / her good condpcpons 

That greatly enioped / her honoꝛable lynage 
Conſpderynge in her / luche vertuous dylpolycyons 
In vygyls / pꝛapers / and ghoſtly medytacyons 

Set all her mynde / power / myght / and mapne 

To ſerue our faupour / day and nyght certayne. 


She well con ydered / with due dylcrecyon 

Ok this pretent lyfe / the great wꝛetchydnelle 
How dꝛedekull it is / kull of varyacyon 

Deceuable / peryllous / and of no lykerneſle 

The tyme vncertayne / to be knowen poubtleffe 
For here is no cytee / noꝛ fure dwelyynge place 
All thynge is trantytoꝛp / in ſhoꝛt pꝛoces and ſpace. 


Ahe rkoꝛe this vyꝛgyn / gladde and benyuolent 
Folowynge the counſeyll / ot bleſled Mlathewe 
Aas on of fpue vyꝛgyns / euer redy prefent 

Had her lampe replete / with oyle kull of bertue 


Redy for to mete / her Cpoufe focte Jhelu 
Uith charytable werkes / in Der foule contynuall 
Therkoꝛe ſhe was taken / to his blys eternall. 


She well conſydered / the woꝛdes of the goſpell 
CCo refutes picafures / and naturali generacpon 
ffo» the loue of Jhelu / rewarded ſhalbe well 

ith a hundꝛeth kolde grace / here for theyꝛ guerdon 
And after this lyte / haue eterne krupcyon 

Uhiche (De remembꝛed / and euer fro that day 

On her father wolde call / and mekely to hym fay. 


Reuerent mpahty pꝛynce / and loꝛde hono able 

M ooſt dere byloued kather / my lynguler helpe a focout 
My truſt / treſure / and folace / to me mooſt ampable 
Inſtauntly J befeche you / koꝛ loue of our fauyoure 
And of his mother mary / ol vyꝛgyns the floure 

ith all the company / that in heuen be 

My humble petrcpon / now graunt it onto me. 


ell byloued father / this is my fully mynde 
My inſtaunte deſpꝛe / and humble fupplycacyon 
By the grace of god / maker of all mankpnde 
And by pour lytence / helpe / and tu cyon 

3 purpole to enter / into holy relygyon 

And utterly refute / all pleatures tranſytoꝛp 
To be pꝛokeſled / at the houſe of Ely. 


O my dere doughter / layd this noble kynge 

My pleature / ſolace / and hope of my gladneſle 

Moot dere byloued / and my Cynguler ſwete derlynge 

J well conſpder / pour vertue and ladneſſe 
Terburge. e. tit. 


pour inſtaunt requett/and humble gentylneſle 
And of pour delyꝛe / inwardly J am gladde 
But yet pour motyon / makes my herte full adde. 


All my ioye and conkoꝛte / now reſteth in the 

Syth thy dere bꝛetherne / krom vs ben agone 

Thou arte the truſty trealure / to thy mother and me 
Our fynguler ſolace / and fure confolacpon 
TUberfore fete derlynge / as for my heyꝛe alone 

J wolde the mary / and a que ne the make 

It thou wyll conlent / and my counfeyli take. 


Contpoer and beholde / thꝛugh all this lande 

Cake the a marpage / at thyne owne pleafure 

A pꝛynce moott valpaunt / mooſt noble to be founde 
And of helpe and ayde / J (bali the allure 

lich ryches / ropalte / welthe / and trefure 
Clothes o£ golde / and ropall ryche apparell 

And all thynges neceſlary / as man can of tell. 


Remembkse also / how after courſe of kynde 

Aege dothe fore greue / thy moder and me alfo 
Therkoꝛe naturall loue (ficte chylde) dothe me bynde 
To gpue the beſt coũleyll / what thou Mati do 

To Honour and woꝛſhyp / how thou may come to 
hiche great renowne / and hye aſtate certayne 

To fc the a quene / wyll make vs ponge agayne. 


God oꝛdeyned matrpmony / kyꝛſt in Paradyfe 

Bytwene man a woman / whan he the worlde dyd make 
That mankynde myght encrete / multyply and rpfe 
Eche perfone at pleafuve / a ſpouſe for them to take 


Now ioyned by holy chyꝛche / all other to fortatic 
Che chylde of the father / to take his dylcyplyne 
And after that to teche / his yllue theyꝛ doctryne. 


Alſo man and beeſt / haue dylpolycyon naturall 
To bꝛynge forth theyꝛ lykenelle / by generacyon 
But man hauynge realon / and fre wyll with all 
As lawe requpꝛeth / bath his pꝛocreacpon 

Under true matrymonp / by his one eleccyon 
€» els to oblerue / and Ipuc in pure vyꝛaynpte 
ffo) the greater meryte / and rewarde of gloꝛpe. 


And pk all mapdens / ſhulde kepe theyꝛ chaſtyte 

As pe now do / how chulde the woꝛlde encrele 

Swete louelp creature / ryght ioykull wolde J be 
To kyſſe a chylde of thyne / hauynge thy lykeneſſe 
And fe the alſo coꝛonate / as a myghty pꝛynceſſe 
Enclyne dere derlynge / thy mynde to myne entent 
And all thefe fapd honours / wyll kolowe confequent. 


@ Ol the meke anlwere fapnt Caerburge gaue to her fa- 
ther whan (be was moeued to marpage. Cã.xiiii. 


He Holt mayd / wha the knewe her fathers mynde 
Her foule was replete / with woo a penſpueneſſe 
And fore began to wepe / after cours of kynde 
The falte teeres dyſtylled /for payne and heupneſle 
By her ruddy coches ſhynynge kull kapꝛe doubteleſſe 
Pyteous to beholde / but whan the koꝛe ſayd maybe 
Ceafed of her loꝛowe / thus to hym the ſayde. 


Mooſt beeſt byloued father / nerte to god almyght 
Merburge. e. ili. 


pour kynde gentypll mocpon / wolde moeue in wardely 
The mynde of any creature / to folowe you ryght 

M2 any ſtony ſtomake / to relent and apply 

And refolue eche harde herte / to waylynge dolekully 
Conſpderynge on euerp parte / with good dylcrecyon 
To accepte o? refute / this harde eleccpon. 


Father J haue ben to you / meke and obedyent 
Euer fytb J had / peres of dylcrecyon 

Gladde to oblerue / pour Dye commaüdyment 
ith loue intezpoꝛ / and humble intencyon 
And fo wyll contynue / with lowly tubmyſſyon 
In this pꝛeſent Ipfe / whyle J do endure 

DE mp loue and prayer / euer pe ſhalbe fure. 


But mooſt louely father / J pray you hertkully 
Cake no dylplelure / pardon what ^ chall fay 
My foule / my herte / and mynde / is fet ſtydkaſtly 
To ſerue my loꝛde god / nyght and alfo day 
Neuer to be marped / by no manet of way 

for ſothly J haue vowed / my true vyꝛgynyte 
Anto Jhetu / the ſeconde perfone in trynpte. 


Chat is my ſpoute / and bleffeo ſau pour 

for whole loue rekuled / in certaynte haue 3j 

All woꝛldely plealures welth / ryches and Honour 
Aith all voyde bufpnetfe / and cures tranſytoꝛp 
My loue on hym is ſette / lo fure and keruently 
That nothynge ſhall feparate / my hert hym fro 
Sekenes noꝛ helthe / plealure / peyne / ne wo. 


Allo my kull entent / was neuer otherwyle 


Than to be handmayde /to my lode Fhetu 

And of my foule and body to make hym faccptyce 
Foꝛ my ghoſtly welthe / all vyces to fubdue 

He is my dere {poute /folace / helthe mooſt true 
On hym is all mp herte / and hate ben fet alway 
And euer ſhalbe / vnto my endynge dap. 


In this wꝛetched woꝛlde / we can not longe endure 
And of this pꝛelent tpfe / we are in no fuerte 

As we haue delerued / ſo we ſhalbe fure 

After this pylgrymage / re warded for to be 

ffo» mercy and grace / therfore mekely call we 
CUhyle we haue tyme and fpace / for than it is to late 
Ahan dethe with his partc / layth to us chekemate. 


CTUherfore dere father / J ſhewe you now agayne 
All my hole herte / delyꝛe and entent 

Ahiche euer hath ben / and fo ſhalbe certayne 

ffo» to be relygyous / chaſt / and obedyent 

Namelp at Elp / koꝛ theyꝛ vertue excellent 

Father J requyre pou / kor chꝛpſtes loue and charpte 
My meke ſupplypcacpon / now graunte it onto me. 


Che kynge well conſydered / his doughters defpre 
Her conſtaunte true mynde and pure deuocyon 
Graunted her petycyon / with lynguler loue entyre 
Truſtynge by her paper / and dayly fupplycacyon 
Cinto heuen blylſe / the rather koꝛ to come 

Her mother Ermenylde / was gladde of this tydynge 
And lauded full lowly / our lode and heuen kynge. 


How faynt Terburge was made a mopnes after her 


delpꝛe at the monaſterp ok Ely vnder faynt Audy / lady 
and abbeſſe. Cad. xv. 


Han the kynge remebꝛed / with due cyꝛcüſtaüce 
The excellent vertue / ladnes / and graupte 
Ok his dere douahter / and the perkyte conſtaunce 
Her humble petycyon / and pure vpꝛgynyte 
He thanked our loꝛde / with great humplyte 
Ol his inkynyte grace / that fo ropall a floure 
Frome hym delcended / to his pꝛayle and honoure. 


He lende mellages / in all goodly halt 

Caitb letters mylſyue / thꝛugh his regyon 
Commaundpynge his ſubiectes / they chulde kull kaſt 
By a day aſſygned / be redy euerychone 

In theyꝛ beſt maner / with hym koꝛ to gone 

To bꝛynge his doughter / to the hous ol Ely 

There to be relygpous / akter her delpderp. 


CGban the day was come / ol theyꝛ appopntment 

The nobles of the realme / and loꝛdes were redy 

To attende on theyꝛ ſouerapne / at his commaüũdpment 
Kynge Cutter pꝛepared / all thynge plealauntly 

And ok his court / had cholen a noble company 

In thepꝛ beſt arap / ropalte / and renowne 

To offer ſapnt Clerburge / to god and relpgyon. 


The kynge on his Journey / rode forthe ropally 

The quene hym kolowed / as is the cuſtome 

CUerburge fucceded them contequently 

The peeres and his counteyll / knewe well they rowme 
Dukes / erles / loꝛdes / and many a woꝛthy barowne 
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Unyghtes / ſqupers / gentyls / ol her kynred alfo 
Chit) ladyes and gentyl women / a feruautcs both two. 


Than the kynge appꝛoched / the layd monastery 
Saynt Audyp than abbeffe / toke her holy couent 

And mette the fapo kynge / and all his company 

Cit) folempue pꝛoceſſpon / and gretynge benpuolent 
Pꝛayſynge our loꝛde god omnypotent 

AUhiche of his goodnes / to that congrecacyon 

Sende them a lyſter / ot luche perkeccyon. 


Mereburge requpꝛed / by the oꝛder of charyte 
Mekely on her knees / to enter relygyon 
Saynt dummy recepued / ol her benpanyte 
And graunted fre lycence / alter her petycyon 
Gladde were allo / the hole congregacyon 

And lange (Te deum) with moche reuerence 
Mlagnpkpenge our loꝛde / ol his pꝛoupdence. 


She was recepued / with moche lolempnyte 

Into the holy oꝛder / alter her entent 

To pꝛoue her ſadnes / and hum plyte 

(As is the cuſtome) and fo be obedyent 

To lpue euer alter / humble / chaſt / and contynent 
Than dyd theyꝛ Jope / merueplouſly encreas 
Conſpderynge her pacpens / and perkyte holynes. 


Her ropall dyademe / and ſchynynge coꝛonall 

as kyꝛſt refuted, koꝛ loue of our fauyoure 

The pooꝛe vayle accepted and the lymple pall 

The ropall ryche purpull / reiected that fame houre 
ith other clothes ol golde / lplkes ol great honoure 


She toke lowe appareyll / veſtures that were blake 
All her plefaunt garmentes / ſhe clerely dyd forfake. 


aito the refuted / her fathers realme and ropalte 
All ryches / rentes / plealures / poſleſſpon 

With all woꝛldely honoures / full of vanpte 
Lowly ſubmpttynge her / vnder tubieccyon 
Uertu to encrefe / myndynge moot relpgyon 
She refuted pet more her owne proper Wyll 
Put all to her abbefle / her oꝛder to kulkyll. 


[ DE the great folempnyte kynge Gulker made at the 
gholtly marpage of faynt Cüerburge his doughter to al 
his louers / colyns / and krendes. Cad. xvi. 


K Brae Aulker her father / at this ghoſtly tpoutage 
Prepared great tryumphes / and folempnyte 
Made a ropall feeſt / as cuſtome is ot marpage 

Sende for his krendes / alter good humanpte 

Kepte a noble houſholde / he wed great lyberalpte 
Bothe to ryche and poore / that to this keeſt wolde come 
o man was denped / euery man was well come. 


Her uncles and auntes / were pꝛelent there all 
Ethelred / and Merwalde / and Mercelly alfo 

Cine bleſſed kynges / whome layntes we do call 

Saint kene wyd / lait keneburg / theyꝛ lyſters both two 
And of her noble lygnage / many other mo 

Mere redy that lealon / with reuerence and honour 

At this noble tryumphe / to do all theyꝛ deuour. 


Tho kynges mette them / with theyꝛ company 
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Cabtpct kynge of kent / bꝛother to the quene 

The leconde was Aldulphe kynge of the eeſt party 
Brother to fapnt Audry / wyke and maybe ferene 
Cit) dyuers of theyꝛ pꝛogeny / and nobles as J were 
Dukes / erles / barons / and loꝛdes ferre and nere 

In thepꝛ beſt arap / were pꝛelent all in kere. 


It were full tedyous / to make delcrypcyon 

Ok the great tryumphes / and folempne ropalte 
Belongynge to the keeſt / the honour and pꝛouplpon 
By playne declaracyon / vpon euery partye 

But the ſothe to fay / withouten ambygupte 

All herbes and floures / kragraunt fayꝛe and twete 
ere ſtrawed in halles / and lapd vnder they fete. 


Clothes of golde and arras / were hanged in the hall 
Depaynted with pyctures / and hyſtorpes manpkolde 
Mell wꝛought and craftely / with precyous ones all 
Glyterynge as Phebus / and the beten golde 

Lyke an erthly paradyſe / plealaunt to beholde 

As for the fapd moynes / was not them amonge 

But pꝛapenge in her cell / as done all nouyce vorat. 


The ſtory of Adam / there was goodly wꝛought 

And of bis wyle Eue / bptwene them the ferpent 

How they were decepued / and to thepe peynes bꝛought 
There was Capn and Abell / ofterpnge theyꝛ pꝛelent 
Che ſacrytyce of Abell / accepte full eupdent 

Cuball and Tubalcain / were purtraped in that place 
The inuentours of muſyke / and craktes by great grace. 


Moe and his chyppe / was made there curyoully 


Sendynge forth a rauen / whiche neuer came agapne 
And how the douue retourned / with a bꝛaunche haſtely 
A token of conkoꝛte and peace / to man certapne 
Abꝛaham there was / ſtandynge upon the mount plapne 
To offer in ſacrykyce / Jlaac his dere lone 

And how the thepe for hym / was offered in oblacyon. 


The twelue fores of Jacob / there were in purtrapture 
And how into Egypt / yonge Joleph was folde 

There was in pryloned / by a falte contectour 

After in all Egypte / was ruler (as is tolde 

There was in pycture / Moyles wyle and bolde 

Our lode apperynge / in bulſſhe flammynge as kpꝛe 
And nothynge therot bꝛent / leke / tree / nor ſpyꝛe. 


The ten planes of Egypte / were well em bolt 

The chyldren of Irraell / pallynge the reed fee 

Kynge Pharoo dꝛowned / with all his pꝛoude hoolt 

And how the two tables / at the mounte ol Spnape 
ere gyuen to Moyles / and how ſoone to pdolatry 
The people were prone / and punyſched were therfore 
How Datan and Abpꝛon / fo, pꝛyde were loft full poure. 


Duke Joſue was iopned / alter them in pycture 
Ledynge the Ifrehelptes / to the lande ol pꝛomyſlpon 
And how the ſayd lande / was dyuyded by mefute 
To the people of god / by equall fundep poꝛcyon 

The Judges and byſſ hops / were there euerychone 
Thepꝛ noble actes / and trpumphes Marcpall 
Freſſhly were bꝛowdꝛed / in thefe clothes ropall. 


Nexte to hye bore lode / appered fame and bꝛyght 


Kynge Saull and Dauyd / and pꝛudent Salomon 
Roboas ſuccedynge / whiche foonc loſt his myght 

The good kynge Cfecbyas / and his generacyon 

And ſo to the Machabees / and dyuers other nacyon 

All thele ſayd ſtoꝛpes / lo rychely done and wꝛought 
Belõgyng to kyng Gulfer / agayn yr tyme were bꝛought 


But ouer the hye deſſe / in the pꝛyncypall place 
here the fapd thee kynges / late crowned all 

The bett hall ynge hanged / as realon was 

CAherin were wꝛought / the. ix. oꝛdꝛes angelycall 
Dyupded in thee Jerarchyles / not ceſlynge to call 
Sanctus / lanctus / lanctus / bleſled be the trynyte 
Dominus deus fabaotb / toe perfones in one deyte. 


Nexte in oꝛdꝛe Cupra / lette in goodly purtrapture 
(ag our bleſſed lady / floure of kemynyte 

CUith the twelue apoſtles / echeone in his kygure 
And the foure euangelyſtes / wꝛought mooſt curpoully 
Aldo the dyſcyples / ol chꝛyſt in theyꝛ degre 

Pꝛechynge and techynge / vnto euerp nacyon 

The taytbtes of holy chyꝛche / kor theyꝛ faluacpon. 


Martyrs than folowed / ryght manykeſtly 

The holy innocentes / whome Herode had lapne 
Bleſſed ſaynt Stephan / the pꝛothomartpꝛ truly 
Saynt Laurece / ſaynt Ayncet / lufterynge great payne 
Ctt) many other mo / than here ben now certapne 

Ok whiche fayd martyis / exlample we may take 
Pacpence to obſerue / in herte kor chꝛyſtes take. 


Conkeſſours appꝛoched / ryght conuenyent 
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Frethely enbꝛodꝛed / in ryche tyſſhewe and kyne 

HSapnt Mypcholas faynt Benedycte / and his couent 
Sapynt Jerom / Baſylyus / and fapnt Auguſtyne 
Gregory the great doctour / Ambꝛole and fant Martyne 
All thele were ſette / in goodly purtrapture 

Them to beholde / was a heuenlp pleature. 


Uypꝛayns them kolowed / crowned with the lyly 
Amonge whome our lady / cücte pꝛelydent was 
Some crowned with rooles /fo2 theyꝛ great vyctoꝛy 
Sxaynt Batherpne / laynt Margarete /fapnt Agathas 
&»aynt Cycylp /fapnt Agnes / and faynt Charytas 
&xapnt Lucype / laynt (Aenekryde / and laynt Apolyn 
All thefe were bꝛothered / the clothes ol golde within. 


Apon the other ſyde / ol the hall fette were 

Noble auncyent ſtoꝛpes / how the ſtronge Samplon 
Subdued his enempes / by his myghty power 

Ok Hector of Trop / llapne by kals trealon 

Ok noble Arthur / kynge of this regyon 

ith many other mo / whiche it is to longe 

Playnly to erpeeile / this tyme vou amonge. 


The tables were couered / with clothes of Myaper 
Rychely enlarged / with lyluer and with golde 
The cupboꝛde with plate / ſhynynge kayꝛe and clere 
Mlarſhalles theyꝛ ollyces / kulkylled manykolde 

Ok myghty wyne plenty / bothe ne we and olde 

All manet kynde / ot meetes delycate 

(Than grace was ſayd) to them was pꝛeparate. 


To this noble keeſt / there was uche oꝛdynaunce 


That nothynge wanted / that goten myght be 

On ſee and on lande / but there was habundaunce 
Ok all maner pleatures / to be had for monpe 

The boꝛdes all charged futt ol meet plente 

And dyuers ſubtyltes / prepared ſothly were 

Ctt) coꝛdyall ſpyces / theyꝛ gheſtes for to chere. 


The Jopkull woꝛdes / and lwete communycacpon 
Spoken at the table / it were harde to tell 

Eche man at lyberte / without interrupeyon 
Bothe ladnes and myꝛthes / al co pꝛyue countell 
Some adulacyon / ſome the truthe dyd tell 

But the great aſtates / ſpake of theyꝛ regyons 
Unyghtes of theyꝛ chpualry / ol cvaftes the comons. 


Certayne at eche cours / ol lerupce in the hall 
Trumpettes blewe vp / halmes and claryons 
Shewynge they melody with / toynes mulpcall 
Dyuers other mynſtrelles / in crafty pꝛopoꝛcpons 
Made ſwete concoꝛdaunce / and luſty dyuplpons 
An heuenly pleature / luche armory to here 
Keioylynge the hertes / ot the audpence full clere. 


A ſynguler mynſtrell / all other kerre pallynge 
Topned his inſtrument / in pleafaunte armonp 

And lange moot ſwetelpy / the company gladynge 

Ol myghty conquerours / the kamous vyctoꝛy 
Uherwith was raupſſhed / theyꝛ ſpyꝛytes and memory 
Specpally he ſange / ot the great Alexandere 

Gl his tryumphes and honours / endurpnge. rtt. pere. 


Solemplpy he fonge / the ate of the Romans 
TAerburge f.t. 
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Ruled vnder kynges / by polycy and wyledome 

Ok theyꝛ bye iuſtyce / and ryghtkull oꝛdynauns 

Dayly encreaſynge / in woꝛchyp and renoawne 

Tyll Carquyne pe proude kynge / with ye great cofutyon 
Oppꝛeſſed dame Lucrece / the wyle ol Colatyne 

Kynges neuer reygned in Rome / lyth that tyme. 


Alo how the Romapns / vnder thre dyctatours 
Gouerned all regpons /of the woꝛlde ryght wyfelp 
Tyll Julpus Cedar / excellynge all conquerours 
Subdued Pompeius / and toke the hole monarchy 
And the rule ot Rome / to Dpimfelte mankully 
But Callius Bꝛutus / the fals conſppꝛatour 
Cauſed to be ſlayne / the Capd noble emperour. 


Alter the layd Julpus / ſucceded his lyſter fone 
Called Octauyanus / in the imperrall fec 

And by his pꝛecepte / was made delcrypcyon 

To euery regyon / lande / Myre / and cytee 

A trybute to pay / vnto his dygnyte 

That tyme was /bnyucrfall peas and honour 

In whiche tyme was boꝛne / our bleffco fauyoure. 


All thele hyſtoꝛpes / noble and auncpent 
KReioplynge the audpence / he lange with plealuer 
And many other mo / ol the newe teſtament 
Pleaſaunt and pꝛołytable / foꝛ theyꝛ ſoules cure 
CUHiche be omytted / now not put in he 

The mynpſters were redy / theyꝛ offpce to kultyll 
To take vp the tables / at theyꝛ loꝛdes toll. 


han this noble keeſt / and great folempnpte. 
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Daply endurynge / a longe tyme and fpace 

Mas royally ended / with honour and ropalte 

Eche kynge at other / lyfence taken hace 

And ſo departed krom thens / to theyꝛ place 

Kynge Clulfer retourned / with woꝛſhyp and renowne 
Frome the boufc of Elp / to his owne mand pon. 


@ DE the holy pꝛokeſſpon a ghoſtly conuerfacyon fapnt 
CUerburge ofeb at Ely in relygyon / vnder fapnt Audꝛy 
her abbeſſe and col yn. Ca. xvii. 


Se whan this vyꝛayn / the tpoute of Jhelu 
Had fully contynued / in holy relygyon 
Cit) mekeneſſe / pacpens / and all vertu 

Fully the vere / ol her pꝛobacpon 

Than (be made inftaunce / koꝛ her pꝛokellpon 

Unto (aynt Audꝛp / her lady and abbeffe 

AUhiche foone was graunted / with great gladneſſe. 


Oꝛdpnaunce they made / and great ropalte 

Her krendes were called / agaynſt that fealon 

She was pꝛokeſled / with great humplpte 

The obleruaunce done / with due deuocpon 

She made folempne vowe / ok ghoſtly conuerlacyon 
Mekely to oblerue / obedyence and chaſtyte 
Endurynge her lyfe / and wylkull pouerte. 


By the example /of her perkeccyon 

Many dpucrs perfones / ok her noble lynage 

Refuled this woꝛlde / and entred relygyon 

KRenoũſynge bayne pleaſures / ryches and marpage 

Enclyned to vertue / koꝛ theyꝛ ghoſtly auauntage 
CUerburge f. li. 
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As map be ſpecykped / here after folompnae 
Theyꝛ names / theyꝛ aſtate / and theyꝛ good lyuynge. 


Mow this gloꝛpous vpꝛgyn / atter her delyꝛe 

Is ghoſtly maryed / to our loꝛde Jhelu 
Accoꝛdynge to her entent / and true loue entyꝛe 
She daylp encreled / krome vertu to vertu 
Alith more ſtrayter lyfe /byces to lubdu 

The longer (be endured / in relygyon 

The better he pꝛepared / her herte to deuocpon. 


And tho this vpꝛayn / clerely dyd foꝛlake 

All ryches honours / and plealures woꝛldly 
ith all poſleſlpons / for her loꝛdes fake 

She thought than He reygned / mooſt tyke a lady 
Caute that the lyued / in chꝛyſtes teruyce dayly 
And certapne it is / holy lerypture recoꝛdynge 
ho ſerues well god / dothe reygne lyke a kynge. 


In pꝛaper / penaunce / and / contemplacpon 

Aas all her bufpneffe / and ſtudy al way 
Compaſynge by what mater ol medptacpon 

She mpaht belt pleate / our loꝛde to his pay 

Ole rynge her perlone / a true ſacrytyce euery day 
No labour her greued / loue was lo keruent 

Her body vpon erthe / her loule in heuen Lent. 


Swete / comly creatures /ladpes euerychone 
Sekynge for plealures / ryches and arayment 
Blynded by pour beaute / and ſynguler affeccyon 
Conſpder this vyꝛgyn / humble and pacyent 

A ſpectacle of vertue / euer obedyent. 


Beholde how the hate / clerely layde away 
Her ropall ryche clothes / and is in meke aray. 


pour garmentes now be gay and gloꝛpous 
Euery pere made / akter a nee inuencyon 

Ol Cylke and veluet / coſtly and pꝛecyous 
Bꝛothered kull rychely / alter the beeſt kacyon 
Shynpnge lyke angels / in pour opynyon 
here lelle wolde fuffpte / and content as well 
As all that great coſt / kolowynge vopte countell. 


A playne example / now pe map take 

Ok this myahty kynges doughter dere 

hiche fo2 the loue of god / dyd forlake 

All fuche vayne plealures / and garmentes dere 
She gaue herlelke / to penaunce and pꝛapere 
Uherkoꝛe fapꝛe ladyes / do wap fuche banpte 
Pꝛepare pourfelfe / to vertue and humplpte. 


Some of lowe byꝛthe / excellynge theyꝛ deare 
Done couct to haue / as ropall ryche veſture 
TMonldly honours / alſo the fuffcrapnte 

As they were ladyes / by lyne of nature 

DE dꝛedekull myfery / they bere the kygure 
Prowde as a Pecocke / whelynge full bꝛyght 
All is but vanyte / contentynge the ſyght. 


([D ciorous vyꝛayn / replete with lynguler grace 
Endowed with ſouerapne gyktes celeſtyall 
Kekuſynge voyde plealures / whan thou had fpace 
And honours trantptory / whiche hath bꝛought in thꝛall 
A thouſande perlones / in rupne to Cat 

cderburge. t.iii. 


A mpꝛour thou arte / ot vyꝛgynall clennes 
Ok true obedyence / and perkyte mekenes. 


So Merburge pꝛokeſſed / to her rule full ryght 
A redolent floure / all vertue to augment 

As Lucpfer ſhynynge / a dere lampe of lyght 
ffo) whome her ſpoule / god fone omnypotent 
Shewed many mpaacles / to euery pacpent 

A tyant her loue was / ſlupernaturall 

Cloled in our loꝛde / by grace ſupernall. 


The excellent goodnes /of this moynes 

And kame of vertue / with humylyte 
Tranlcended all other / in perkyte holynes 

So that fund perfoncs / appꝛoched that party 
ffo» ghoſtly conkoꝛte / counſell and remedy 
Suche as to her came / penlyue / woo / and ladde 
Departed ioykull / in foule mery and gladde. 


She payly pꝛou pded / fo? ghoſtly trealure 

To buylde her a place / fure manſpon 

Euer to remapne / with ioye and endure 

In pleature perpetuall / without coꝛrupcyon 
CAhiche (e optayned / by her deuocyon 

After this departure / to reygne as a pꝛelydent 
In eterne blys / with god omnppotent 


€ a iptelltrcatpfc of the ipfe of fapnt Audzp abbelle of 
Ely / and of her holy coucríacyon and great deuocyon / 
vnder whome fapnt TUerburge was made nonne / and 
pꝛokelled. Ca. xviii. 


He pere of our loꝛde. vi. C. ix. and thyꝛty 
Regned faynt Anna / kynge of ee Englande 
Ahiche marped laynt Herel with / ol the Moꝛth party 

They had noble yffuc/as we vnderſtande 

Pꝛ ynce Aldulph and Jurwpne / in Tory as is kounde 
Saynt Sexburge the quene / and bleffeo Audꝛy 
Sapnt Ethelberge / UHithburge / a holy pꝛogeny. 


This bleſled Audꝛp / called Etheldꝛed 

Ol two great kyngedomes / lynpally delcendynge 
Tas bonne in Suffolke / as faptb fapnt Bede 

In a lptell vyllage / called Exmynge 

This noble pꝛynces / and dere derlynge 

THith many great vertues / ol grace illumpnate 
Magnpkped her parage / and ropall aſtate. 


This bleſſed Audꝛp / krom her ponge aege 

as dyſpoled euer / vnto ladnes 

Obedpent lowlp / vnto her parentage 
Encreaſynge in vertue / and conſtaunt ſobꝛynes 
Toꝛldely pleaſures / dyſpoꝛtes / and wantonnes 
Lyghtnes of language / and all pꝛetumpcyon 
In this ſapd vyꝛgyn / had no dompnacyon. 


Sad and demure / ſhe was in countenaunce 
Nothynge enclyned / vnto kragylyte 

Benynge and pacpent / without perturbaunce 
lenke / curteys / gentyll tutt ol humplyte 
Pypde / ſtatelenes / and ſenſualyte 

Cete not in her koũde / by any condycyon 
Curteyſe in byhauour / vnto euery perfone. 


No man was greued / noꝛ toic dpfpleature 

At this fapd mayden / in her fathers hall 
Euery honeſt perfone / and reafonable creature 
ere pleated with her / bothe one and all 

None dyſcontent / pꝛpuate noꝛ generall 

She was fo meke / and full of pacyence 

That people del pꝛed / to come to her pretence. 


She was beauteous /fapyre and ampable 
Pleaſaunte to beholde / in gyktes of nature 

Her countenaunce comly / lwete / louely / and table 
Nothynge dylpoled / vnto woꝛldely plealure 

Moꝛe lyke an angell / by all coniecture 

Than a kragyll maybe / ol fenfuall appetyte 

Foꝛ in vapne plealures / ſhe had no delpte. 


AUhan that the came / to peres ol dylcrecyon 
Dyuers her moeued / in wap of marpage 

Some offered ryches / ropalte / and renowne 
Some other polleſlpons / landes and herytage 
And ſome the futfcrapnte / her mynde to aſlwage 
All thefe the refuted / for the loue of Jhelu 

To whome (be auowed / her chaſtyte kull tru. 


After that Genus / had her longe affapled 

To peruerte her mynde / to worldly affeccpon 
And of all nettes and engynes / therok had kayled 
Than came to her pꝛelence / a pꝛynce of renowne 
Called duke Tombert / or the cett regyon 
Uhiche longe delpꝛed / to haue her in ſpoulage 
At the latte optayned / the wyll of her parentage. 


Unto whiche thynge / he wolde neuer enclyne 
Foꝛ all the mocyon / ot her bye parentes 

Tyll the was aſlured / by heuenly doctryne 
To kepe her vyꝛgynpte / clere in conlcyens 
Than the confenteb / without concupylcens 
And with the layd duke / the lyued in chaſtyte 
Bothe mayden and wyke / almoſt peres thee. 


After whole dethe / (De remapned in Ely 

In kaſtynge / pꝛaper / vpgyls / and penaunce 

Mhiche place was gyuen / to her Joynt and Dow 
By Tombert her hulbande / with great plealaunce 
This ple ol Ely / by deupne purueaunce 

CCitb muddy waters / is compated aboute 

Theyꝛ enempes to greue / and ſtrongely to holde out. 


Thyder came Cabyict / kynge of the noꝛth parte 
To deſpꝛe (aynt Audry / in matrymony 

To whome ſhe wolde neuer /confent in herte 

Foꝛ no maner counteyll / that myght be done trulp 
Tho her (piter Serburge / moeued her tenderly 
Tyll the angeli of god / aſſured her to be 
Quene / wyke / and mayde / kepynge vyꝛgynyte. 


Than Aury graunted / marped for to be 

Cinto this foꝛeſayd / noble kynge Egkryde 

And at the marpage / was great folempnyte 
Trpumphes honoures / on euery ſyde 

Great coſt and ropalte / they dyd pꝛouyde 

fronte Ely departed / vnto his owne place 

In the North parte dwellynge / with great folace. 
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By the grace of our Lorde god mooſt of myght 
And helpe of his mother / bleſled mayd mary 
By prayer of Audꝛp / and by myꝛacle ryght 
Togyder they lyued / bothe in pure chaſtyte 
The naturall mocpon /of his laſcpupte 

Tas ſhoꝛtly ſlaked / and feruent deſyꝛe 

By mpꝛacle / as water quencheth the fyre. 


han he appercepued / her afured conſtaunce 
Her perkyte holynes / and chaſt contynence 

His herte reioſed / ol her contynuaunce 

MDE whome ſhe deſpꝛed / with humble reuerence 
And fpnguler ſupplycacvon / to haue fre lylence 
At Can wod abbay / to enter relygyon 

Ahiche the kynge graunted / for her deuocyon. 


Saynt Ebba lylter / unto fapnt Ol wolde 
Tas abbeſſe and ruler / ot that congregacyon 
Alhere bleſſed Audꝛp / ryght as the wolde 
Aas reuerently recepued / into relygyon 
And after the pere / ol her pꝛobacyon 
Pꝛofeſſed there was / by byſſhop Mylkryde 
Uhere all worldly honours / he fct on ſyde. 


frome thens the departed / to the ple ol Ely 
More qu petly to lyue / out of buſyneſſe 

For dꝛede of the kynge / her hulbande truly 
Purpoſ pnge to take her / krome that hol yneſle 
She toke two mardens / with her doubtleſſe 
And in theyꝛ Fournap / our loꝛde of his grace 
Shewed dpuers myꝛacles / at eche reſtynge place. 


The archebyſſhop of voꝛke /Cyltryoc her confeflour 
Tas depꝛyued krome his benykpce / by the kynge cruelly 
Oblerued pacpence / laudynge out faupour 

And kolowed faynt Audꝛp / to the place of Ely 

CCIbicbe (as afore is ſayd) was her Joynt and Dot? 
And electe her abbeſſe / on that congregacpon 

Mooſt worthy to be / koꝛ her holy conucrfacyon. 


Uhere Audꝛp buylded / a chyꝛche of our lady 

Cit helpe of kynge Aldulph / her bꝛother naturall 
Dyſtaunt a mple / krome the olde monaſtery 
Founded by fapnt Auſtyn for meryte ſppꝛptuall 
Uhiche place all deſolate / ſhe edykyed full ſpecpall 
By her pꝛoupl pon / an other noble monaſterp 

The vere of grace / ſyxe hundꝛeth feuenty and tine. 


Uhan the werke was ended as her wyll was 

She endowed the abbay / with kraunches and lyberte 
And gaue the hole ple of Ely / to that place 

CHith all commodptes / pꝛokettes / and pues fre 

Frome all exaccyons / exempte clerely to be 

Ok kynge and byſſhop / conkyꝛmed it at Rome 

Tith all prelates a pꝛynces / conſentynge of this regpon. 


In ſhoꝛt tyme and ſpace / to Audꝛp dyd reforte 
Relygyous men and women / a great company 
Pꝛokeſſed in that place / for theyꝛ ghoſtly conkoꝛte 
Renounfpnae vapne pleafutes / c honours tranſſptoꝛp 
Amonge whome fapnt Terburge / pꝛokeſled folemplyp 
Pꝛomplſed in audpence / to lyue a lyfe moneſtpcall 
After ſapnt Benettes rule /for the lyke eternall. 
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Allo the vere of grace /tyre hundꝛeth feuenty and nyne 
In the moneth of Julii / in the nynth kalendas 

Co heuen departed / laynt Audry the quene 

Than reygnynge in Kent / khynge Lothary by grace 
Aldulph in eet Englande / her bother whiche was 
Kynge Dffryoe her hulbande / in oꝛthumberlande 
Allo kynge Ethelrede / than reygnynge in Mercelande 


€ A beue reberfal o£ pe lyfe o£ ſapnt Sexburge / graũd 
mother to fapnt Uerburge. And of her comynge to Ely 
to her ſyſter dump from Shepap monafferp. — Ca. xix. 


He holy matrone / and quene fapnt Serburge 

A kynges doughter / a moder Co kynges twapne 
Sylter to fapnt Audꝛy / a graundmother to Merburge 
Ok noble parentage / is comen certapne 
DE two realmes delcendynge / lynyally and plapne 
By her father / krom the realme of eeſt Englande 
And by her mother / krome Noꝛthumberlande. 


Her father laynt Anna / as fayth myne auctour 

Cas kynge of the eeſt parte / lone to Egnicius 
CAlhiche Anna was marped / with moche honour 

To Hereſwith / doughter to kynge Herericius 

And tyfter to laynt Hylde / the vpꝛayn gracyous 

To whome fapnt Edwyn / the gloꝛpous marty2 
KRynge of Moꝛthumberlande / was great graundkather. 


This lapd kenge Anna / lyued a longe ſpace 

In welthe / woꝛchyp / honour / and pꝛolperpte 
Aith his quene Herel with / by fyriquler grace 
Oblerupnge Juſtyce / pacyence / and equyte 


Hepte the pꝛeceptes / ot god almyghte 
fü crcptuil and lyberall / to the pooꝛe in payne 
CUhiche kynge by Penda / was murdꝛed and (apre. 


As the ryuer palleth /oftetpines the heed kountapne 
The lytell graſte oꝛ ympe / tranſcendeth the tree 
Lykewyfe theyꝛ chyldꝛen / encreled certayne 

In mekenes / pacpence / and perkyte charyte 

Aboue the yꝛ parentes / in vertue and benygnyte 
So that theyꝛ name / lynage / and bye aſtate 

By them was magnpfped / pꝛayſed and decorate. 


KRynge Anna and Herel with / had a noble yſlue 
Spre goodly chyldꝛen / plealaunt to beholde 
None kapꝛer in this lande / myndynge all vertue 
And to all good maners /dyfpofed man pkolde 

pet was theyꝛ fapienes / not equali to be tolde 
To thepꝛ deuocpon / and lynguler goodnes 
Thole names expꝛelled / ben afore doubtles. 


Serburge the eldeſt / ot the lyſters all 

Inſtructe by her parentes / in vertuous dylcyplyne 
Folowynge theyꝛ countell / in herte kull tpecpall 
Prepared her foule after theyꝛ doctryne 

ffo» aboue the age / ol fo ponge a kempnyne 

Do that euerp dap / by grace and wyldome 

In her dyd growe / lome plant of deuocyon. 


In all this realme / dylated was her kame 
That whan the appꝛoched / onto la wkull aege 
Pꝛynces / dukes / erles / herynge of her name 
Del pꝛed to haue Sexburge / in marrage 
Merburge. g.iii. 


And bufply laboured / vnto her parentage | 
This mapp was marxed / with honour kull excellent 
Unto Ercombert / the noble kynge of Kent. 


To whome kynge Ethelbꝛpct / graundkather was 

The kpꝛſt chꝛyſten kynge / ot Saxons and cheke floure 
Baptyſed bp fapnt Auſtyn / thꝛughe heuenly grace 
He was to holy chyꝛche / a tpecyall benekactour 
Monaſterpes and pꝛpoꝛes / koũded with great honoure 
Kynge Eadbalde his fone / exemple ol hym toke 
hiche was father to Ercombert / as faptb my boke. 


This lady Sexburge / cyꝛcumtulted with grace 
After her delpꝛe / and vertuous entent 

Mad leuer the monaſtery / than the fapie palace 
The chyꝛche to vylpte / than with mar page be tent 
But to her parentes / ſhe was euer obedyent 
Folowynge they counſepll / and of her krendes dere 
In lawkull marpage / toke the layd kynge her fere. 


A noble generacpon fpe hadde by the kynge 
Egbꝛpct and Lothary / two pꝛynces pꝛepotent 

And two holy doughters / in vertue ſchynynge 
Ermenylde and Erkengode / by lyn all delcent 
This Ermenylde marped / with honour equpualent 
Cinto kynge Cuifer / had a ropall pilue 

The gloꝛpous Werburge / replete with vertue. 


Her fyffer Erkengode refuted vtterly 
Honours / woꝛchyp / and woꝛldly poſlellpon 
Byches / marpage / and plealures tranſytoꝛy 
ent vnto Frauntce / with humble deuocyon 


At the Cytee of Burges / entred relygyon 
CUhere Ethelberge her aunt / was ruler and abbelle 
Togyder they lyued / in perkyte holpneſle. 


This honoꝛable Sexburge / and bleſled matrone 
Refutpnge woꝛldly honours / and ſolempnyte 
preferred mekeneſſe / and perkyte deuocyon 
Above all ryches / power and dygnyte 

Auopoed ambycpon / oble rued humplyte 

Apon pooꝛe people / euer had compaſſyon 

And them releued / with due mynpſtracpon. 


She made her palace / manptymes an holpptall 
Her pꝛyvate cubycle / a deuoute oꝛatoꝛy 

asa kynde mother ampable / in courte and in hall 
Klekelp kulkyplled / the leuen werkes of mercy 
Oktetymes in the chyꝛche / lelde amonge compainy 
pet euer whan ſhe myght / haue tyme and ſpace 
Mlagnpkped and pꝛapled / our lode in ſecrete place. 


She inſtructe her hulbande / in ghoſtly vertu 
To great lolyneſſe / and ſynguler perkeccyon 
So by her counleyll / with the grace ol Jhelu 
Frome inkpdelpte / purged was that regyon 
Deſtroped thepꝛ vdolles / theyꝛ ſectes euerychone 
Reſtaured temples onto chꝛyſtes honour 
Founded monaſterpes / by her coſt and labour. 


The kynge by her mocyon / commaunded ſtraytly 

All his people and fubicctes / vpon ſharpe coꝛreccyon 

To obferue pꝛaper / and penaunce deuoutely 

And truly £o) to faſt / the holy tyme of Lenton 
erburge. g.iiii. 


The archbylſſhop Theodorus / and fathers of relygyon 
Conſpderynge her pacyence / and benygnyte 
Keioyled in her dedes / and poayfeo the trynyte. 


(ban the famous Ercombert / the (apo kynge of Kent 
Foure a twenty yere had reygned / in honour full ropall 
UAith blefled Sexburge / his quene excellent 

Than he departed / krome this Tpfe moꝛtall 

The quene pꝛepared / the oblequpes funerall 

Mith great lamentacyon / and great ropalte 

As was conuenpent / koꝛ his (tate and degre. 


Akter that Sexburge refuted worldelp plealure 
Entred telpgyon /profetled chaſtyte 

At Shepap monattery / in Kent full ture 
Buylded at her cott / full honoꝛable 

After electe Abbeſſe / and ruler of that companpe 
To whome (bc was / a mpꝛrour of mekenes 

And exemple of vertue / and pꝛoued holpnes. 


As He was occupyed / in medytacyon 

An heuenlp mellanger / to her was fent 

She wynge how for ſynne / and cranfareffpon 
Englande chulde luffer / great punylment 
And be lubdued / with greuous torment 
CTUberfore the Tette / in good rule that place 
And dyd electe to them / an other abbace. 


Sexburge toke lycence / ot her {pers all 
Commendpnge them / rito the trynpte 
And fo departed / kro her chyldꝛen lppꝛptuall 
Vith labour attapned / to the hous of Elpe 


Chere to be ſubiecte / to Her lyſter Audꝛye 
And to her doctryne / apply her entent 
into relygpon / euer kounde obedpent. 


Saynt Audw was gladde / ol her {piers comynge 
In lyke manet / were all the hole congregacyon 
CTHith myꝛthes and folace / in foule re iopſynge 
To haue the pretence / ot fo worthy a perfone 
There lpued togyder / in perkyte deuocyon 

Tpit bleſſed Audꝛp / krome this lyfe moꝛtall 
Departed was / to the lyke eternall. 


Akter whole burpall / Sexburge was electe 

To be abbeſſe and ruler / ouer that couent 
TUhiche to all vertue / her mynde dyd erecte 

And the. xvi. pere after / with labours dylygent 
She tranflate ſapnt Audꝛp / that noble pꝛelydent 
Beynge hole incoꝛrupte / alto ſubſtancpall 

In body and in veſture / by grace tupernall. 


How fapnt Ermenplde after the dethe of kynge Gul 
fer her hulbãde was made a nonne at Ely / vnder her mo 
ther fapnt Serburge abbelle / and Kerburge her de⸗ 
uoute doughter. Carr. 


(D f Mercyẽs the kynge / wha the koꝛetapd Aulkere 
had regned in honour / woꝛchyp and ropalte 
Alith ſaynt Ermenylde his quene / kully.xvii. pere 
Cinto euerlaſtynge blyſſe / departed than he 

And burped was / with moche folempnyte 

In Lychekelde chyꝛche / alter hym there dyd luccede 
Into the kyngdome / his bꝛother Ethelrede. 


The quene for her hutbande / made great lamentacpon 
Dolefullp lamentynge / nyght and day his departure 
As nature enqupꝛed / endurynge a longe fcafon 
Remapned in wydohode / and mournpnge veſture 

pet after all heuyneſſe / penaunce / and dylconkyture 
She reiopled in foule / to be at lpberte 

Entendynge relygpon / by grace of the trynpte. 


Soone ſhe de parted / to the hous ol Ely 
Kekuſynge this woꝛlde / pleatures poſleſſyon 
Inſtauntly requpꝛed / with perkyte hum plyte 
To be a mopnes / accepte in relygyon 

Gladde was the abbeſſe / of her conuerfyon 
And thantied our loꝛde / ol his ſpecyall grace 
Do dpd all the Cyfters/ within the fapb place. 


Her naturall mother / bleſſed Serburge 

That tyme was lady / and cheke pꝛelpdent 
There was pꝛokeſſed / her doughter Merburge 
An exemple of mekenes / to all the couent 
Crinenplde thanked god / and was obedpent 
To her mother Sexburge / a myꝛrour of vertu 
Aldo to her doughter / the fpoufes of Jheſu. 


It pafleth mannes realon / plapnly to expꝛeſle 
Her vertuous lyfe / and ghoſtly conucrfacpon 
In pꝛaper / penaunce / and pꝛoued mekenelle 
In perkyte obedpence / and lynguler deuocyon 
In vyayls / abſtynence / and in Dye perfeccpon 
The cotydyane labours / her body to chaſtyce 
That her foule map be / to god true lacrykpce. 


By caufe that TUerburge / in ower was fenpoure 

Her mother Ermenylde / gaue her the fufferapnte 
Pꝛeferrynge her doughter / with mekenes and honoure 
But pet her doughter / ol a naturall ampte 

referred her mother / with humble fenporpte 

And fo bytwene them / was a fiocte contencyon 
Aheder ſchulde more lubiecte be / to other in relygyon. 


Akoꝛe whan Ermenylde / was vnder marpage 
Unto holy matrones / the was comparable 
Sara / Rebecca / Rachel / and Sybell lage 

And faynt Elylabeth / with other mo honoꝛable 
Nov in relpagpon / ſhe is mooſt notable 

Krowen by her vertues / and ladde dylpol cyon 
Chat vnder matrymonp / was her intencpon. 


Ermenylde Cubdued/ by tynguiler deupne grace 
All kragyll mocyons / and fenfualpte 

Lyke maner as Judpth / Olokernes Mayne hace 
She mox ytyep all pleafures / luſtes and volupte 
Lykewyle as Jaell / dpd the pꝛynce Splare 

A duches of vertue / as whylom was Del boꝛa 
Aſed the oꝛatoꝛp / in pꝛaper as dyd Anna. 


After the departure / and wokull burpall 

Ol Sexburge her mother / abbeſſe and lady 

Her doughter Ermenylde / the blelled mon pall 
Tas chofen abbeſſe / and ruler of Ely 

As ſheweth dan Myllyam / ol Maluplbury 

How fyꝛſt was Audꝛy / than Sexburge her fpfter 
Alter warde was abbeſſe Ermenylde her doughter. 


The lyke of Ermenplde / was euer vertuous 
Pleaſaunt to god / and her ſyſters euerychone 
In the ſyght of god / her dethe was pꝛecyous 
Playnly notytped / by her conuerfacpon 

She vertuoully gouerned / her congregacyon 
Frome this lyfe departed / to eternall gloꝛy 
As ſayth her legende / the Jdus of Febꝛuarp. 


And buryed was / with moche lamentacyon 

In the holy monaſterp / and Doufc of Ely 
Amonge her parentage / and congregacyon 
TUbere che is ſhꝛyned / with her aunt ſaynt Audꝛy 
And with her mother / laynt Serburge rychely 
Foꝛ whome our fauyour / ot his ſpecyall grace 
Sheweth dayly mpꝛacles / in that fayd place. 


One of the mpꝛacles / we ſhall now rehers 

Our loꝛde £o? her ſhewed / at Ely abbay 

After her tranflacpon / the tory dothe erpres 

It koꝛtuned in Cabytfon weke / vpon a thurlday 
An Englylſhman was bounden / in wokull aray 
Fetered with pons / bothe on handes and fete 
TcRongkully accuſed / as ye may all wete. 


By inſtaunt requeſt / he gate hym lycence 

To vylpte the tombe / ol laynt Grmenylde 
home he requpꝛed / with humble reuerence 

And meke petycyon / frome the herte full mylde 
To be delpuered / and fully vecontploc 

TUbote humble deſpꝛe / and ſynguler fupplycacpon 
as fully graunted / to his conſolacpon. 


At this tyme / whan this holp man was pꝛapenge 
TUhan the Deken redde the holy golpell 

By meane of Ermenplde / to our loꝛde and kynge 
Frome his handes and fete / the pons done feti 
By grace aboue nature / meruepyloulſly to tell 
That the ſayd pꝛons / inlyght of all the bꝛetherne 
Spꝛange vp ſodenly / and lyght vpon the aulter. 


Aliud miraculum. 


Nother mpꝛacle / declare now may we 
Done at the fayd Ely / by this holy matrone 
In pꝛeſence of the pꝛyoꝛ / and all the kraternyte 
Uhiche pꝛpoꝛ of this mater / had beſt notycyon 
Alcole mayſter of Innocentes /atter the cuſtome 
Gaue lylence / vpon fapnt Ermenyldes day 
To all his chyldꝛen / to (port them in plap. 


han the keeſt / and lolempnyte was done 

The vonge tender chyldꝛen / wanton and neclygent 
Dꝛedynge theyꝛ mapſter / koꝛ fere of coꝛreccyon 

To the holy ſhꝛyne / they affembled full dylygent 
Truſtynge therby of pardon / akter theyꝛ entent 
Deſpꝛed theyꝛ mapyſter / koꝛ fapnt Ermenyldes fahic 
To pardon theyꝛ Crefpas / and no opfpleature take. 


Che mapſter kulkylled / with haſtynes and euny 

Coke them frome the tombe / with great indyanacpon 
Citbout dylcrecyon / punyllhed them greuoullp 
Gyuynge no honour / to the fapnt ne deuocyon 
Nebuked them fore /fayenge with intultacyon 

Crowe ye to be ſpared / krom punychment this day 
ffo) ſapnt Ermenyldes fake / nay nap do wap. 


After all this done / the nexte nyght kolowynge 
han the ſayd mayſter / to his bedde was gone 

His great vnkyndenes / ſaynt Ermenylde remebꝛynge 
Re warned hym July /attev his guerdon 

His handes and his kete / pꝛompte to perlecucyon 
ere ſodenly lmytten / made lame / contracte alfo 
No power had to ryle / to moeue tro? to go. 


This ſodayne punylſhement / langour / conkulpon 
Uexed bpm greuoully in all his body 

Mooſt terryble of all / of helthe delperacyon 
Inwardly hym troubled / with peynes hoꝛryble 
But pet by grace / he thought beſt remedy 

Sende for his chyldꝛen / vpon the other day 
Humble alked them pardon / in a wokull avay. 


Deſpꝛynge his ſcolers / koꝛ lowe and charyte 

To carp hym mooſt carefull / to her fepulture 

To requyre for hym grace / helthe and pꝛolperpte 
Ok god and laynt Ermenylde / with all theyꝛ cure 
They toke hym tenderly / ve may me leue Cult ture 
Amonge them all / with mynde dylygent 

And bꝛought to the ſhꝛyne / this wꝛetched impotent. 


They pꝛaped £o? hym / to our bleſled faupour 

And to fapnt Ermenplde / a longe tyme and ſpace 
Brelpnge on theyꝛ knees / wepynge full foie 

In prayer and plalmodp / koꝛ his helthe and foface 
And fo contynupnge / by our loꝛdes great grace 
He that afore was lame / bothe on kote and hande 
Keſtoꝛed to helthe / departed hole and lounde. 
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@ Dow kynge Ethelrede feynae the holy conuerfacyon 
of Terburge his nece / made her lady and abbelle at Te 
don / Trentam / and Hhumburp. And by her coufepll and 
erfantple was made möke at Bardenep abbay. Ca. xxi. 


He famous pꝛynce / and foꝛeſayd Ethelrede 
Bꝛother to kyng Aulker / as lawkull enherptour 
To the fapd kyngedome / dyd nexte hym luccede 
Electe of his peeres / with woꝛſhyp and honour 
Permptted by his chyꝛche / to be theyꝛ gouernour 
Bycauſe pꝛynce KRenrede / his bꝛother fone 
Cas ponge and not able / to rule his kyngdome. 


This layd kynge Ethelrede / clerely conlyderynge 
TUith due cyꝛcumſtaunce / the Dye perkeccyon 

MF Nerburge his nece / and vertuous lypuynge 
Her great hol yneſle / and ghoſtly conucrfacyon 
3oayly encreſpnge / with keruent deuocyon 

The excellent kame / and mpꝛacles full ryght 
Shewed by our ſau vour / bothe day and nyght. 


Theſe good examples / grounded in vertu 
Mloeued kynge Ethelrede / in loule and in mynde 
And clerely conuerted / thꝛowe the grace of Jhelu 
To deſpyle this woꝛlde / wꝛetched and blynde 
Pꝛyncppally by grace / wꝛyten as we kynde 

Foꝛ her great goodnes / and vertues excellent 

He made her lady / ruler / and pꝛelydent. 


Ouer all the nonnes / ol euery monaſtery 
Cditbin his realme / to gouerne and to guyde 
To inſtructe and informe / and to exemplyky 


To encrefe deuocpon / vpon euery ſyde 

Uertue to eralte / to fubdue vyce and pꝛyde 
That holy relygyon / pleafaunt to chꝛyſt Jhelu 
M yaht payly encrefe / krome vertu to vertu. 


Alſo he gaue Merburge / great poſlſeſlyon 

Landes / and rentes / ryches withall 

To edyky and repayꝛe / places of relygyon 

After her delpꝛe / with kauour fpecyati 

TAberwith the buylded / famous memorat: 

Two fayre monaſteryes / Trentam and Hun bury 
Poſſeſſed with rentes / landes / and lyberte. 


Alfo by ſufferaunce / ol the ſayd kynge truly 

She tranflate the kynges maner of Cüebon 
CUbiche was in Hamptonchpꝛe / vnto a monaſtery 
Ok holy women / obleruynge relygyon 
Suffpcpentip endowed / with lybertes / polleſſyon 
OF whiche fayb places / he had the gouernaunce 
As woꝛthy mapſtres / all vertue to auaunce. 


The pere of grace /fyre hundꝛeth foure {cere and nyen 
As ſheweth myne auctout / a Bꝛyton Giraldus 

KRynge Ethelred / myndynge mooſt the blyſle of heuen 
Edykped a collage chyꝛche / notable and kamous 

In the fubbarbes of Cheſter / plealaunt and beauteous 
In the honour of god / and the Bapt yſt laynt Johan 
CUith helpe of byſlhop Aulkryce / and good exoꝛtacyon. 


Allo at the humble / and lynguler fupplycacyon 


Ok bleſled Cgwyn / byflhop of woꝛceſtur 
Chis kynge gaue a place / koꝛ a kundacyon 
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To buylde a monaſterp / to relygyous bꝛethur 

At Cufam vpon Auen / koꝛ heuenly tretur 

Tith a large pꝛecynct / to compas all the abbay 
Hore qupetly to ſerue / our fauyour nyght and day. 


Akter this tyme / Ethelrede the kynge 

By his counfeytt marped / a beautekull lady 

Called quene Oſtryde / a woman of good lyuynge 
Wore in the North parte / doughter Co kynge Ol wy 
To whome fapnt Ol walde / was vncle truly 

The yſſue bytwene them / akter to tuccede 

as a noble pꝛynce / nompnate Colrede. 


Aga ynſt his enemres / the kynge gate vyctoꝛy 
Fortunate in batayle / loꝛe oppꝛeſled Kent 

In all this regyon / kamous was his chyualry 
Namely he lubdued / at the water of Trent 
Egkryde ol Moꝛthumberlande / a kynge auncyent 
His bꝛother in lawe / whan Egkryde agaynſt reaſon 
Entred his landes / by lubtyll intrulpon. 


But after that Oſtryde / Dis quene was layne 
By people of the Noth parte / mooſt cruelly 
The kynge frome that tyme / by grace certayne 
Chaunged his maners / and lyuynge dayly 
frome tempoꝛall cures / and buſpneſſe woꝛldly 
To ghoſtly werkes / and contemplacyon 
Sekynge for heuen / with pure deuocpon. 


Specpallp he folowed / laynt Merburge countelt 

l ynge hym after / her lwete ghoſtly doctryne 

The dere exlamples / as we afore dyd tell 
Uerburge. h.i. 


Moeued his confcpence / to ghoſtly dyſcyplyne 
Cath uche contrycyon / by tpecpall grace deupne 
That all vayne plealures / and honours tranſptoꝛy 
ere clere expulſed / and put out of memoꝛp. 


This kynge rekuled / his feptre and crowne 
Clothes of Tyſhew / and purpull full ropall 
ith ryches / lybertes / plealures / poſleſlpon 

Foꝛ tbe loue of Jhelu/ in herte pꝛyncappall 

And for the merpte / ol his foule helthe withall 
So whan he had reygned nyne and twenty pere 
He chaunged his habpte / layth the ſtoꝛy clere. 


At a relygvous place /nompnate Bardenay 

In Lyncolne hye / vnder his domynyon 
Synguler byloued / ol oput al way 

Deſpꝛed the habyte / with meke lupplpcacyon 
And was recepued / pꝛokeſſynge relygyon 

Euer alter to oblerue / the eſlencpals thee 
Obedpence / chaſtyte / and wylkull pouerte. 


He allygned his crowne / and tempoꝛall dygnyte 
UAnto pꝛynce Kenrede / his brother lone 

As true enherptour / to haue regalyte 

Foꝛ in pure obedyence / pꝛaper and medytacyon 
Ethelrede encreled / with keruent deuocpon 
And as declareth / wyllyam ol Maluptbury 
After was made abbot / ol the layd monaſtery. 


@ Che holy conuerlacpon of kynge Kenred bꝛother to 
lapnt Merburge / a how he rcfufeo his crowne / and was 
made monke at Rome /a ther departed a holy cökeſlour. 

Carri. 


e» whan kynge Etheldꝛede / by heuenly grace 
At Bardenap abbap / pꝛokeſled relygvon 
Than pꝛynce Kenrede / his fucceffour was 

And toke the Emppꝛe / the feptre and the crowne 
Uith moche woꝛchyp / ropalte / and renowne 

As nexte of inherptaunce / by law naturall 

To be kynge of Mercpens/by dylcent lynpall. 


This noble kynge Kenrede / replete with vertu 
Bꝛother to Cerburge / oblerued truly 

The commaundpmentes ok god / a his lawes mooſt tru 
Obedyent to our ſaupour / and loꝛde almyghty 

Loued holy chyꝛche / moot tenderly 

M ynyſtred Juſtyce / to his ſubiectes all 

Mercpkull to the pooꝛe / pyteous and lyberall. 


In all his realme / was no dpuerlyte 

Malyce was ſubdued / rancour and debate 
Uertue encreaſed / true lowe and charyte 

Enup was exyled / and all pryuy hate 

€ pcfte / murthur / robꝛp / were kounde at no gate 
True men mpaht Lpue / without vexacyon 
Pollers / pꝛomoters / had no domynacyon. 


He gaue to our ſauyour / and byſſhop Egwyn 

Foꝛ ghoſtly meryte / with moche honoure 

Ok tenementes and landes / plapnely to determyne 
Aithin woꝛceturſhyꝛe.iiii. (core and koure 

To mapntepne the monaſtery / lpoken of before 
Eueſham vpon Auen / byloꝛe lawkull wytnes 

As the legende of Egwyn / truly dothe expꝛes. 
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To the courte of Rome /hyriae Kenred went 

So dyd Otta kynge / ol the eeſt Sarons 

Alſo byſſhop Eg wyn / by one aſſent 

Deuoutly to vylpte / all the hole ſtacyons 

DE the cytee of Rome / with humble fupplycacyons 
Thankynge our loꝛde /of his mercy 

Hath them pꝛeſerued / and all the yꝛ company. 


This holy byſſhop / and kynge Kenrede 

Oltered to our holy father / pope bone kace 

Cit) mekenes deuocpon fo» ghoſtly mede 
Akoꝛe his collage / wytnes in that cafe 

The foꝛeſayd monaſtery / and relygyous place 
Frome that day euer after / to be clerely exempte 
To the popes holynes / immedpatly obedyent. 


Can they had optayned / perkyte expedycyon 

Ok all theyꝛ bulles / after theyꝛ entent 

They toke lycence / and had the popes benefon 
And towarde Englãde / retourned and went 
Pꝛayſynge out loꝛde / with herte and loue keruent 
Foꝛ theyꝛ good {pede / and pꝛolperous Journay 
Pꝛeſerued in good helthe / all to theyꝛ countray. 


After all this done / kenrede the layd kynge 
Commaunded to be had / a countfeyptl generall 

By letters myſſyue / his peeres and loꝛdes cytynge 
Shoꝛtly to be pꝛeſent / with hym one and all 

As well the ſpyꝛytualte / as the tempoꝛall 

The &yn was kepte at a place called Alue 

And thyder allembled / his pꝛelates of degre. 


Berthtunaldus / the archebyſſhop ol Canturbury 
The archbyſſhop of poꝛke / called CUylkryde 

Mith byſſhops / ſuffreganes / archdekens many 
Dukes / erles / barons / vpon euery ſyde 

Knpahtes / elqupers / and comunes that tyde 

Cete reap to knowe / the kynges mynde and pleature 
ell oꝛdꝛed in place / and ſcylence kepte Cure. 


This gloꝛvous Kenrede / crowned with golde 
Clothed in purpull / role vp fro his place 

After due falutacyon / the caufe mekely he tolde 
CUby he for them lende / and wherkoꝛe it was 
That they ſhulde teſtyky / with hym in this cafe 
That landes he gaue / towarde the kundacyon 
MF the layd monaſtery / with grete deuocyon. 


And how for that abbay / he went to Rome 

And made the place fubtecte / immedpatly 

To out father boniface / and gate an exempeyon 
Foꝛ euer to remapne / to the lapd monaſterp 
Cit) pardons and pꝛyupleges / there redde openly 
And many other benefptes / ot great commodpte 
Tchyten in theyꝛ grauntes / who lyſt them to fe. 


Requ pꝛynge the loꝛdes / ſpyꝛytuall and tempoꝛall 

To graunte to the ſame / with good entent 

And it to conkyꝛme / and roboꝛate ſpecpall 

Mith charters and dedes / and feales patent 

To whole pet ycyon / they dyd all confent 

Made conkyꝛmacyons / and grauntes them amonge 
Uith a terryble lentence / who dothe the place wꝛonge. 
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Kynge Renrede contyoerpnge / the great holynes 
Ok his noble parentes / his vncles euerpchone 
Thepꝛ ropall pꝛogeny / the fufferaunt goodnes 
From this lyfe Cranfptotp / to heuen agone 
Namelyp the vertue / and keruent deuocyon 

Ok his (per Merburge / and his auntes all 
Moeued his mynde / to ſeke for lyfe eternall. 


And as ſaynt Bede layth / whan this noble kynge 
Had regned kyue pere / in great pꝛoſperyte 

He foꝛſoke this woꝛlde / and chaunged his lyuynge 
Retulpnac his crowne / leptre / and dygnyte 

All vayne honours / ryches and regalyte 

And made his vncles fone / pꝛynce Coelrede 

To take his emppꝛe / alter hym to luccede. 


So with all gentylnes / and humplyte 

The kynge of his fubtectes / tone leue ſpecyall 
Commendynge his people / to the trynyte 
Them to conferue / ſpyꝛytuall and tempoꝛall 
Ok his departure / doloꝛous were they all 
Thus for the loue / ot our fauyoute 

He refuted this woꝛlde / plealures and honoure. 


And went to Rome agapne / the pere of grace 
Seuen hundꝛeth and eyght / by full com putacyon 
Uyſytynge the ſtacpons / krome place to place 
Chere was pꝛokeſled / to ſaynt Be nettes relygyon 
Cited vygyls / faſtynges /piayer / medytacyon 
TUhere this holy monke / krome this lyfe trantytoꝛy 
Aith vertu departed / to eternall gloꝛp. 


@ DE pe feruent ¢ ghoſtlp deuocyon of fapnt Terburge 
€ vertuous gouernatice of her places / of p great humi⸗ 
lite fhe vled to her liſters / a al other creatures. Ca. xxiii. 


T venerable Merburge / a moynes gracyous 
Foꝛ her great vertue / and perkyte holyneſſe 
Electe to be gouernour / ouer the nonnes relygeous 
By her vncle kynge Ethelrede / ol his goodnelle 
«Duct dpuers monaſterpes (as is fapp) expꝛeſſe 
Tas conſecrate abbeſſe / and lady gracpous 

By the byſſhop ol Lychekelde / nomynat Sexwulkus. 


And thus the de parted / kro the hous ol Ely 
TUbherin fpe vled / heuenly medytacron 

Vith lycence optapned / in mynde lad and heup 
So were the lyſters / and all the congregacyon 
Ok her departure / hnowynge ber conucrfacpon 
But as wolde charpte / they had great gladnes 
Knowynge by her vertue / relpgyon to encres. 


The fpoutes of Jeu / and floure of benygnyte 
Conſpderynge her ſelte / a lady and pꝛelydent 

Oꝛdered her monaſteryes: ryght well and wylele 
Recepued in (pers / chaſt / humble / obedyent 

Ouer them made rulers / vertuous / and pacyent 

Her ſubiectes to inſtructe / and countepll day and npabt 
Uertue to exalte / and bpce depꝛyue aryght. 


This noble abbeffe / remembꝛynge her duty 
Coat charge it is / to rule a congregacyon 
Humble requyꝛed the grace of god ãlmyghty 
And dylygently pꝛepared / to fupple her rowme. 


Pꝛyncypally tpe gaue / to them euerychone 
Perkpte exſlample / ot vertue in her dede 
CUith vertuous doctryne / the fame co pꝛocede. 


A mpꝛrour of mekeneſle / the was to them all 

A floure of chaſtyte / and well ol clennes 

The frupte of obedyence / in her was ſpecpall 
Rekuſynge vayne pleafures / honours and ryches 
Content with lytell / an exſample of lowlynes 
As dothe belonge / vnto wylfull pouerte 

Pꝛpde ha no reſydence / but all humplpte. 


She was a mpnpſter / rather than a mapſtres 
Her great pꝛeempnence / cauſed no pꝛeſumpcpon 
She was a handmaxd / rather than a pꝛpoꝛes 
Serupnge her ſyſters / with humble fubieccpon 
Subdu ynge her body / to penaunce and afflyccyon 
Subiecte to the ſoule / as realon wolde ſhulde be 

A true ſacrykyce / offered to the trynypte. 


It was no merueyll / tho all her couent 

Under fucbe a ruler / encreaſed in vertu 

Seynge her exlample / akoꝛe them dayly pꝛelent 
Euer augmentynge / thꝛowe the belpe ol Jhelu 
TToꝛldly deſpꝛes / tbe clerely ppp lubdue 

She neuer ware lynon / by day o2 by nyght 

All ryche bapne veſtures / the let by them but lyght. 


In payer medytacyon / the tyme fpe dyſpent 
Pꝛoued: for euer nyght / longe afore matyns 
She wolde vpꝛple / at an houre conuenpent 
And deuoutelp fap /afore our loꝛdes pꝛeſeng 
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Daupd ſpalter Dolly knelynge / with great reuerence 
Oꝛ that her ſyſters / came to the oꝛatoꝛy 
To fay dpupne ferupce / kyndynge her all redy. 


At after matyns / he vled contemplacyon 
Contynually abydynge / vnto the day lyght 
Pꝛoſtrate on the grounde / oꝛ knelynge in deuocyon 
Mepynge full tenderly / with teeres downerpaht 
Many holy oꝛayſons / (pc ſapd day and nyght 
Pyteous / mercpable / and kulll of charyte 

To the pooꝛe people / in theyꝛ necellpte. 


This lady oblerued / uche ſharpe abſtynence 

That one dayly repaſt / wolde her well futfpfe 
Delycate dyſſhe meates / were put out of her pretence 
So nature were content / in moot humble opfe 
The Mode of god / was mooſt delycate fevuyfe 
Myndynge moche more / the foule to fatvfty 

Than pleafe and content / her enemp the body. 


Chete fapo exemples / with many other mo 
Pleaſaunte vnto Jhetu / ſhe taught her couent 
Them to peeferue / frome theyꝛ moꝛtall fo 

By ſynguler vertue / grace to augment 

Der pꝛecepte and lyuynge / were euer coꝛelpondent 
She neuer commaunded fyſter / do any thynge 
But it was kulkylled / in her owne doynge. 


She exoꝛted her chyldꝛen / euer to deuocyon 

TUith manpfolde doctrynes / yzdlenes to erchewe 

Lyke a tender mother / had pyte and compallpon 

She dayly fedde them / and nourpſſhed in all vertue 
Werburge. Lt 


And dylygently pꝛayed / our faupout Jhelu 
Them to pꝛelerue / ot his inkynyte grace ö 
Frome peryll of perychynge / in blyſle to fe his face. 


Allo the. xi. degrees / ol humylyte 

Pacyence / qupetnes / and great perkeccyon 
Mere well obferued/ with true loue and charpte 
Amonge her kyſters / the hole congregacyon 

And the tine eſlencyals / o relygyon 

Myltull pouerte / chaſtyte / and obedyence 

were truly kulkylled / pꝛoued by the confequence. 


As for a paſtyme / amonge her ſyſters all 

She cauled to be redde / auoydynge polenette 

The ſwete legendary / for a memoꝛpall 

And Citas patrum / ſhewynge great twetenelle 
ith other narracyons / ot grace and goodneſle 
Olttymes to her couent / ſhe had a compn fapenge 
Pleate god and loue hym / and doubte pe nothynge. 


All reders excufe me / tho J can not expꝛeſſe 
Foꝛ lacke of lernynge / the vertues moꝛall 
Che Dye perteccpon / and pꝛoued holyneſſe 

Ok this pure vyꝛgyn / and lanctymonpall 
Uher with was decoꝛate / her lyfe moneſtpcall 


Manpkeſt Cart mpꝛacles / by merpte of her mekenefle 


As the true hyſtoꝛp / playnly dothe expꝛeſſe. 


The worthy mypꝛacles / ol this vyꝛgyn pure 
Dylated were / thꝛugh all this regyon 

By deupne futferaumnce / aboue nature 
Pꝛokłytable / to euery chꝛpſten lynguler perfonc 


In ſekeneſſe / trouble /pepne oꝛ vexacyon 
Ol her they haue refuge / helpe / and locoure 
By her merptes / and pꝛaper / that euerpy honoure. 


Her meryptes were / moche more commendable 
Than were her mpꝛacles / man pkeſt and plapne 
Foꝛ why by her merptes/famous and notable 
Spygnes and mpꝛacles / were che wed full playne 
In the Doufe of Ely / bythe grace of our lufferayne 
And in euery place / where the kepte refpoence 

Ok whome parte kolowen / in this rude fentence. 


I How at Medon wylde gees were pynned by her com 
maundyment / a alfo releſhed & put at lyberte. Ca. xxiiii. 


Ta holy vyꝛayn / whan the dwelled at Medon 
In Noꝛthamptonſhyꝛn / with a deuoute couent 
Mhiche place fomtyme / was the kynges manſpon 
Cranflated to an abbay / by her commaundyment 

A mpꝛacle was done / by this noble pꝛelydent 

As the true legende / playnly dothe vs fay 

And all the inhabytauntes / vnto this pꝛelent day. 


A great multytude / lomtyme of wylde gees 

Comunelp called Gauntes / made a great detcrypcyon 
Upon her landes / paſtures / waters / and keldes 
Deuourynge the coꝛnes / and kruytes of TUedon 
Greuous to her ſubiectes / within that potfefTpon 

The people coude kynde / no fuftycyent remepp. 

But ſhe wed theyꝛ complaynte / to Merburge theyꝛ lady. 


han Terburge had herde / this greuous complapne 
Merburge. i.ii. 


97 


How the comes were waſled / y tenauntes hurte therby 
Her herte was moeued / with charyte than certayne 

To ſaue her kruptes / and helpe her company 

CMbherfore che commaunded a leruaunt go haſtely 

To dꝛyue tbofc wylde gees / a bꝛynge home to her place 
There to be pynned / and punyſched for theyꝛ trelpace. 


The mellanger merueyled / and muted in his mynde 
Ok this ſtraunge meflage ſtode ſtyll in a ſtudy 
Knowynge it well / it palled courte ol kynde 

Mylde gees for to pynne / by any mannes polycy 
Syth nature hath oꝛdeyned / luche byrdes to fly 
Suppolynge his lady / had ben vnrealonable 
Commaundynge to do / a thynge vnpoſſpble. 


TUith woꝛdes ol conforte / (De fayd to hym agapne 
Go in my name / do my commaundpment 

The ſeruaunt went forth / thynkynge all but vayne 
Unto the koldes / where the byꝛdes were Tent 

And ſapd his meflage / with mynde and good entent 
My lady commaundes vou / byꝛdes euerychone 
Akoꝛe me to go / vnto her proper manſpone. 


A merue vlous thynge / tranſcendynge nature 
Unto his wordes / the gees were obedpent 

Not one departed / kro thens ye may befure 
Ok all the nombꝛe / that there were pꝛelent 
Towarde her place /afore hym they went 
Mlekelp / as yt they had reafon naturall 

Unto her pꝛeſence / he bꝛought the gauntes all. 


Dyꝛedekully darynge / comen now they be 
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Theyꝛ wynges traylynge / entred into the hall 

Foꝛ great conkuſ yon / akter theyꝛ kynde and pꝛopꝛpte 
Mournynge in theyꝛ maner / abydynge one and all 
Her wyll and Judgment with mercp tpecyall 
Lamentynge all nyght / there in captyupte 

Tyll the moe after / withouten lyberte. 


All that fame nyght / Merburge dyd contynue 

In deuoute pꝛapers / and ympnes celeſtpall 

Akter her olde cuſtome / vled in all vertue 

In the moꝛnynge akter / the byꝛdes that were thꝛall 
THith bye vopces (as yf it were) on her dyd call 
ffo» grace and pardon / ol theyꝛ offence 

And ok departure / to haue kre lycence. 


Than the full pyteous / to euer creature 

Upon thete byꝛdes haupnge conpallyon 
Delyuered them / krome all daunger and cure 
Frelp to departe / vnder this condycyon 

That none of them / vpon the loꝛdſhyp of TUedon 
Shulde make deſtruccyon / noꝛ lyght by any way 
On coꝛnes oꝛ kruptes / neuer atter that day. 


Neuertheles a ſeruaunt / one of the gees dyd take 

And papuelp hydde it / agaynſt iuſtyce and ryght 
Unknowpynge to U erburge /fuche bꝛybꝛw to make 

The byꝛdes departed / moot glad to take ther flyght 
From they. tender Judge / but whan they fate in ſpght 
One of theyꝛ kelawes / taken krome theyꝛ company 

The ſapd great nombꝛe / ol gees retourned haſtelp. 


They fle we ouer / this blefled vyꝛgyns hall 
Uerburge. i.ili. 


Mournpnge and waplynge /atter theyꝛ entent 

And wolde not departe / but faſt on her dyd call. 

yet they durſt not lyght / koꝛ dꝛede cf her cõmaundyment 
But in thepꝛ maner a kynde they ſayd / o Cwete pietypent 
Cy tuffer pe fuche wrekednes / done fo) to be 

Anendes our kelawe / agaynſt all ryght and charpte. 


CUerburge went kyꝛſt / to knowe wherkoꝛe and why 
Thee byꝛdes retourned / lo haſtely certapne 
By grace ſhe percepued / the cauſe of it truly 
And tryed out the truthe / ol all the mater playne 
She reſtaured the byꝛde / to his kelyſhyp agayne 
And gaue them a leſſon / oꝛ they went her fro 
ow they ſhulde pꝛayte / theyꝛ maker and fufferapne 
apenge (benedicite volucres celi domino) 


But as Mpllpam Maluyſbury / ſheweth expꝛeſle 
The qoos that was taken / and ſtollen akoꝛe away 
Tas roſted and eten / the fame nyght doubtleſle 

So whan it was alked / foꝛ vpon the other day 

The bare bones were hough / after this lady veray 
And there by the vertue / ol her benedyccyon 

The bpibe was reſtaured / and fle we away full foonc. 


Certaynlp frome that tyme / vnto this pꝛelent day 
As all the people knowe / dwellpnge about Medon 
Che koꝛeſayd wylde gees / attempten by no way 
Co hurte the yꝛ kruptes / ne lyght in that potfeftyon 
No werueyll it is / remembꝛynge the deuocyon 
And true loue He had / to god omnypotent 

Foꝛ vnto vertue / all thynge is obedpent. 
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@ Dow à tpaunt without pyte punphhynge an Inno⸗ 
cent was punpfbeo/a after made hole. Ca. xxv. 


Orther to declare / the pacyence and humplyte 
And the ſynguler grace / grounded in this abbas 
As in the true legende / playnly ye may fe 
Cc Hall parte rehers / to augment pour folas 
Merburge had a ſeruaunte / whiche named was 
Alnotus à man / of meke conuerfacpon 
Knowen by his merytes / alter due pꝛobacpon. 


Allo a baylyfe (De had / a cruell tyꝛaunt 

hiche pyteoully punyſſhed / without reafon 
And wounded greuoully / Alnot her leruaunt 
TUithout any greuaunce / at the place of THedon 
erburge for pyte / and great compallpon 
Afore this captyfe / khneled on her knee 
Pꝛayenge hym to ceafe /for loue of the trpnypte. 


Sapenge why does thou punyſſhe / this innocent 
Cauſeles without mercy / whiche J byleue plapne 
Js more acceptable / to our loꝛde omnyppotent 

Than many other be / for his mekeneſle certayne 
The bapiyte at her prayer / wolde not rekrayne 

But punyſſhed bpm ſtyll / in his kury and pꝛyde 
Tyll the vengaunce of god / keil on hym that tyde. 


Incontpnente his heed / his necke / and his face 

ere tourned backwarde / lyke a perſone monſtruous 

Contrary to nature / koꝛ his great treĩpace 

Crucpate with ſoꝛowe / and peynes hyduous 

Contynually encreaſynge / to beholde pyteous 
erburge. i.iiii. 
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At the laſt remembꝛed / ok the bett remedy 
Fell pꝛoſtrate to the fete /ot Merburge his lady. 


And cryed vpon her / with wokull chere 
Mepynge / lamentynge / his great inyqupte 
My louely lady / and mayſtres mooſt dere 
Helpe me Ciwete abbeſle / in this neceſlpte 
J haue offended god / now pray foꝛ me 

And J wyll neuer / endurynge all my lyke 
Dyſpleaſe no more / man / mayde / ne ipfe. 


CUhan Cderburge conſpdered / his great contrycyon 
His wookull herte / and lamentable crye 

Upon hym fpe had / tender compallyon 

Beholdynge his greuaunce / and tender agony 
Good bꝛother the layd / who fo wyll haue mercy 
Muſt be mercyable / as in pꝛouerbe wꝛpten is 
ho is without mercy / ol mercy Hall mys. 


Call onto mynde / thy owne wycked Debe 

In punychynge this pooꝛe man / without offence 
To fc his punyſhment / my herte fore dyd blede 
J kneled afore thy fete / det yꝛwnge indulgence 
Thou toke no regarde / to my payer ne pꝛeſence 
CAherfoꝛe the Juſtyce / ot god almyghty 

Upon the is fallen / for thy ſynne ſodayly. 


Than che had ended / her ghoſtly exoꝛtacyon 
Perceyuynge hym penytent / with great humplyte 
Gladde to amende / vyce and cranfarcftyon 

Anone vnto pꝛaper / he went with charyte 
Optepned koꝛgpueneſſe / ot the bleed trynyte 


His fylnamp / reſtaured to his kynde agayne 
Bothe bodyly and aboffly / cured was certapne. 


This foꝛeſayd Alnotus / by ſynguler grace 
KRekuſed this woꝛlde / plealures and vanpte 

Uent onto wylderneſle / and machoꝛpte was 
home theues martpꝛed / to heuen blyſle went he 
At Stow belyde Bukbꝛpdge / buryed was trule 
Foꝛ whome our loꝛde / ol his inkynyte goodnes 
Shewed many mpaacles / altypꝛmynge his holpnes. 


How dpuers pꝛynces kolowynge Cenfualyte intem 
dynge to violate this vyꝛgyn bi power / bi mpꝛacle were 
put to conkuſpon. Ca. xxvi. 


Nother ſygne was ſhewed / by the kynge of blys 
Ok a wanton yipnce / kolowynge fentualpte 
And his kragyll appetyte / in doynge amps 
Entendynge by vyolence / power / and auctorpte 
To depꝛpue Caerbutac /of her vyꝛgynyte 
Elpped a ſeaſon / to kulkpll his entent 
han the was folptary / and no man there pꝛelent. 


By force than he began / this mayd to aſlayle 

But (c truſtynge in god / to be her pꝛotectour 
Cfcappnae his peetence / caſt her facrat vaple 

for lyghtneſſe and cafe / to fle from the traytour 

The fonne beame recepued it / whiche hãged that houre 
TUbiche mpiade ſene / the pꝛynce fledde away 

The vyꝛgyn was pꝛelerued / by grace that day. 


«| Another mpꝛacle / was done in Kent 


In the vyllage of Hoo / pet full memoꝛous 

A fenfuati pꝛynce / ok wycked confent 

Purpoled to maculate / this vyꝛgyn gloꝛyous 
Contyderynge her perlone / lo kayꝛe and beauteous 
Taryed the lealon / to kynde her folytary 

By power to opprefle / this gracyous lady. 


TUban the tyme was comen / he thought conuenpent 
After her kuryoully / he ranne a kaſt pace 

She knowynge his mynde / add vnchaſt entent 
Seynge no remedy / by man in that place 

Called to our ſaupoure / foꝛ his helpe and grace 
Sapenge bletled lode / koꝛ thy endles pyte 

Dekende e this dave / and laue my chaſtpte. 


And as the fledde / krome this cruell perlone 

She ranne for focour / to a great oke tree 

By grace the layd tree / opened that fame feafon 
Sulkkerynge this mayd / to haue ture and fre entree 
CUherby He elcaped his / wycked tyꝛannpe 

IUhiche tree to this day / endurynge all the pere 

By mpꝛacle is vernaunte / kreſſhe / grene / and dete. 


Ok the layd oke tree / is a famous opyn pon 

That no man may entre / the sayd concaupte 

In deedly ſynne bounden / without contrycyon 
But in clene perkyte lyfe / who foeuer he be 

Map entre the ſayd ole / with fre lyberte 

And nyah to that place / a chyꝛche is now dedycate 
In the honour of god / and werburge immaculate. 


@ Many other mpꝛacles / our bleſſed lau pour 
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Shewed fo? this vyꝛgyn / ol his goodnes 
Conforte to the people / in Cekenes and langour 
That to her wyll (che / in theyꝛ dyſtreſſe 

Her excellent vertue / and great holyneſle 

By ſygnes and mpꝛacles / were dayly man pkelt 
To many a creature / with peynes oppꝛeſt. 


The kame wherokt ſpꝛange / lo kaſt aboute 
Notykyed playne / in all this regyon 

The people appꝛoched / withouten doubte 

To linowe her bleſſed / and holy conicrfacyon 
And of thele mpꝛacles / to haue pꝛobacyon 

By the ſyght wherot / they myght all glopty 
TUith top and gladnelle / our loꝛde god almyghty. 


There was no ſekeneſle / noꝛ inkyꝛmpte 

That mankynde had / noꝛ vexacpon 

But by her pꝛaper / and humpylyte 

Makynge £o» them / to our lode interceſſpon 
They were reſtaured / to helthe and faluacpon 
All by the meryte / ol this vyꝛgyn pure 

A ſynguler refuge / vnto euerp creature. 


To the dombe was gypuen / lpeche and language 
To blynde theyꝛ ſyght / to defe theyꝛ herynge 
To halte and lame people / helthe in euery aege 
By deupne grace / and her ghoſtly lyuynge 


The people appꝛochynge / nygh to her in dwellynge 


By callyge to her / in the name ol Jhelu 
Had they petycyon / by her lynguler vertu. 


Some other that were / kully polleſled 
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TUith wycked ſpyꝛytes / vexynge the mynde 

€» with ſekenes incurable / myſerably greued 

By her dayly pꝛayer / aboue courſe of kynde 

Ok thepꝛ dyleales / they ſhulde remedy kynde 

And from her departe / in foule with gladneſle 
Uhiche to her came / loꝛy in pepne and wꝛetchednes. 


How fapnt Merburge gaue knowledge to her fyſters 
of her departure a how che oꝛdered t vertue her layd mo 
naſterpes afore her dethe. Cd. xxvii. 


(Uk bleſled abbeſſe / and vertuous floure 
The well of clennes / and humplyte 
Called to mynde / the woꝛdes of our fauyour 
Kebheried by Mathewe / in his euangely 
The byctory all crowne / ot eterne glory 

Is gyuen to them / that be redy eche houre 

C yfely attendynge / whan they be lende fore, 


This texte was euer / in her memoꝛpall 
Pꝛompte alway redy / as a true ſpouſes 

Co wa pte on her ſpouſe / whan he wyll call 
Her lampe replete / with ople of mekenes 
DSynguler gyktes / che had of chꝛyſtes goodnes 
Inſppꝛed with the ſpyꝛpte / ol pꝛophecy 
SHecrete thynges to come / knowynge therby. 


She knewe the lealon / was haſtely comynge 

Ok her departure / fro this lyfe moꝛtall 

CUhertore the oꝛdꝛed / ladly euery thynge 

Mithin her monaſteryes / and charges lpyꝛytuall 
Uylytynge her couent / with her pꝛelence perlonall 
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Gaue knowlege to them / that loone and haſtely 
She ſhulde departe / krome this lyke tranſptoꝛp. 


Akoꝛe her were called / the ſyſters of pche place 
And were apoynted / who ſhulde fuccede 

After to be gouernour / ruler / and abbeffe 

To the plcafutc of god / and there ghoſtly mede 
Specpallp commendynge / vertue as we rede 
TUhat meryte they (ball haue / ol god almyghty 
In ſppꝛytuall cures / that done well theyꝛ Duty. 


All other offpcers/ within eche monaſterp 
ere aſſygned by Merburge / theyꝛ pꝛelydent 
And vnder obedyence / charged full depely 

€ Dey» offpcc to execute / vertue to augment 
Foꝛ the ſynguler pꝛokyte /of all the couent 
She gaue to yvche place / landes and poſleſſpon 
Suftpcpently to ſerue / all the congregacyon. 


han ($e had oꝛdeyned / eche place in charpte 
Dylchargynge her contcpence / chargynge them all 
To obferue relygyon / with perkyte humplyte 
After her exemple / and doctryne pꝛyncppall 

She had perkyte knowlege / by grace tupernaturall 
Her body ſhulde reſt / in the place of Damburgens 
Akter her departure / by deupne pꝛoupdens. 


Alherkoꝛe (be commaunded / the couent of Hambury 
CUptelp to attende / with all theyꝛ dylygence 

Apon the ende / ol her lyfe tranlytoꝛy 

CUberetoewer it be / to come with benyuolence 

And incontynent take / her body with reuerence 
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And bꝛynge it ſhoꝛtly / onto theyꝛ monaſtery 
There to be tumplate / alter her delydery. 


As it pleafeth our lode / and celeſtyall lufkerapne 
To ſende to his feruaunte / his vycytacyon 

The day was apoynted / the houre incertayne 
Ok her departure / krome worldly vexacyon 

The meflanger ok dethe / the ende of trybulacyon 
Oppꝛeſſed this lady / mooſt woꝛthy kame 

Nyght at her monaſtery / nompnat Trentame. 


She thanked her maker / layenge day and nyght 
Aell come be the vylytacyon / ot god almyghty 
She called her ſyſters / pꝛelent afore her lyght 
Her entente reherlynge / to them tenderly 
Deſpꝛynge all them / to folowe dylygently 

The lawes ol god / with honour and reuerence 
And to her counfeplU to gyue fully credence. 


Sapenge dere byloued ſyſters / in our faupour 
O ſppꝛptuall chyldꝛen / my derlynges mooſt dere 
Cachiche haue rekuled / all worldly honour 

To ſerue our loꝛde / with herte and mynde clere 
Suffer no ſynne / in pour ſoule to apere 

But waflhe it away / by bytter contrycyon 
ith pꝛaper penaunce / and true conkeſſpon. 


And truſt pe well pour true obedyence 

pour chaſt lyuynge / and wylkull pouerte 
pour daply pꝛapers / vygyls / and abſtynence 
That ye haue oblerued / her onder me 
Shalbe recompented / a thoulande folde trule 
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Chan ye Halbe taken / kro this lyke trantptoryp 
pour rewarde ſhalbe / with immoꝛtall gloꝛp. 


As for m dethe / whiche appꝛoches nere 

J dꝛede nothynge / tho nature ferefull be 

4 knowe for certapne / who departeth well here 
43 newe boꝛne agayne / to Jope and kelycyte 
Iche chꝛyſten man hath / a thꝛekolde natyuyte 
Fyꝛſt of his parentes / by cours of nature 
Borne to mary troubles / and ſoꝛowes fure. 


By the Ceconde byꝛthe / whiche is more excellent 
At konte of baptym / we haue regeneracpon 

By kayth pꝛokeſled / to god omnypotent 

And made the chyldꝛen / or ghoſtly faluacpon 

To auoyde by grace / all wycked temptacyon 

To be inherptours / ol Jop perpetuall j 
Folowynge the countepll/ot holy chyꝛche withall. 


The thyꝛde byꝛthe / mooſt ferefull and to be dꝛedde 
Js whan the loule / departeth kro the body 

To papne o? blyſſe / and leues the cows dedde 

To tourne agayne to erthe / to watt and putryky 
In this thyꝛde byꝛthe / by callynge aferve for mercy 
Dur ſoule hall lyue in blyſſe / euerlaſtynge 
Crowned with vyctoꝛp / koꝛ our chat lyuynge. 


The fYocte byꝛde cloled / in a cage a longe leaſon 
Gladly entendeth / to fly at lyberte 

The pꝛploner ketered / and catt in depe dongeon 
Euer ſuppoles / to be rydde frome captpupte 
The ſoule of mankynde / mooſt dygne of dutye 
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Naturally pefpictD; pꝛoued by reafon 
To be delpuered / krome bodylp peyton. 


@ DE pe ghoſtli exoꝛtacypon ſapnt TUerburge made to her 
lyſters in her lekeneſle / and how deuoutely (be rece yued 
ve facrametes of holy chyꝛche byfore her deth. Ca.rrbiu. 


He dap knowen / to her by reuelacyon 
Ok her departure / by ſygnes euydent 
She lende for all / the hole congregacyon 
And in pꝛeſence / ot all her holy couent 
She called fo» the bleſled facrament 
To whome (De ſayd / with woꝛdes expꝛeſle 
ith wepynge teeres / and great mekeneſſe. 


Tell come my loꝛde / well come my kynge 
Cell come my futterayne / and faupout 
TUell come my conkoꝛte / and top euerlaſtynge 
My truſt / my treaſure / my helpe and focout 
Cell come my maker / and my redemptour 
The lone of god / mooſt in maieſte 
ithouten begynnynge / and endeles thalbe. 


J byleue that thou / koꝛ all mankynde 

Frome heuer delcended / ol thy charyte 

And was incarnate / lcrypture dothe mynde 
In the vyꝛgynall wombe / ol bleſſed marye 
And futfereo dethe / to make vs all fre 
Deſcended to hell / roole the thyꝛde day 
Alcended to heuen / and our raunton dyd pay. 


And J knowlege to the / with pure entent 
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On Shoꝛpthurlday /after thy pallyon 

Thy moott bleſled body / in facrament 

Thou gaue to vs / for out communpon 

To be our defence / and ghoſtly tuycyon 

Now pꝛelent here / in forme of bꝛeed 

To Judge mankynde / bothe quycke and deed. 


O fuffcrayne lau pour / replete with grace 

I the beleche / haue pyte vpon me 

And in my ſoule / make a dwellynge place 
Expulce all vyce / (prc and mylerp 

Dekende my foule / krome our aducrfarp 

Saue and pꝛotecte me / krom peynes inkernall 
And bꝛynge thꝛugh thy mercy / to iope perpetuall 


Thus with reuerence / and great humplyte 
She recepued / the bleſled facrament 

The ſeconde perfone / in trynpte 

In perkyte fayth / hope / and loue keruent 
Mlith great contrycyon / as it was apparent 
Her herte lykte vp / towarde heuen on hye 
Abydynge the wyll / ok god almyghty. 


She exoꝛted / her lyſters euerychone 

Chat were there pꝛelent / in companye 
Deſpꝛynge them all / with tupplycacyon 

To remembee her / layenge with humylyte 
My lyſters in god / now knowe may ye 

My da pes ben kerre paſt / comynge is the houre 
CUberfore J betake vou / kyꝛſt to our faupour. 


Pꝛayenge you tenderlp / fo the loue of me 
Merburge. k. i. 
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In deuyne ſerupce / loke pe contynu 
Sbleruynge pacyence / mekenes / and chattyte 
Encreſynge in relygyon / by the grace of Jhelu 
Tho fo perceuers / in herte and mynde true 
Under obedpence / to the extreme day 

Js ture to be ſaued / lcrypture fo doth (ay. 


Alſo remembꝛe / that all worldly ropalte 
Honour / ryches / plealure / poſſeſſpon 

Ik ye conſpder / are but a vanyte 
Nothynge allured / to truſt therupon 
TUbherfore dyſpoſe you / to vertue alor 
Canylc ye endure / in this lyfe moꝛtall 
Tyll that ye come / to Joy perpetuall. 


Secondly (be tayo / lyſters J vou map 

Rept well the oder / ol perkyte charyte 
Neuer declynynge / kro it by no way 

As vc haue taken / exemple ol me 

Iche loue other / and woꝛchyp in theyꝛ degre 
So that no murmure / noꝛ dyſſymulacyon 
Be kounde autore / this holy congregacpon. 


Be euer lowly / humble / and obedyent 
Aith due reuerence / woꝛſhyp and honoure 
Folowe the mynde / ot your mefpoent 
Unto pour heed / and ghoſtly gouernoure 
Kepe well chaſtpte / that pꝛecyous floure 
So that no thought / ol tenfualpte 
Goꝛrupte pour mynde / to bꝛeke vyꝛgynpte. 


Se that pe vle / dylerete temperaunce 
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Abſtenynge krome bapne ſuperflupte 

Se that amonge vou / be kounde no barpaunce 
Bepe well the degrees /of humplyte 

Chele and many other / exemples of charyte 
She taught her couent /of lynguler deuocyon 
How they ſhulde optayne / to hye perkeccyon. 


Thyꝛdly the pꝛaped / ſayenge with mynde dylygent 
O bleſſed ſaupour / J deſpꝛe the 

Saue and dekende / my hole couent 

And theyꝛ monaſterpes / ot thy great pyte 

Frome peryll of perychynge / and frome enmpte 
That all the fubiectes / of our congregacyon 

Map well oblerue / theyꝛ holy pꝛokeſſpon. 


And graunt me ſwete loꝛde / thꝛowe thy goodnes 
CCiho fo in thy name / vpon me dothe call 

In langour / mplery / in peyne / oꝛ ſekenes 

Allo women with chylde / in peynes thrall 
Map haue remedy / and helpe ſpecpall 

And people in pꝛyſon / halte / blynde / and lame 
By me may magnyty / thy gloꝛpous name. 


Than the requpꝛed / with humplypte 

The fpyiptuali ſuſterage /of holy vnccyon 

Her foule to conforte /frome all aduerfyte 

She toke her leue / and kyſled them ycheon 
Alas what herte / myght ſhe we the lamentacyon 
The wepynge / waplynge / and wokull heupnes 
At the departure / ol theyꝛ lwete mayſtres. 


¶ Ok the departure of fapnt Merburge puto heus at the 
Merburge. R. ii. 


abbay of C tentant / fro this mypferable tyfe / & what la⸗ 
mentacpon her fpiters made for her dethe. Cad. xxix. 


QQ all her inkyꝛmpte / peyne and bulpnelle 
She bled pꝛayer / and medytacyon 
Callynge for mercy / by interpoꝛ mekeneſle 
Ctt) we pynge eyes / and great lamentacpon 
KRemembꝛynge in herte / our loꝛdes paflpon 
Commendpnge her couent / vnto our faupour 
To be they defence / ayde / and pꝛotectour. 


The pepries encrealed / ot her inkyꝛmpte 
The panges doubled / her peyne to augment 
Nature decaped / vnto ſuch debylyte 

That the ſygnes of dethe / appered eupdent 
The houre appꝛoched / after all Judgment 
Mherkoꝛe all thynges / were redy pꝛeparate 
As was conuenpent / foꝛ fo noble a ſtate. 


Her tpoufe IJhelus / hau nge pyte and cure 
Upon his ſpouſes / in extreme dyſtreſle 

TUolde not tuffer her peyne / longer endure 

But lende his angels / with great lyghtneſle 

To conkoꝛte his ſeruaunt / in pepne and lekeneſſe 
To dyſſolue her wo / and great penalte 

And bꝛynge vp her ſoule / to eterne felpcyte. 


There derknes was tourned / all vnto lyght 
Langour and trouble / vnto pꝛoſperyte 

The day was gouernour / ouer the nyght 

CUhan that the paſſed / this Ipfe trantytoꝛy 
Bondage and thꝛaldome / were bꝛought to lyberte 
The tyme of Jope / and euerlaſtynge pleature 


as appꝛochynge to Merburge / euer to endure. 


A multptude of angelles / ſhynynge mooſt clere 
Mere redy to gyde / with humble reuerence 
The ſoule of werburge / as truly dyd apere 
And bꝛought it to blys / vnto the hye pꝛelence 
Ok almyghty god / mooſt ol magnykycence 
Clerely releached / krome peynes of purgatory 
To be rewarded / with euerlaſtynge gloꝛp. 


This bleffeo vyꝛgyn / gloꝛpous and pure 

In ſtedkaſt fayth / hope / loue / and charyte 

The thyꝛde day ol Febꝛuary / ye may be fure 
Exppꝛed frome this lyfe / caduce and trantyton 
To eterne blyſſe / coꝛonate with vyctoꝛy 
Chaungynge her lyke / mylerable and thꝛall 
Foꝛ inkynyte tope / and glorp eternall. 


THith moche honour / thete tpyꝛytuall mynyſters 
Conueped the foule / aboue the kyꝛmament 
Paſſynge the feuen planettes / and all the ſterres 
Unto the pꝛeſence / ol god omnypotent 
Syngynge full ſwetelp / theyꝛ fonges equybalent 
Ok plcafaunt armony / ot conkoꝛte and blys 
Salutynge her mekely / with woꝛdes reuerent 
Cent dilecta: bent coꝛonabiris. 


The thee Jerarcheles / were redy pꝛelent 

TUith heuenly melody / to receyue this monpall 

Che quere of vyꝛgyns / mette her incontynent 

Mith great lolempnyte / and pꝛoceſſpon ropall 

Pꝛeſentynge her foule / with myrthes angel ycall 

To Fhetu her fpoute / to whome he tayo truly 
Merburge. R.iii. 


Mell come dere doughter / to blytfe celeſtyall 
Intra in gaudium: domui tui. 


In meane tyme and ſpace / this venerable body 
(The foule departed) lap whyte / ſtre yght and colde 
Sompnge as on llepe / he had ben verely 

Mith f'octe odours fragrant / pallynge manpkolde 
All ſpyces and herbes / in erth may be tolde 

The place was fo plcafaunt / tull of delyce 

Lyke as it had ben / an erthly paradyce. 


This kfoꝛſavd venerable congregacyon 

ith wepynge teeres / and fypabes lamentable 
Maſſhed the lwete body / akter the olde cuſtome 

And dꝛeſſed the coꝛps / with clothes honoꝛable 

Prepared all neceflarpes / plealaunt and commendable 
To churche the was bꝛought /folentply in tegbt 

CCitb keruent deuocyon / to be watched all nyght. 


And as they watched / with due mynyſtracyon 
Ouer the ſayd cops / deuoutly pꝛapenge 

They made great mournpnge / and lamentacyon 
Euerychone to other / £o» her departynge 

Alas they all ſavd / with wokull waplpnge 

Our ſolace / our helthe / is ciere gone away 

Alas for ſoꝛowe / what hall we now fap. 


The ſterre of our contoxte / is extyncte dere 
The lanturne of our lyght / is taken vs fro 
The floure of chaſtyte / is lapd vpon a bere 

The mprrour of mekenes / now lyeth full loo 
The treafute of relygyon / krom us now is ago 
Our foe encreted / wꝛetchednes / and miferp 


Syth thou arte de parted / alas what remedy : 


Our hertes ben plonged / in great wo and peyne 
Our myndes are medled / with Deuy langour 

How ſhulde we now reſt frome moꝛnynge certayne 
Beholdynge now deed / whylom our pꝛotectour 
Swete lady thou art gone / krome vs for euermoꝛe 
Our deedly ſoꝛowe / replete with bytternes 

Foꝛ waylynge and wepynge / can neuer ceas. 


Aith herte mynde and voyce / to the we do call 
O bleſſed Merburge / our moot dere mayſtres 
O lufferayne lady and ruler of vs all 

Uhy hate thou vs Lette / in fucbe heupneſle 

It thy wyll had ben / it is knowen expꝛeſle 
Thou myght haue tarped / with vs by petycyon 
Alas remedpleſſe / is our lamentacpon 


frome vs thou arte taken / and gone is our folace 

The mpirout of vertue / is deed now with the 

The tryed ſtock of truth / and the grounde of grace 

Fs pyteouſlp decaped / our hope and fufferapnte 

O biefled ſaupour / vpon vs haue pyte 

Sende vs our conforte / by thy great myght agapne 

As thou bate reyſed many / krom dethe to lyfe certapne. 


O dꝛedekull dethe / cruell enemy to nature 

Tith dolekull heuynes / on the we map complapne 
Takynge our heed frome vs / to our great dylconkyture 
Path bꝛought vs to thꝛaldome / wolulnes and peyne 
Nother kynge ne emperour / thy kauour may optapne 
But he mull de parte / areſted with thy launce. 


Thanke we god of all / for it is his pleafaumce. 


@ Pow the bamburgentes toke the bleſled body of Mer 
burge frome Trentam by mpꝛacle a bꝛought it to Dant 
butp/a of ye burpall of werburge / a of manpkolde mpꝛa⸗ 
des ſhewed for her merptes ix. pere after her e 


His gloꝛvous vyꝛgyn / and mooſt bleſſed abbace 
Departed from this lyke / caduce and trantptory 
(As afore is fapd) the pere and tyme of grace 
Almooſt ſeuen hundꝛeth / the thyꝛde day of Febꝛuary 
Co celeſtpall bipile / and inkynyte gloꝛy 
Her ſubiectes oppꝛeſſed / with wylkull penſpueneſſe 
Mith great trybulacyon / care and heupneſſe. 


But where werburge gave / in commaundpment 
To burp her coꝛps / at place of Hamburp 

As was the wyll / ol our loꝛde omnypotent 

Her lubiectes ol Trentam / whiche had her body 
Purpoled her wyll / and entent to deny 
Prepared to kepe / the coꝛps by ſtronge hande 
Cath them to remapne / as pe (ball vnderſtande. 


Che ſayd people of Trentam / watched full dylpgent 
Her corps fultyllynge / the oblequ pes funerall 
Entendynge to auoyde / and kruſtrate her teſtament 
Gate a great company / by power Marcpall 

Cloſed tatf theyꝛ dooꝛes / and gates one and all 

Made fure yche place / by theyꝛ pꝛoupdens 

Foꝛ to kepe the corps / excludynge Thamburgens. 


But as Salomon tapth /fentencpoutip 
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There map be no counfeplL/ power ne pꝛudence 
Apyſedome of man / noꝛ naturall polycy 

To derogate oꝛ chaunge / deu yne ſentence 
Pꝛoued euer day / by true experyence 

Tho mankynde pꝛepoſe / his mynde to kulkyll 
pet god dyſpoleth / all thynge at his wyll. 


And as they watched / the fame ſayd nyght 

Mooſt buſply / to execute they wyll and entent 

By deupne pꝛouydence / paſſynge mannes myght 
Sode ynly on llepe / was all that couent 

Thepꝛ company and mynpſters / that were there Tent 
Hauypnge no power / koꝛ to waken doubtles 

God fo pꝛoupded / fo theyꝛ great mayſtres. 


Than (boxtiy retembled / vnto that Capp place 

The people of Hamburgens / a great company 
THith the mynpſters ol god / people full ol grace 
And anone by the wyll / ol our loꝛde almyghty 

The lockes and the barres / ol that fayd monaſtery 
Fell downe to the grounde / by power fupernatt 
ithout mannes hande / that enter they myght all. 


Mhiche myꝛacle pꝛoued / the people of hambury 
Entred Trentam abbay / with mynde reuerent 

And kounde there on flepe / all the other company 

Man / woman / and chylde / all that were pꝛelent 

They kneled all Downe / and woꝛſhypped the lacrament 
Pꝛayſynge our maker / ot theyꝛ good ſpede 

Thepꝛ ſpecpall ſocour / euer at they nede. 


Her blefled body / krom Trentam they dyd tane 
TUerburge. Lh 
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Gladly departynge / out of the monaſtery 
Mother man noꝛ woman / had power to wake 
Tyll they were palled / all greuous Jeopardy 
Magnpkypenge our lode /of his grace deuoutly 
Solemply Cyngyng their fonges celeſtiall 
CUith infinite gladnes / and comfort fpirituall. 


After all this done / this holy congregacion 
Mith reuerence / honour / and lolempnite 
TUith wepynge tearis / koꝛ pure affection 
Mith lamentable ſonges / malle and dirige 
Buried the coꝛps / ot this blelled ladie 

Right in the chauncell / ot the fapo abbay 
There bodily to reſt / as her wyll was alway. 


All oblequies ended / therto belongynge 

As was agreable for ſuche a pꝛelident 

The lyſters departed / with clamour and mournynge 
Plonged in heuynes / and to their celles went 

To wepe and wayle fecretly / their hartis to content 
Criynge alas alas / nowe buried haue we 

The exemple of vertu / mekenes / and chattite. 


And as the hiſtoꝛy of her lyke / doth expꝛeſle 

In a boke nominat / the thꝛid Pallionary 

After the buriall of this patroneſle 

The place was decoꝛat / with mpꝛacles many 
Aanikeſt to the people / ol euery pꝛogeny 

Howe god almyghty of his ſpeciall grace 

Path done £o? his feruant / in ſhoꝛt tyme and ſpace. 


Foꝛ many people greued with inkirmite 


Doloꝛous of hert / and interiour tribulacion 
Heupnes of mynde / oꝛ other penalite 
To her graue reſoꝛtyng / with keruent deuocion 
Sekynge for remedy / with great contricion 
Anon by her pꝛaper / vnto our faupout 

They were relealed from pepne and langour. 


Alſo by her merite fuffrage and peticion 

Euery humble creature had helpe and fuccout 

To diſtract perlons / was pelded realon 

wikked ſpirites expulſed. were that fame hour 

Im potent and keble to helth (be dyd reſtour 

Halt and lame had patfage / the blynde had ptect ſyght 
The dombe had ſpeche / the dete herynge ryght. 


omen with childe / beynge in great ieopardy 
Namely in trauelyng / greued with wo and payne 
Than they myght nat come / lendyng to her oꝛatoꝛpe 
Makynge true oblacion / reſtaured were certapne 
To helth and pꝛolperite / krom wo delpuered playne 
And ik they obteyned a relique from the place 

The mother and childe / by it kounde ſpeciall grace. 


The deuout pilgrym / the perfit marpner 

The true laboꝛer / the marchant with richelle 

The carefull pore man / the peynkull pꝛiſoner 
Cere ſondꝛy tymes del yuered krom wo and diſtrelle 
len / women / child ; / fekynge with mekenes 
This glorious virgyn / with humble ſupplicacion 
Founde foone remedie / helpe and conſolacion. 


C à litle bꝛeue rehertall of her lyke / and howe for her 
Merburge. Lt, 


mpꝛacles chewed pe couent of Danbury purpofep to tra 
(late her body / by the helpe of Mercpens. Cà.xxxi. 


T His gloꝛpous lady / and gemme of holyneſſe 
Ol kyue mpabty kynges / delcended lynpally 
A pꝛynces / an enherptryce / replete with mekenes 
Refuted all pleaſures / pompe / and vayne glory 
Entred relygyon / pꝛoteſled at Ely 

A ſpectacle of vertue / dwellynge in that place 
And a floure of chaſtyte / electe by lynguler grace. 


Her honorable vncle / kynge Ethelrede 
Conſyderynge her vertue / and hye deuocpon 
Made her gouernour / koꝛ ghoſtly helthe and mede 
«Duet all the monaſterpes / within his regyon 

Foꝛ the fute encrefement / ot perkyte relygyon 
Foure of thele monaſteryes / we haue in memory 
As Medon / Trentam / Repton / and Hamburp. 


han the was ruler / and chefe pꝛelydent 

Ok thele fayd places / vnder god almyghty 
Than vertue and goodnes / daply dyd augment 
By heuenly grace / to the foule helthe of many 
And by her exemple / and doctryne gholtly 
Kynges / loꝛdes / barons / rekulynge theyꝛ royalte 
Entred relygyon / with great humplyte. 


Her lyke and doctryne / agreed bothe in one 

Pꝛoued in effecte / by ſpecyall gyktes of grace 

Many the conuerted / vnto contemplacyon 

Co pꝛaper and penaunce / whyle they had here (pace 
Her couent and ſubiectes / within euery place 

By her excellent vertue / and hye dylcrecyon 


Here gratiouſly gouerned / koꝛ theyꝛ faluacion. 


Her dwellynge was moſt at the place of THedon 
Cere many mpꝛacles were ſhewedopenly 

And at Trentam abba / ol her koundacion 

From pepne ſhe departed to eternall gloꝛy 

After her entent was buried at Hambury 

Ol whom it map be layd / here lyeth nowe pꝛelent 
A puncelle / a virgin / a nonne / and a pꝛelident. 


The deuout couent of her congregacion 

Ahiche hath long wapled / with ſoꝛowkull payne 
Nowe haue great caute to make confolacton 

And gyue due honour to our loꝛde and fufferapne 
Knowynge that Terburge / in blyſle is nowe certayne 
for them all dayly a true mediatrice 

In the heupnly tronc /afore the hie Juſtice. 


Our fauiour efus / graunter of all goodnes 
Conlyderyng the mekenes / and pure virginite 
Ok Merburge his ſpoule / and pꝛoued holynes 
By ſpeciall grace /pꝛelerued her body 

Co his laude and honour / his name to magnikpe 
Both hole and founde / krom naturall refolucion 
As bet foule was clere fron vice and coꝛruption. 


This immaculat maybe / ſhenyng more bꝛyght 

Than radiant phebus in the triumphant trone 

Alith the quere of virgins / pꝛayleth day and nyght 

The bleſſed trinite with due adoꝛacion 

Ok perpetuall pleature hauyng the frupcion 

A ſingular interceſſour for her ſeruauntes all 
Uerburge. l. iii. 


That here in erth mekely to her wyll call 


And though her body do reſt nowe in graue 
pet notable ſignes contynually be done 
Some warned in their Mepe comfort to haue 
By viſityng her place / callynge her vpon 
Mith contrite hert makyng true oblacion. 
Nhiche thynge contynued by fpace ok. ix. yere 
l ich meruailous mpꝛacles eupdent and clere 


The couent conſyderyng luche great company 
From diuers partes reſoꝛtynge to theyꝛ place 

In pylgrimage to Merburge / koꝛ helpe and remedy 
Entended to tranſlate this gloꝛious abbaſſe 

To exalte her body replet with great grace 

To her great honour / comkoꝛt to eche creature 

Pite that uche a relique ſhulde lye in fepuiture 


To the piayes and honour of god omnipotent 

And of faint Terburge laude and reuerence 

The couent and the people by one atfent 

Deſired Coelrede than kynge of merciens 

fot aide in this cafe / helpe and diligence 

Uhiche thynge graunted) the day appointed was 
The clergy and the comons reioifed with folace 


@ DE the folempne tranflacton ok this alonous virgyn 
faint Merburge / and of the great mpꝛacles done at the 
fapd fcafor by the myght of god and merite of this gra⸗ 
cious lady. Cap. xxxii. 


At the day appopnted of her tranflacion 


Kynge Coelred and his counfell were redy pꝛelent 
Cath byſſhops and the clergy men of deuocion 
Her ſyſters and fubiettes a religious couent 

The comon people krom eche place thider went 
Cito great gladnes / the hole for pleaſure goſtly 
The fecic and impotent for helth and remedy 


The byſſhops and clergy ode vpon one parte 
Ok her holy graue / and her lyſters echone 
Syngynge and pꝛaylynge the bleſled trinite 
Che kyng and his conntell with great deuocion 
Stode on the other parte in contemplacion 
The graue was opened eleuat was the chett 
Mherin her holy corps. te. vere fully dyd vett 


han this layd monument dilcouered was 
Suche a ſuauite and fragrant odoure 
Alcended krom the coꝛps by ſingular grace 
Paſſyng all woꝛldly fwetnes and fauour 
Chat all there piefent that day and hour 
Suppoled they had ben / in the kelicite 

Ok erthely paradife / without ambiguite. 


And as eche man thaught by naturall reafon 
Nothynge Hulde remapn of that bleſled body 
But the bare boones / all els to reſolucion 
The couerture remoued by the fapo clergy 
The coꝛps hole and ſounde was kunde verely 
Apperyng to them / on llepe as the had ben 
Nothyng depaired / that ther coude be teen. 


Her veſture appered hole ciere and white 
TUerburge. Ltt. 
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No parte conſumed / koꝛ all the longe pace 
Fragrant in odoure / repleit mith petite 

As at the kyrſt leaſon whan He buried was 
But whan difcoucred was her lwete kace 
Beautye appered moꝛe white than the lile 
Hirt with role colour / mooſt faire foꝛ to fe 


Her louely countenannce / lo comly to beholde 
And her lwete filnomp / with kairenes decoꝛat 
As kreſſhelp apparant / mooſt plealant to be tolde 
As at the kyꝛſt day / whan ſhe was tumulat 

$20 doubt therot / for (De with ſynne nat maculat 
Cifpng all her lyke in clennes and virginite 
From bodily corruption / by grace mutt ſaued be. 


Che clergy vet ſerchyng more diligently 

Her pꝛecious body / and interiour beffure 
Eleuat the coꝛps full reuerently 

CUith moche woꝛchip Honour and cure 
Founde nothynge periſſhed in Hap noꝛ figure 
fo: all the long fpace tyme and contynuaunce 
She lay in lepulture bp diuine oꝛdynaunce. 


Ahiche famous mpꝛacle / notified fo clere 

The clergy with her ſyſters in top and Honour 
The kyng and his countell all terat pꝛelent were 
Aith voice melodious made a great clamour 
Pꝛapſyng and magnifiyng our bleſſed ſauiour 
ith celeſtiall fonges / and hymnes full of blys 
Deuoutly reherlyng / with all their deuour 
Mirabilis deus in fanctis fuis. 


Mith that the comon rude people euerychone 

In the layd churche parde ſtandyng without 
Heryng the clergy (png with luche deuocion 
Towarde heuen they cried / and bufely pd ſhout 
The ſpace ot᷑.iii.houres / oꝛ nere there about 
Moꝛſhippyng our loꝛde / with voice Hall and loude 
In bert wyll and mynde / as well as they coude. 


After all this done / her bleſled body 

as wallhed and reclothed with veſture pꝛecious 
By the layd couent of the place of Hamburp 

Che byſſhops were reuclhed in pontiticalibus 
And all the clergy ſyngyng with voice melodious 
Kneled all downe and gaue due reuerence 
Honour and woꝛchip to her coꝛpoꝛall pꝛeſence. 


Thus they tefceyuco with perlit humilite 

This facrat relique hole and ſubſtanciall 

And layd it in a ſhꝛyne with great folempnite 
Crowned with riches fumptuous and roiall 
Pꝛepared by the kyng / and oꝛdeyned inſpeciall 
Entendyng that this relique and goſtly treaſure 
Perpetually with them ſhulde remayne and endure 


People oppꝛeſſed with greuous infirmite 
Diſtract perſons / halt blynde and lame 
KReſoꝛtynge to her (pne with humilite 

Shoꝛtly were cured by call ynge of her name 
Impotent creatures (the legende ſayth the lame 
Touchyng her tumbe / were cured from payne 
Tabiche tumbe remapneth at Hambury certayne 


After (De was tranflate / knowen it is well 
The clergy to pꝛoceſlion / went after to mas 
Honoꝛyng and pꝛayſyng / the kyng of Irraell 
And bleſled THerburge / with moche folace 
CUhan diuine ferutce duely ended was 

The biſſhops gaue theyꝛ holy benedictions 
The people departed glad to their manfions 


This holy fapo fcit of her tranſlacion 

as oꝛdeyned and celebꝛate with ſolemnite 

As fapeth Ranulphus in his policroniſon 

About the pere of grace. vii.hundꝛeth and. viii. Cotble 
The. xi. Kalendas of the moneth Juli 

Regnyng in mercelande the laid Kyng Coelrede 
Than byſlhop of Lichekeld / was Hedda / as we rede 


@ Howe the body of faynt Merburge contynued hole 
and tubftanciall at Hamburp after the traflacion by the 
{pace of two hundꝛeth peres / tyll the panes were comon 
to this lande / oꝛ it felle and was refolued vnto powder 
The. xxxiii. Chapitre. 


This rutilant gemme and ſpecious floure 

Hole and fubfanciall remapned at Hamburyp 

C wo hundeeth veres in beaute and colour 

By ſingular grace / and angelicall cuſtodye 

Tyll the danes were comon of malice and milery 
Ok ire and mylchiet / as we vnderſtande 

Te meane the comyng of pagans to this lande 


Thiche danes by Cutferaunce and difpenfacion 


Ok almyghty god / kor (prime and iniquite 
Punyſſhed vnpiteoully all this region 

with a wokull plage of great crudelite 
The tharpe Cwerde of deth / hauynge no pite 
Spared no creature / pꝛeſt noꝛ religious 
Long tyme durpng in their malice odious 


Than this vitall glebe by diuine oꝛdinaunce 
doluntarp permptted naturall refolution 

Left the cruell gentils / and wiked myſcreauntes 
Citt pollute handes full of coꝛrupcion 

Shulde touche her body / by indignation 

TUbiche pagans were enempes to our loꝛde Fetu 
Rebels to holy churche vnkeithkull and vntrue 


Howe be it the power of our lwete faupour 

fü vabt haue continued the body of his ſyruant 

All that longe feafor in woꝛchyp and honour 

As he pꝛelerued of his grace abundaunt 

Many ſayntes of this realme hole kreſſhe and vernant 
but. hundꝛeth peres agon / to this pꝛelent day 

And like fo to endure / hole and clere al way. 


Sothely to conſidre / our loꝛde omnipotent 
Gloꝛious in his ſayntes / feripture doth ſpecilie 
Ok his diuine pꝛouidence / pleafure and intent 
Some haue relolued / koꝛ the greatter gloꝛie 
Ok their refurrection £o» the tyme truly 
Some other to continue without coꝛruption 
To the true example of his pꝛomiſlion 


Many holy martyrs / for Chꝛiſt haue byn dayne 


Che hie pꝛeſtis of god murdꝛed cruelly 

Some with wylde beſtes deuoured in certapne 

Some caſt in fiers on cooles to bꝛople and frp 

Upon many other byꝛdes kedyng openly 

DE whom the prophet clerely doth reherce 

The more pepne here and wo / the more gloꝛp doubtles. 


The glorious martyꝛ Stephan (as is red) 

In this pꝛelent lyke dyd myꝛacles many 
Neuertherles / he raiſed no people that were deed 
But after the reſoluynge of his bleſled body 

He raiſed deed men to lyfe agayne truely 

That the great power of lyke myght ſpꝛynge 
From iniurie of deth / by out heuen kynge. 


Great was the tefpect of diuyne grace 6 

In the body of Merburge / without refolucton 

She wed by her mpꝛacles / koꝛ mannes helth and folace 
But greatt was the hope of the eterne reuouacion 

In her body refolucd to naturall conſumption 
Uhiche for her merites to this pꝛelent day 

Helpeth all her feruauntes that to her wyll pꝛaye 


Therkoꝛe woꝛſhyp we with ſingular deuocion 
Che holy lyuynge of this virgin gratious 

Foꝛ why / all the halowynge of her conuerfacion 
Belongeth to the honour of our loꝛde Fetus 
Mhiche of his grace hath made her fo gloꝛious 
And graunteth his mercy / and ol (prime rempyllion 
To all them / foo whom / he maketh interceſſion. 


Bleſled pure virgin / moines and abballe 


O venerable erburgemehely we the pray 

Make thou ſupplycacpon / to the graunter of grace 
After this lyfe pꝛelent / that all we may 

Come to heuen blyfte / whiche laſteth for ay 

There to beholde / the gloꝛvous trynyte 

To whom be laude / woꝛchyp / honour / a endles gloꝛpe. 


¶ Cie table of the leconde boke ol ye alo: 
rpous vyꝛgyn fapnt Merburge. 


P the comynge to this lande of paganes / and 
eli Of the trouble of this lande / and how v" kynge 

We) of Miercyens for dꝛede departed out of this 
lande / and how longc faynt Uerburge cor 
t tynued incozrupte and hole at the abbay of 
Danbury. Cat, 


@ How the people of Hamburp tought the chꝛyne to 
Cheſter / and of the ſolempne rece puynge ok it / by all the 
inhabytauntes of the countre. Cad. ii. 


¶ A iptell de ſcrypcyon of the kundacyon of Cheſter / and 
ol pe abbay churche within the fayd cytee / where the holy 
chꝛyne remapneth. Cd. iii. 


A bue rehertall / ok the kyꝛſt kundacyon of the myn⸗ 
fer of Cherſter / a of the inſtytucyon of feculer chanons 
in the tyme of kynge Edwarde fenpor, Catt, 


@ «Df the notable mpꝛacle of faprit THerburge in ye tyme 


of chanons / and kyrſt how the ſaued Cheſter from the de- 
ſtruccyon of Malche men. Cd. v. 
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@ Bowe faynte Terburge cured and healed a woman 
tine tymes whiche was halt and lame to helthe and pro- 
Cperite agapne. Cap. vi. 


@ Howe fapnt Werburge faued and defended Cheſter 
from innumerable barbarik nacions purpofpnge to de 
ſtrope and ſpoyle tbe fame cite vtterlp. Cap. vii. 


«| Howe fapnt COerbutge bp her merite fent krupte to a 
barapne mer m fprguler pꝛaper made vnto her. 
ap. but, 


@ Howe a woman with childe by peyne bꝛought out of 
her mynde d reaſon by fapnt Merburge was reſtaured 
to pꝛolperite and helthe agapne. Cap. ix. 


@ Ok a nother woman vnlaukully wurkyng was made 
blynde and fore punyſlhed / and by faint Tierburge was 
reſtoꝛed to ſyght agapne. Cap. x. 


«| Howe faint UMerburge reſtoꝛed to helth a pꝛolperite 
bi. lame a halt perfons bp ſingular grace. Cà.xi. 


@ «Df a ponge man vnrypghtkullp hanged was tintes de 
lyuered from deth by fapnt Merburge to helth and pꝛo⸗ 
(perite. Cap.rit. 


@ Howe at the maner of Upto fapnt Merburge rekray⸗ 
ned wilde Holes from diſtruction of her comes. ca.xiii. 


«| Pk a chano of Cheſter hauyng his leg bꝛoke was re- 
ſtoꝛed to helth bp faint Merburge his prones. Ca. xiiii. 


C @ bue reberfall o» cronicle of certapne kyngis / and 
howe kyng Edgar came to Cheſter / alſo howe erle Le- 
ofrice repared diuers churches. Cd. xv. 


Ok the comyng ok (Millyam cöquerour to this lande / 
& how Lupe was fonder of Cheſter monaſterp. cd.xvi. 


Howe faint CUerburge taught her monke to kepe pa⸗ 
cience koꝛ the greatter merite and gloꝛi to come. ca. xvii. 


Howe fandes role vp within the fale fee apenſt Hil⸗ 
burghde by faint Terburge at the peticion ok Milliam 
conſtable of Cheſtre. Ca. rbtt. 


@ Howe Matild ; / counteſſe of Cheſtre coufellynge her 
hulband agaynſt the monaſterie was dꝛowned at Bart 
flowe with manp other mo. Cap.xix. 


Howe a great fire like to deftrope all Cheſtre by my⸗ 
racle ceaſſed whan the holy ſhꝛyne was bone about the 
towne by the monkes. Carr. 


A byeue reberfall of the mpꝛacles of faynt Merburge 
after her tranflacion to Cheſtre. Cã.xxi. 


@ & charitable mocio / coufel / ¢ defive to al thinhabitãtz 
Win the coũtie palatin ol Chelt for ye monaſtoꝛi. ca. xxii. 


A litle oꝛiſon o» pꝛaper to y" blefled virgin faint Cer 
burge by the tranſlatour of this warke. Cà.xxiii. 


A choꝛt concluſion of this litle werke to the reders by 
the trantlatour. Ca. rrt. 


¶ Che pꝛologe of the tranſlatour of this lytell 
treatyſe in the feconde boke. 


Hor whan we confpoct / with mynde dylygent 
The merueplous maners / a ſynguler condycion 
Ok the comyn people / lymple and neclygent 

TUbiche without lytterature / and good inkoꝛmacyon 
Ben lyke to Bꝛute beeſtes / as in comparylon 

Rude / wylde / and boyſtous / by a pꝛouerbe certan 
Good maners and conynge / maken a man. 


&xapnt Paule ſapth / ſhewynge to the Romans 
How all thynge wꝛpten / in holy terppture 

Fs Myten for our doctryne / and ghoſtly oꝛdynans 
Foꝛ our great conkoꝛte / and endeles plealure 

All thynge is knowen playnly / by lytterature 
Hall vertues / be noted by it full playne 
frome vyce and neclygence / to abſtapne certayne. 


Gat were mankynde / without lytterature 

Full lytell woꝛthy / blynded by ignoꝛaunce 

The way to heuen / it declareth ryght ture 

Thꝛugh perkyte lyuynge / and good perleueraunce 
By it we map be taught / koꝛ to do penaunce 

CUhan we trantgrefle / our loꝛdes commaundyment 
It is a ſwete coꝛdpall / loꝛ mannes entent. 


How ſhulde the ſeuen / lcyences lyberall 
Hate ben pꝛeterued / vnto this day 

The wyldome / ok the phylofophers all 
But alone by lernynge / it is no nay 
The notable actes / ot our fathers 3| tap 
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yt litterature were nat) myght nat nowe be tolde 
Noꝛ auncient hiſtoꝛies and cron ycles olde 


The lawe of ciuile / and ol holy canon 

By ſtudy be preferred with moche honour 

To execute iuſtice / and koꝛ due rekoꝛmacion 

Che moſt bleſſed doctrine of our lauiour 

The actis of the apoſtoles / with the doctours fout 
Be preferucd by wꝛytyng / and put in memoꝛie 
ith the lyues ol laintes many a noble ſtoꝛie 


Ok whiche hiſtoꝛies we purpole ſpeciall ) 
To ſpeke of faint Tlerburge / vnder your protection 
Delaryng the ende of her lyke hiffoualt 

As we haue begon / and made playne mencion 

In the tyre volume by bꝛeue compilacion 

Chere playniy delcriuyng her liniall dilcens 

Ok. iii. myghty kyngdomes by true experience 


Alto we haue ſhewed in the fayd littel bone 
Her goodly maners / and vertuous diſpoſicion 
Ok her vonge age / who fo lyſt theron to loke 
And howe her bꝛetherne tuffred martyꝛdome 
Ok her fathers realme a litell dilcripcion 
Howe the was profefled in the place of Ely 

Ok her conuerlacion within the fapo monaſtery 


After for her vertue / howe the was made abballe 

Ok diuers monaſteries flouryng in vertue 

And of the great miracles whiche there done was 

Foꝛ her great charite / by the grace ol Jelu 

Howe diuers of her kynrede opo clerely exchewe 
Merburge. m. i. 


All worldly plcaftires and Honours trantetorp 
Pꝛokeſſynge obedience at the place of Ely 


Allo we haue Hewed vnder pour licence 

Ok her departure from this lyfe moꝛtall 

And of her fepulture at the place of Hamburgence 
The man pkolde myꝛacles ſhewed by grace fupernall 
The wokull lamentacion of her ſpſters all 

And howe akter. ix. pere of her trandlacion 

By diuine oꝛdinaunce miracles were done 


Ce humble require you of pour charite 

To this ſeconde abſtract to graunt pardon 
Conſydeꝛynge we omptte whilom the hiſtoꝛie 
And ſpeke of cronicles / makyng a digreſlion 

It is of no ignoraunce / noꝛ pꝛelumption 

But to enlarge the mater and lentence 

To gladde the auditours / and moue their diligence 


In our ſeconde boke expꝛeſſe nowe wyll we 
Cinder pour licence and ſpeciall tuicion 
Ol this bleſled virgin / flourynge in chaſtite 
CUby and whertore he came to Cheſtre towne 
Pꝛincipally by miracle / and diuine pꝛouiſion 
And howe for ſynne / vice / and wykednes 
Danes oppꝛeſſed this lande with wꝛetchednes 


And howe the was receyued at Cheſtre citie 
Ok the kpꝛſt koundacion of towne and the place 
Ol the great mpꝛacles there ſhewed openlie 
To chanons and monkes / by ſingular grace 
Unto euery creature in extreme cafe 


Howe Merburge delyuered the towne From enmite 
From dꝛedkull fire / and plages of miferpe 


Alſo encronicled koloweth here expꝛeſſe 
Abꝛeke compilacion of kynge Edwarde feniout 
Ok kyng Ethelſtam / the great woꝛthynes 

OF humble kyng Ergar regnyng as emperour 
OF his comyng to Cheſtre /of his great honour 
And howe Erle Leokrice repared ok his charite 
The mynſtre of Merburge gyuyng therto liberte 


Ok the ſeconde foundacion of the fayd monaſtery 
From fecular chanons to monkes religious 
Soone after the conqueſt layth the hiſtoꝛpe 
By the erle of TCheſtre nominat Hug. Lupus 
TUith counfcli and helpe of bleſſed Anfelmus 
And o£ the great com pas of the layd abbay 
Enuired with walles myghty to aſſay 


Howe Ric erle ol Cheſtre by mpiade ryght 

Tas pꝛeſerued from daunger of Malſhemen 
And howe he was dꝛowned about mydnyght 
Purpoſyng to diſtroye the monaſtery certen 
Celeſtiall ſignes were che wed to men and women 
To childꝛen and innocentes by ſingular grace 

OF bleffeo TAerburge patronelle of the place 


Chete miracles ſpecilied / and many other mo 

This virgin Hewed within Cheſtre cite 

CAhiche at this tyme we Tet ouer go 

Lett to the reders tedious it ſhulde be 

Almyghty god both one two and thꝛe 
Merburge. m.ii. 


Sende bs theyꝛ grace to make a good ende 
Helpe lady CUerburge this warke to amende 


@ DE the compnae o£ cruell pagans to this lande / and 
howe faint Merburge longe lpenge hole and incoꝛrupt 
at Hamburp than was tefoluco to pouder. And howe 
the kynge of merciens was cbafeo from his lade. Ca. i. 


Foꝛe the comyng of panes to this lande 
Mlerueilous ſignes were ſhewed in ſyght 
To conuert the people (as we vndeſtande) 
Sterres in the heuen chynyng full bꝛyght 
Dyuerſly mouynge apperyng day and nyght 
Kennynge in the apꝛe dꝛedkull to beholde 
By longe continuaunce fapth the Tory olde 


Flamypneg fire / dꝛagons in the ayꝛe fleynge 
Thondꝛyng / and layth / erth quake moot terrible 
CUith many other (ignes / as cometis blaſynge 
ere ſeen in the ayꝛe / to nature horrible 

Upon clothynge of people bloddy dꝛopes odible 
Euydently appered: the yere ok grace 

bit. hundꝛeth. lxxxvi in many a place 


By whiche fapo lignes wonderfull to fe 

Two plages of peſtilence folotoco incontinent 

The lirſt was great derthes hungre and pouerte 
The leconde was the greuous and fore punyſſhement 
Ok the cruell danes curled and kraudulent 

CAhiche trouble began the. iii. pere ol Brcticus 
Kyng ol weſt faron / laich maiſter Alkridus. 


The thyꝛde pete kolowyng thele (ignes in certen 
Danes and Moꝛwaies enterpꝛiſed this lande 

In the north partie an hooſt ol armed men 

CUbiche cruelly ſpoiled and diſtroied holy NMande 
Cit) Tynmouth abbay / and all that myght be konde 
Dꝛowned and lle we the people euerrchone 
Brenned churches / townes / ſpared no religion 


In ſhoꝛt tyme after the pꝛenominate pagans 

At tamylmouth reentred this realme agayne 
Deſtroyed many cites by their myghty oꝛdynaunce 
Oppꝛeſled London / Canturbury bp power certayne 
The kynge ol Merciens to efcape was kapne 

png Adoulkus made the danes a batell 

To whiche kyng by grace the victoꝛpe befell 


pk pe wyll conſydꝛe the caute wherfore and why 
Our loꝛde ſuſtred pagans to punyſſhe this region 
The treuth was this: for lynne ſpecially 
Foꝛ in the pꝛimatiue churche / with great perfection 
Uynges quienes / dukes entred religion 
Pꝛot eſſed obedient chaſte without pꝛopurte 
Ciertue to encrcate / true loue and charite 


That tyme was iuſtice miniſtred with mercy 

True loue and amite founde in euery place 

Dillimulacion / pꝛide and fals enuye 

Durſt nat appere in halle noꝛ in palace 

Extoꝛcion pollynge optepyned no grace 

The commaundementes of god were obferued a ryght 

Charite was keruent / encreaſynge day and nyght 
Merburge. m. iii. 


By proces of tyme / as layth myn auctour 
Though great poffeffior / power / and liberte 
Uertue decreaſed in holy churche day and hour 
Holy religion decayed pitiouſle 

Charite was colde / iuſtice and equite 

Extoꝛcion difcepte were vled euery dap 
Couetiſe / pꝛide / lechery were rpued al way 


Therfore our lode of his great ryghtwilnes 
Suttred cruell people to entre this region 

A tcoutae to coꝛrect ſynne and wykednes 

Like a [warme of bees trout dyuers nacion 
Mhiche had no pite mercy noꝛ compatfion 
Danes Gotes Norwapes and fcotteg alfo 
Pictes and the wandeles with mony other mo 


Thele foꝛeſayd keartull and cruell nacions 

Mooſt cruell pagans dyd great perfecucion 

From the begynnpng ok Adel wlk ; kyng of weſtlaxons 
€. pli the comynge of noꝛmans vnto this region 

The ſpace enduryng by full computacion 

Two hundꝛeth veres complet. xxx. allo 

Mith the werde of vengeaunce fire and moche mo 


Che vere of our lowe D. CCC. kylty and one 

At Tamplmouth arriued a great hooſt of pagans 
Cdlith. iii. hundꝛeth chips anb l. men ol armes echone 
TUbhiche deſtroied Douer / and put the land; to greuans 
Agapne Bernulphus the kyng of Mercians 

The paynyms pꝛeuayled / and cauled his hook to fle 
Mhiche koꝛtune enforced them more bolder to be. 
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But the yere of grace. D. CCC. fire and firtre 

The greatteſt noumbꝛe of the pagans all 

viii. Rynges entred this realme by victone 
Nozwaies / gootes / Mandels / danes in eſpeciall 
Mith many other nacions within in generati 

Lyng Hingware and Hubba than came to this lande 
CUbiche ewe faint Edmunde kyng of Eſtenglande 


Che cruell papnyms and tyꝛauntes moot furious 
Repleit with malice / pꝛide / and enuyße 
Seruauntes to ſatan and miniſtres malicious 
Purpoled to aefolate holy churche wyckedly 
Bꝛenned monaſteries and {potted vtterly 

Klany churches chapels of a moꝛtall hate 

Hlewe religious men and nonnes dpd violate 


The people were punpſſhed in euery place 

To olde ſicke and impotent they Hewed no mercy 
ponge ſoukyng childꝛen coude kynde no grace 
Myddowes and wpues were put to vilany 
Mapdens were coꝛrupt / and flapne chamkully 
Do all this realme endured conkuſion 

Put to greuous peyne / deth / and affliction 


After thete inlidels had ben at London 

And there accompliſhhed theyꝛ cruell entent 
Chey foone pꝛoceded towarde Lincolũ region 
From thens directly with halty iugement 

To the realme ol Merciens noble and auncient 
Right vnto Repton where the kynge lay 
Robbyng and ſpoilynge all in theyꝛ way 


This kynge ol Mercelande called Burdꝛedus 
Regupng xxii. pere vpon the merciens 
as clerely expulſed by the pagans furious 
And went vnto rome with pure conſcience 
Chere he is buried by diuine pꝛouidence 
CUbiche kyng was col yn by dilcent liniall 
To bleſſed Merburge fo glorious and pudicall 


This gracious virgin and pꝛeelect abbatie 
Buried at Hanbury (as is ſayd before) 
Continued incoꝛrupt and hole in that place 

In veſture and body. ii. hundꝛeth vere and more 
But whan the danes came CO ith uche rigour 
To Repton abbay / than the was refolued 

And of deuocion kull richely chꝛyned 


@ Howe the people of Damburp bꝛought the chzyne to 
Cheſtre / and ol the folemne receyuynge of it by all the in 
habitauntes of Cheſſhpꝛe. Cap. ii. 


J Nmeane tyme the danes pitoully deſtroped 

The monaſteries of Merburge / Trentã a Tedd 
As they many other places had eupll oppꝛeſſed 

In the noꝛth and eet part of this region 

The kyngdome of Kent fuffreo tyke punicion 

Che Fle of &Apght endured moche turment 

So dpd the Meſtmarches / foꝛ punyſſhement 


Che people of Hambury Myſely conſyderyng 
The compnge of danes onto Repton 

And of the departure of Burdꝛed theyꝛ kyng 
Howe all Englande was in great affliction 
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And howe they were nert to endure punicion 
TUbiche koꝛſayd Repton was diſtaunt trom Hambury 
The ſpace ot. v. mile faptb the hiſtoꝛy 


The Damburgent" ith all the comons and clergy 
Dꝛedynge full fore the pagans flagellacions 

Ok their lyues delperate / but for the ſhꝛyne ſpecially 
To our bleſſed fauiour made dayly inuocacions 
CAlith vigils prayers and keruent meditacions 

Co preterue the countrep / the relique / the ſhꝛzyne 
From daunger of enmite and nuferable rupne 


As they continued in cotidian pꝛaper 

Che beſt remedie lekyng fo» to kynde 

To auoide vexacion and all greuous daunger 
Ol theyꝛ great ennemies curfed and vnkynde 
The holy goof inſpired theyꝛ mynde 

To take the ſhꝛyne with great humilite 

And bꝛynge it co Cheſtre from perill and enmpte 


They toke this riall relique of reuerence 

Mith great mekenes deuocion and keruour 
Through the grace of god theyꝛ helpe and defence 
Came towarde Cheſter with diligence and honour 
A place pꝛeoꝛdinat by our ſauiour 

Chere her body ſhulde reſt and woꝛſhipped be 
Magnified with miracles next our ladie 


¶ han the clergie ol Cheſtre and the citezens 

Herde tell of the comynge of this noble abbaſle 

They made pꝛeparacion and great diligence 

In theyꝛ bet maner woꝛſhip and folace 
erburge. n.i. 


To mete this relique o£ ſingular grace 
The great eſtates / and rulers of the countray 
Mere redy to honour faint Merburge that day 


Fir was oꝛdeyned a lolemne pꝛoceſlion 

Mith crolles / and baners / and turges clere lyght 
Che belles were tolled £o? io ye and deuocion 

The miniſtres of god in coopes redy dight ! 
THith cenfours of ſiluer / to encente her body right 
All pꝛeſtis and clerkes redy to fap and ſynge 
Pꝛoceded in oꝛdꝛe / this holy virgin pꝛaylyng 


Next to the clergie appꝛoched in degree 

The loꝛdes of the ſhyꝛe knyghtes barons all 

Cit) feruent deuocion / pꝛaylyng the trinite 
TUhiche fent to them luche comfort ſpirituall 

The citezens enlued with gladnes coꝛdiall 

Aith bokes and beades / magniſieng our maker 

Foꝛ this great treasure to kepe them krom daunger 


Uenerable virgins next fette in omnee clere 

With lilies in theyꝛ handes / coꝛonate with chaſtite 
Good widowes and wpues appoynted well were 
Gyuynge true thankes onto this virgin fre 

Nex them allemble all the commonte — 

In all goodly maner dyuiled by dilcrecion 
Pꝛayſynge ſapnt Terburge with humiliacion 


han they appꝛoched to her hie pꝛetlence 
And comon were akoꝛe this relique moſt riall 
They kneled all downe with mycle reuerence 
Salutynge the chꝛyne with honour victoꝛiall 


Magnifiyng Tlith melodye and tunys muſicall 
This glorious virgin / nothyng done amis 
Spyngynge Ce deum to the kyng of blyſle 


The loꝛdes / the citez ins / and all the commons 
Mekelp fubmptteo tüemtelfe to the hzyne 
Cit) manykolde pꝛayſes and humble tupplicacions 
Git) interiour loue / and moꝛall dilcipline 
Truſtyng all in her to laue them from ruyne 
From greuous daunger / and cruell enmite 

By her entercefüion onto the trinite 


They gaue due thankes onto this abballe 
Deuoutly fayenae knelyng vpon kne 
Uelcome ſwete lady replet with grace 
The floure of mekenes / and of chaſtite 
The criſtall of clennes and virginite 
elcome thou art to vs euerpchone 

A ſpeciall comfort for vs to truſt vpon 


CUelcome ſwete pꝛinceſſe / kynges doughter dere 
Celcome faire creature / and role of merciens 

The diamonde of dignite / and geme of ſhenyng ciere 
Uirgin and moiniall of mycle excellence 

Welcome holy abbatfe of hie pꝛeeminence 

The rutilant fapbire of ſyncerite 

elcome ſwete patroneſſe to Cheſtre cite 


Thou art our refuge / and ſingular fuccour 

Our furc tuicion next to the trinite 

Our ſpeciall defence at eucry hour 

To releue thy feruauntes in all neceſlite 
TUerburge. n.ii. 


Thou art our folace and helpe in eche degre 
Our iope / truſt / and comkoꝛt / and gooſtly Crcafute 
elcome to this towne fo» euer to endure 


¶ Agaynſt her comynge into Cheſtre cite 

Che ſtretes were ſtrawed with flours fragrant 
The mancions and halles edified rialle 

Here hanged with arras pꝛecious and plealaunt 
Toꝛches were caried on eche (poc flagrant 

Allo ouer the ſhꝛyne was prepared a canaby 

Of cloth of golde and tiſſewe riche and coſtly 


Thus with great woꝛchip decour and dignite 
Ok all tbe clergie loꝛdis and citezens 

She was recepued with great humilite 
Into the cite with humble reuerence 

Che clergie ſyngyng with mycle diligence 
The comons pꝛapeng with loue keruent 
Folowynge this relique after their entent 


In pꝛoceſſion they pattco all in to the towne 
CUith tope and great gladnes ye may befure 

In oꝛdꝛe togyther in charite and deuocion 
Pꝛaylyng our ſauiour and this virgin pure 
They bꝛought full ſolemple with goftly pealure 
This riall relique to the mooſt noble place 
Mithin all the cite as our loꝛdes wyll was 


This feconoe tranſlacion of this virgin bight 
From Hambury abbay vnto Cheſtre cite 

las celebꝛate with ioye and gladnes full right 
The pere of our laueour in his humanite 


bit. hundꝛeth complet. v. and feuentie 
Alured regned than kyng of this region 
Uictoꝛious and liberall / coꝛonate at London 


This kyng deupded in iii. partes his richelle 

One patte to the pooꝛe the feconde to religion 

One thyꝛde part to ſcholers / the fourth to bild churches 
And of a day naturall / he made triũ diviſion . 

viii. houres to rede and pꝛaye with keruent deuocion 
viii. houres occupied with bulineſle natural 

And other vii. houres to rule his realme riall 


henric' io. v. 


Nobilitas innata tibi pꝛobitas honoꝛem 
Armipotens Alurede dedit / pꝛobitalqʒ laboꝛem: 
Perpetuumq; laboꝛ nomen: cui mixta doloꝛi 
Gaudia ſemper erant: fpes femper mixta timoꝛi. 
Si modo victus erat / ad craſtina bella parabat 

Di modo victoꝛ erat / ad craſtina bella pauebat 
Jam pott tranſactos regni viteqʒ laboꝛes / 

Chuite ei lit vera quies / ſceptrumqʒ perenne. 


@ A litel deferipcion of the koundacion of Cheſtre / and 
of the abbay churche within the fapd cite / where pe holy 
ſhzyne by grace remapneth. Cap. iii. 


Two cites of legions in cronicles we kynde 
One in louth ales / in the tyme of Claudius 
Called Caeruſka / by bꝛitons had in mynde 
Oꝛels Caerleon / buylded by kyng Belinus 
Chere ſomtyme was a legion of knyghtes chiualrous 
This cite of legions was whilom the byſlhops fe 
Unto all ſouth wales / nominat Tenedocie 
C erburge. n. iii. 
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Another cite of legions we may kynde alfo 
In the welt part of Englande / by the water ol Dee 
Called Caerlleon of bꝛitons longe ago 
After named Cheſtre by great auctoꝛite 
Julius the emperour lende to this ſayd cite 
A legion of knyghtes for to fubbue Jrelande 
Like toyfc dyd Claudius (as we vnderſtande) 


The founder of Cheſtre / as ſapth Pol icronicon 
Tas Leon Gauer / a myghty ſtronge gyaunt 
TUhiche buylded caues and dongions many one 
No goodly buyldyng / pꝛopꝛe ne plealaunt 

But the Kynge Lei a briton fure and valiaunt 
Tas founder of Cheſtre by plealaunt buyldyng 
And of Caerleil alſo / named by the kynge 


Ranulphus in his cronicle pet doth expꝛelle 
The cite of Cheſtre ediſied fo» to be 
By the noble romans pꝛudence and richeſſe 
Than a legion of knyghtes was lende to the cite 
Rather than by the wyldome of Bꝛitons oꝛ policie 
Obiectyng clere agaynſt the bꝛitons kundacion 
Mhiche auctour reſteth in his owne opinion. 

Ao. gratie. lxv. 
Lyng Marius a bꝛyton regnyng in pꝛolperite 
In the Mek partie of this noble region 
Ampliat and walled ſtrongly Cheſtre cite 
And myghtyly fortified the layd koundacion 
Thus eche auctour holdeth a ſingular opinion 
This Marius lewe Reodꝛic kyng of pictis lande 
Callyng the place of his name TMeſtmarilande 


This cite of legions fo called by the Romans 
Nowe is nominat in latine ok his pꝛopꝛete 
Ceſtria quafi caſtria /of honour and pleafance 
In cell by the buyldynge ok olde antiquite 

n cellers and lowe voultes / and balles of realte 
Lyke a comly caſtell / myghty ſtronge and ture 
Eche houte like a couvre fomtpine of great pleature 


Unto the fapo Cheſtre all noꝛth wales fubiect were 
ffo) refoꝛmacion Juſtice and iugement 

Theyꝛ byſſhops tee alfo it was many a pere 
Enduryng the gouernaunce of bꝛutes auncient 
To ſaxons and bꝛitons a place indifferent 

The inhabitauntes o£ it mankull and liberal 
Conſtant fad and vertuous / and gentyll continuall 


Ok krutes and coꝛnes there is great habundaunce 
Toddes / parkes / foꝛeſtes / and beeſtis of benare 
Paſtures / feeldes / comons / the cite Co auaunce 
Naters / pooles / pondes / ol kyſſhe great plente 
Mloſt l wete holſome ape by the water of dee 
Chere is great marchandile / hyps / and wynes ſtrang 
With all thyng of plealure the citez ens amonge 


The pere of our ſoꝛde a hundꝛeth fire and kykty 
Reigned vpon this lande a baton kyng Lucius 
CUbiche with great deſire required inſtantly 
His realme to be baptised of pope Elentherius 
Cihofe charitable mocion was harde full gratius 
The pope enioped / graunted his peticion 
And lende ii. doctours to conuerte this region 

Merburge. n. iii. 
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The doctours by pꝛechyng and ſingular grace 

In ſhoꝛt tyme conuerted the greatter Bꝛitayne 

The people confelled their (pne and treſpale 
Baptized all were / koꝛgyuenes dyd attayne 

Idolatrie ceſſed thꝛough out this lande certayne 

ith grace circumkulced and lyghtned was England, 
By faith to god pꝛokeſſled was all Males and ſcotlande 


Eynge Lucius oꝛdeyned / by the doctours mocion 
xxviii. biſſhops in this realme foꝛ to be 

And iii. arche biſchops for goſtly exhoꝛtacion 

To reduce the people to vertue and humilite 

At London was let the chiel; archebiſſhops fe 
Che ſeconde in fouth Males at cite of legions 
The thyꝛde was at poꝛke all ſubiect to the bꝛitons 


Churches were edilied in many a place 

Here in the more Bꝛitayne with diligent labour 
Chuthis faith encrealed by tpeciall grace 

Faithkull religion delated euery tout 

Diuine ſeruice was forgor ¢ ſayd with great honour 
Crue kaith and deuocion were dayly encrealynge 
Namelp in Cheſtre by grace continuall abidynge. 


Certaynly ith baptym came to Cheſtre cite 
Soone after Lucius and afore kynge Arthure 
By the grace of god and their humilite 

The kaith of holy churche dyd euer there endure 
CUithout recidiuacion and infection / ſure 
CUberfore it is worthy a ſingular commendacion 
Aboue all the citees and townes ol this region 


150 


The perfect begynnyng and kyꝛſt koundacion 

Ok the monaſterie within the fayb cite 

Aas at the fame tyme by kamus opinion 

That baptym began within this countre 

The great loꝛdes of Cheſtre of landes and auncetre 
Firſt edificd the churche for comfort ſpirituall 

In honour of the apoſtels Peter and Paule 


TUbhiche churche was pꝛincipall to all the citie 
And the mouther churche called withouten doubt 
It was their buriall by great auctonte 

To all this ſayd cite / and. vii. myle without 

The cemiterie was large to compaſe it about 
But what by tufferaunce and pꝛoceſſe of tyme 
Many olde cuſtomes ben bꝛought now to rupne 


In whiche mother churche of Peter and Paule 
All holy facramentes miniſtred dayly were 
Aith great encrealement ot vertues all 
Continuall endurynge more than CCC. pere 
In the britons tyme / ot blodde noble and clere 
Akoꝛe the comyng of laxons to this lande 
TUhiche with apoſtaſie enfected all Englande 


So alter that the Angles / Jutes / and farons 

By fortune of batell / power and policie 

Had cle rely ſubdued all the olde bꝛitons 

And them erpulfed to wales and wylde countre 
The faith of holy churche remapned at cheſtre cite 
In the layd churche truely by ſingular grace alone 
Like as the faith of Peter neuer kayled at Rome 


Mhat tyme faint Auſtin the doctour of Englande 
Had baptised Ethelbꝛut kynge of Kent 
And by relacion dyd kully vnderſtande 
That the faith o£ Chik moſt digne and excellent 
In the citie of legions was truely remanent 
In the churche of the apottoles Peter and Paule 
He magnified our loꝛde with thanke ſpeciall 


That fcafon there was a noble monaſterie 

rit. myles from Cheſtre nominate Bangour 
There religious monkes lyued vertuoudye 
Almoſt . iii. thoufande / obedient euery hour 
Mithout poffefftons / lpuyng by theyꝛ labour 
Unto whiche place he lende fo» helpe at nede 
To conuert the farons (fapth venerable Bede) 


Sapnt Auſtin appꝛoched the cite of legions 
Chere the fapo couent afore hym were prefent 
UUhom he required to pꝛeche to the farons 

The faith of holy churche and baptym diligent 
To whole humble prayer / they were dilobedient 
Obleruyng no charite / pet for theyꝛ great pꝛide 
Many of them were ſlapne by kyng Ethelkride 


That ſeaſon the bꝛitons remapned vnder licence 
Ok Angles and farons within the layd cite 

Tyll the dayes of Offa kynge of merciens 
Regnyng in the wel marche with great victoꝛie 
MUhiche kynge erpulted by power and chiualrie 
All bꝛutes and walſhemen dere out of his londe 
In peyne of punytibement none there to be fonde 


han the fato churche haupnge great Liberte 
Daply augmented in vertue and holynes 
Pꝛeſtis and clerkes pꝛayled the holy trinite 
And the ſayd apoſtoles with great mekenes 
The cite encrealed in woꝛchyp and ryches 
Churches were edificd with feruent deuocion 
In fonte places within the layd towne 


Chis noble kyng Dffa agaynſt the pagans 

Ok. xvn. batels has euer the victoꝛpe 

Confederate was with great Charles kyng of Fraũce / 
And cotfico faint Albans monaſterye 

Ol Englande firft toke the hole monarchie 

Gaue Peter pens onto the court of Rome 

Cranflate to Lichefeld, the le of Canturburp 

xxxix. pere regned Cully in this region. 


@ bzeke reberfall of the lirſt koüdacion of the mynſtre 
of Cheſtre / and of the inſtitucion of fecular chanons in 
the tyme of kyng Edwardelenioꝛ. Cap. iiii. 


He yere of grace. D. CCC. ſeuynte and kyue 
Lyng Alured regned vnpon this region 
The relique the ſhꝛyne full memoꝛatyue 
Aas bꝛought to Cheſtre for our confolacion 
Keuerently recepued fet with deuocion 
In the mouther churche of faint Peter and Paule 
(As afore is ſapd) a place mooſt pꝛincipall. 


In whiche holy place nto this pꝛelent day 
She bodilye reſteth by diuine pꝛouidence 
And fo by his grace hall continue al way 
In honour woꝛchyp / and mycle reuerence 


A deuout oꝛatoꝛie of vertue and excellence 
Prepared by our loꝛde / where ſpeciall remedy 
Js aga yne all greuans in foule and in body 


The pꝛimatyue ayftes gyuen to the place 
Immediatly were after her comynge 

Ol deuout people replet with grace 

In the dayes of the koꝛlayd Alured kyng 

DE landes and libertes they made moche offerpnge 
To god and faint Terburge / alter theyꝛ poſlellion 
Triſtyng to her pꝛaper and fure protection 


The people with deuocion and mynde keruent 
Gaue diuers enoꝛmentes onto this place 

Dome gaue a coope / and ſome a veſtement 
Some other a chalice / and fonte a coꝛpoꝛace 
Many albes and other clothes offred ther was 
Some crofies of golde / lome bokes / lome belles 
The pore kolke qaue ſurges / toꝛches / and towelles 


The citeʒens offered to the layd virgine 

Foꝛ the great miracles amonge them wꝛought 
Many riall gyktes of Jewels to the ſhꝛine 
Thankynge our loꝛde that hath vs all bought 
And biefled Uerburge in woꝛde dede and thought 
omen and childꝛen ſhe mynded full gracious 
As teftifieth the archebiſthop Antoninus 


Diuine ſeruice was obferueo deuoutly 

Euery day encreafpng with keruent adoꝛacion 
As the keeſt required / and the lolemnite 

To the honour of our loꝛde and hie gloꝛiſicacion 


Pꝛeiſtis and clerkes with pure meditacion 
Obleruynge their dutie gaue vertuous example 
Ok great perkection to the comon people 


¶ After kyng Alured / regned his fon 

Edward fenior by liniall difcence 

Crowned the pere of grace. ix. hundꝛeth and one 
with woꝛldly gloꝛie and great preeminence 
Buplded caſtels townes ol myghty defence 
Subdued the danes vi. tymes in batell 
Encreaſed his realme mankully and well. 


Chat tyme the realme of merciens was trantlate 
By the kynge / and gyuen to duke Ethelrede 

A noble man of auncetre / politicke and fortunate 
CUbiche maried his fpffer lady Elflede 

Doughter to the koꝛſaid valiant kynge Alurede 
Che fayo gentilman was toyfe and bertuous 
Sad and difcrete pacient and famous 


Chis lady Elflede ducheſſe of merciens 

Mad ſpeciall loue and ſingular affection 

To bleſled Merburge and true confidence 
Itherkoꝛe (Dc mynded with great dilectacion 
Co edilie a mynſtre a place of deuocion 

To this holy virgin £o» profite of her ſoule 
Enlargynge the churche ol Peter and of Paule 


Dhe moued her hulbande with great mekenes 
Co ſupplie the fame dede of his charite 

And diuers other nobles of theyꝛ goodnes 

fro) aide in that caufcafter their degree 


Jopkull was the duke of the mocion goſtle 
Glad were the nobles within all the hire 
To kounde a mynſtre after her deſire 


Afore the holy roode in a table writen is 

At faint Johans churche without the fayo cite 
Howe that pꝛince Edmund; the thyꝛde fon e wis 
Ok Gdwarde lenioꝛ true koundour ſhulde be 
To whom lady Elflede was aunt by auncetre 
So bet wix twayne was founded in (poit fpace 
An holy mynſtre of vertue full and grace 


They lende for mafons vpon euery (poe 
Counnpnge in geometrie / the koundacion to take 
fro a large mynſtre longe hie and wyde 
Subſtancially wꝛought / the beſt that they can maße 
To the honour of god / koꝛ fapnt Merburge fake 

At the eft ende taken theyꝛ fure koundacion 

Ok the apoſtoles churche / ioynynge both as one 


TUhan it was edilied / and curioully wrought 
And all thyng ended / in goodly pꝛopoꝛcion 

Than riche enoꝛmentes were offred and bꝛought 
Ok the laid nobles with great deuocion 
Temporal landes / rentes / poſſeſlion 

ere gyuen for euer to mayntayne the place 
Ol blelled Merburge by ſingular grace 


Spirituall miniſtres were elect alfo 

Secular chanons ok great humilite 

To ſynge and plalmodite our ſauiour vnto 
Mithin the fayd mynſtre hauynge a perpetuite 
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Pꝛebendes were alligned to that kraternite 
Clttb townes / boꝛowes / and kredomes manikeſt 
Continually encrealyng onto the conqueſt 


And the olde churche ol Peter and ol Paule 
By a generall coulell of the (piritualte 

TUith helpe of the duke mooſt pꝛincipall 
(Aas tranflate to the myddes of the layd cite 
here a pareſſhe churche was edilied truele 
In honour of the aforefayd apoſtoles twayne 
CUhiche (bali for euer by grace diuine remapne 


Allo we may note holdyng none opinion 

This lady Elflede of her charite 

Ok the layd mother churche tranflate the patron 
Cauſed the ſayd oꝛatoꝛie reconciled to be 

In the honour of the moſt bleſled trinite 

And of fapnt Ol walde marty and kyng 

ffo» the touc the had to hym continupnge 


The pete of our loꝛde ix. hundꝛeth and. vii. 
This noble duchelle with mycle ropalte 
Reedificd Cheſtre / and fortified it full ryght 
Churche / houle / and wall decayed piteoulle 
Thus bꝛought vnto ruyne was Cheſtre cite 
Firſt by Ethelkride kyng ol Moꝛthumberlande 
And by danes / noꝛwaies vexyng all Englande 


Allo (bc enlarged this ſayd olde cite 

Cit) newe myghty walles ſtronge all about 
Almoſt by pꝛopoꝛcion double in quantite 

To the forther byldynge bought without dout 


Dhe com palled in the caſtell enemies to hold out 
Mithin the fayd Malles to dekend; the towne 
Agaynſt dances and waltheme to dꝛyue them all downe 


After the deth of her hulband Ethelrede 

She ruled the realme of mercelande mankully 
Buylded churches / and townes repared in dede 

As Stafod, / Har wike / Thom woꝛt / and Shirilbury 
ME newe the edified Runcoꝛ̃ and Edilburp 

The body of faynt Ol wald alfo the tranflate 

From Bardeneyp to Gloucetur there to be tumulate 


Alhere che edilied a noble monaſters 
Mith licence ol her bꝛother afore nominate 
In honour of faint Peter / ouer the blelled body 
Ok the layd faint Ol wald / / kyng and martpꝛ coꝛonate 
In wiche monatkery this lady was tumulate 
The yere of our loꝛde . ix. hundꝛeth and nyntene 
hom mpm auctour pꝛayſeth in this woꝛdes ference 
Henric' li. vz. 
O Cifleda potens / o terroꝛ virgo viroꝛum: 
Cictrir nature nomine digna birt. 
Te quoqs ſplendidioꝛ fecit natura puellam 
Te pꝛobitas fecit nomen habere viri. 
Te mutare docet led folunt nomina ferus 
Tu regina potens / rexqʒ trophea parans 
Jam nec cetarei tant meruere triumphi 
Caclare ſplendidioꝛ virgo virago. Gale. 


Ok the notable mpracles of faynt Merburge thewed 


in the tyme of chanons / and kyꝛſt Howe the fauco Chelt 
krom diſtruction ok walſhemen Cap. v. 
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His gloꝛious Cerburge and virgin pure 

By ſingular grace of god omnipotent 
Shewed many mpractes to cuerp creature 
To blynde / dombe / halt / lame / and impotent 
In the cite ot Cheſtre / whan her (pne was piefent 
Like toyfc ag in her lyke at KUedon / at hgambury 
Nitneteth the fame her true legende and hiſtoꝛy 


Cere to the Honour / pꝛayſe / and laudacion 

DE 3 efu / the ſeconde perlone in trinite 

And of this virgin a Cpectall commendacion 

Te purpofe to reherte nowe with charite 

Cinder the protection of pou that (ball the reders be 
Parte ot the myꝛacles / with mynde diligent 

In this humble ſtile / and lentence confequent 


The fir mpꝛacle / that our bleſſed fautour 

She wed for his fpoufes / alter her tranſlacion 

To Cheſtre: was npe the tyme ol Edwarde feniour 
Son to kyng Alured kamous ok renowne 

The Name of bꝛitons was chaunged that feafon 
Tere named walſhemen in the montapnes legregate 
Euer to the farons haupnge in warde hate 


The ( Aalchemen that tyme had ouer them a kyng 

Called Griflinus / to be theyꝛ gouernour 

Electe by the comons their appetite kolowyng 

Endurate with malice /coucttfe and rancour 

Ennemies to engliſſhemen / as is fato before 

This kyng entended by moꝛtall enuy 

The cite ot Cheſtre to ſpoyle and diſtrye 
TUerburge. 0.1, 


A myghty hott difcended from the mountans 
Tell armed and ſtrongely appꝛochyng the cite 
prepared fo? batell with them great oꝛdinaunce 
The ſapd Grifkinus and all his company 

Uith his power paſſed ouer the water ol Dee 
TUbiche ryuer adioynneth to the fayd towne 
Betwene Cnglande and Males a fure diuiſion 


This kynge layd ſiege vnto Cheſtre cite 

ith all his great hott / there honour to wyn 
By policie of warre / encrealynge myghtyle 

Foꝛ whiche the citezens remapnyng within 
were fore difconfolate like for to twyn 

Mith ofutt heuyp hartes they dyd call and crye 
Cipon bleſled Merburge for helpe and remedpe 


The charitable chanons with great deuocion 
Cokie the holy ſhꝛyne of theyꝛ patrones dis 
Set it on the towne valles £o? helpe and tuicion 
Truſtynge on her to be ſaued from diſtres 

But one of the ennempes with great wyckednes 
Smot the fayb (ipie in caſtyng of a ſtone 

And it empaired / piteous to loke vpon 


Anone great punyſſhement vpon them all lyght 
The kyng and his holt were fmyptten with blyndnes 
That of the cite / they had no manner ot ſyght 

And he that fimote the holy chꝛyne doubtles 

Clas greuoutly vexed with a (pate of darkenes 

And with hidous payne expired miferablp 

Che kynge was fore adꝛed / and all his company 
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Shoꝛtly the kynge remoued his great hott 
Departed from the cite without any pꝛaye 

And gate in commaundement in euerp cooſt 
&aynt Cderburge landes to meyntepne alway 
Aſligned her polleſſions euer after that day 

TU ith the ſigne of the croſle a token euident 

In plealyng this virgin / fo dꝛede ol punyllhement. 


C. Howe faynt Merburge cured and healed a woman 
thꝛe tymes (whiche was halte and lame) to helth and p⸗ 
fperíte agapne. Cap. vi. 


5 the cite of Cheſtre (the legende doth erpreffe) 
An honeſt matrone dwelled / Cagida nominat 
Mhiche bp continuaunce / and payne of ſickenes 
as made halt and lame / ol helth all delperate 
vet to fapnt Aerburge her hart was eleuate 
Inſtantly required with humble fuppticacion 
This holy virgin koꝛ helth / and pꝛeleruacion 


Anone by the merite of this lady clere 

The pacient reſtoꝛed to helth and pꝛolperite 

Gaue honour and thankes to Merburge and pꝛaper 
Entendyng euer after her true feruaunt to be 

And trucly continue lyuyng in pure chaſtite 

But ſhoꝛtly the hake her pꝛomeſſe made incyght 
Folowyng her appetite and carnall luſtes full ryght 


She had great riches welth and pꝛolperite 
And maried with plcafure after her entencion 
CUhere thꝛies che endured her olde infirnrite 
And thꝛies was cured by meke interceſſion 
Merburge. 0. ii. 
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To helth of body krom peynkull contraction 
Thus by the merite ok this virgin pure 
She was deliuered from peyne thꝛies to pleature 


This koꝛſapd Cadgide prudently ponderyng 
Thele notable miracles with her goſtly eve 
Gaue great cõmendacion and ſpeciall thankyng 
To almpahty god / with keruent humilite 

And to ſaynt Merburge knelynge on fine 
Came to her oꝛatoꝛie and gaue an oblacion 

To the holy ſhꝛyne with ſingular deuocion 


@. Howe faynt Werburge faued Cheſtre from innume⸗ 
rable barbarike nacions / purpofynge to diſtroye and 
Cpople the fapd cite vtterly Cap. vii. 


C ponat tyme inumerable barbarike nacions 
Came to fpoyle Cheſtre to robbe it and diſtry 
(Sapth the hittorye) from diuers regions 

Harolde kyng of danes / the kynge of gotes a galwedy 
Maucolyn of Scotlande and all theyꝛ company 
(ít) baners dilplayed well armed to kyght 

«bcp? tentes rially in Hoole Heth were pyght 


They fet theyꝛ oꝛdinaunce agaynſt the towne 
Upon euerp (toe / timoꝛous fo» to fe 

Namely at the noꝛthgate they were reap bowne 
By myaht police to haue entred the cite 

Che citeʒens dꝛedyng to be in captiuite 

Made interceſſion onto this holy abbaffe 

Foꝛ thepꝛ deliueraunce in fucbe extreme cafe 
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The deuout chanons fette the holy ſhꝛyne 

Agapnt theyꝛ enemies at the fayd noꝛthgate 
Truſtynge to Merburge to laue them from rupne 
And ſhewe fonte mypꝛacle to them difconfolate 

Foꝛ the citezens were of their lyues delperate 
Paſſpnge mannes mynde to efcape the yꝛ daunger 
But all only by merite ot this virgin clere 


As the kynges were ſautynge this Coifayb cite 
Truſtyng for a praye to haue it euery hour 

One of the fayo ennemies replet with iniquite 
Nat woꝛchyppyng y'virgin / noꝛ dꝛedyng our fautour 
Smote this riall relique with a ſtone in his rancour 
Bꝛake tDerof a corner curiouſly wꝛought 

Caſt all to the grounde: than loꝛowe came enfougbt 


The ſapd malekactour nat pallynge the place 
Aexed with the deuill £o» his greuous offence 
Roꝛyng and pellyng his outragious tretpate 
Tore his tonge a fonder in wodel y violence 
Miſerable exſpired afore them in pꝛelence 
Satan ceated nat to ſhewe great punyſſhement 
Upon his ſoule and body / by ſignes euident 


€ befe kynges conſiderynge this loden vengeaunce 
Amonge them all lyght fo ſoone and hattelyp 
Shoꝛtly remoued theyꝛ great oꝛdinaunce 
Departed krom the cite with theyꝛ company 
Callyng on this virgin fal for grace and mercy 
Pꝛompttynge neuer after to retourne agayne 
To diſquiete her feruauntes and cite in certapne 
Merburge O. iii. 
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C. Howe faynt Cclerburge by her merite fent krute to a 
barrapne woman bp fpnaular pꝛaper made vnto her 
The. viii. chapitre. 


Noble gentilman / a conful in office 
Deſcendyng of tbe hie and riall blodde of cofty 
Elected a ſpouſes at his owne deuice 
Aſwete faire gentilwoman curtes and comly 
Nominat Judith / iopnned to hym in matrimony 
Cit) whom this lady lyued a longe feafon 
Barrapn and kruteles of generacion 


She daily lamented her great wꝛetchednes 

As woman inkoꝛtu nate full of miſerpe 

Pꝛaped to ſapnt Merburge with interiour mekenes 
Foꝛ remedy and helpe agaynſt that wokul inkampe 
Deſired to haue illue and frute of her bodye 

Ik it pleated god / and this virgin alfo 

Moſt greatteſt comfort to bꝛynge her hert from wo 


Saynt Merburge appered to her in bifion 

In white bꝛight veſture / clere as the criſtall 
Expꝛeſlynge woꝛdes ot great confolacion 

Mloſt iopkull to Judith to make rehertall 
Commaundyng her by the effect £pectall — 

To go to her churche with ſingular deuocion 
And paye our ſauiour with humble fupplícacion 


Aifo for to com paſle her holy aulter 

Mith a linen cloth / knelyng on her kne 
And after for to take the fame cloth in ker 
And compas her wombe about reuerentle 
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This Judith was iopkull / and role vp perle 
And truely kult ylled this goſtly viſion 
From thens departed to her pꝛopꝛe mancion 


Soone after this wyke afore reherled 

Concepued a childe and had lucceſſion 

Pꝛaylyng this virgin in hart woꝛde and Debe 

And after the tyme of her purificacion 

Ok the lame faire cloth the made oblacion 

Richely fet in cyluer / well wꝛought in compas 
Mith many riche enoꝛmentes the lende to this place 


After came herfelfe vnto the monaſtery 

Mith many of her neyghbours / ther nye dwellyng 
Pꝛayſyng and laudyng this glorious lady 

CUith coꝛdiall thankynges makyng thepꝛ olteryng 
Ok this great myꝛacles true witnes bearyng 
Departed krom the place with ioy and deuocion 

All the fapd company / eche to theyꝛ mancion. 


C. Ok a woman great with childe with peyne bꝛought 
out of her wytte / by fapnt Merburge was reftoured to 
reafon agapne. Cap. ix. 


N the pꝛouince of Cheſtre / knowen it is of olde 
A certayne man dwelled ok great honeſte 
Mhiche had a doughter difpofed manpfolde 
To fonimye vertues / clennes / and humilite 
This humble maybe ioyned was in matrimon pe 
To an honeſt pong man / ol whom fpe conceyued 
And was great with childe / openly percepucd 
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han the tyme appꝛoched of her deliueraunce 

ered ſhe was with mycle wo and payne 
Continually enduryng / with fucbe hidous greuaunce 
That out of Der mynde ſhe went incertayne 

All philike and medicyns were kounde to her in vapne 
No comfort in erth helpe norremedpe 

Foꝛ her myght be kounde in ſuche extremite 


Her kather and mother / and her krendes all 
Bꝛought theyꝛ dere doughter with great deuocion 
To faynt Merburge churche / requiryng fpecíatl 
This bleſled virgin / with humble incercellion 
To helpe the pacient from all vexacion 

Pꝛomptt ynge an oblacion to this lady bꝛyght 
Than the vnto realon were contem a ryght 


And as the llepped at the aulter ende 

CUofully cruciat with peynes hiduous 

Paſſyng mannes cure it £o) to amende 

Anone by the merite of this virgin gloꝛious 

Dhe was releated front all payne greuous 

And fully reſtoꝛed to her realon agãyne 

Had good deliueraunce / and ſpedde well in certayne 


Ahiche myꝛacle knowen / her krendes euerychone 
And all the good matrons of the layd cite 

Came holly togyther with theyꝛ oblacion 

Co the holy ſhꝛyne thankyng with hart fre 

This bleſled virgin of her benignite 

CUbiche is fo redy a mediatrice al way 

To helpe her true leruauntes both nyght and day 
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C. Howe an other woman vnlaukullp wurkynge was 
made blynde / and by fapnt TUerburge reſtoꝛed was to 
her ſyght agayne. Cap. x. 


Mithin the fame cite afore the abbay gate 
Dwelled a woman / which hake the comaundement 
Ol god and holy churche / hye fabbot day dyd violate 
GIntautultp wurkynge: wherfore great punyllhement 
Fell vpon this woman with pepnes equiualent 
Soda pnly ĩmytten / wurkynge full bufelp 
Mith greuous blyndnes / and mpele nuferpe 


This woman conkyderynge her lyght was gone 
Che pleature of this woꝛlde her helpe and fuccour 
Hau ynge to lyue by /fmalt riches o? none 

Cried maynly out out alas euery hour 

Go is me wꝛetche kulkplled with dolour 

Alas J was boꝛne to abyde this wokull day 

My maker to diſpleate / alas what hall J fap ? 


She called to memoꝛie with Dye difcrecion 

The mpꝛacles that Merburge ſhewed to mankynde 
By grace fpe repented / with luche contricion 

That water diſtilled krom her eyes blynde 
Dolekully lamentynge / that the was fo vnkpnde 
Muchtully was bꝛought to Merburge oꝛatoꝛp 
Truſtyng in this virgin to haue remedy 


As che continued in her tupplicacion 

Tofully wepynge / abidyng the great grace 

Ol bleſled Merburge / with ſingular inuocacion 

Anone (be was cured to helth and lolace 
Werburge p.t. 
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Reſtoꝛed to her evelight / che pafled the place 
Pꝛapſed our loꝛde and this virgin pure 
Nas a holy woman after ye may be fute. 


C. How faint Werburge reftored to helth and plperite 
vi. lame and halt plons by ſingular grace. Cap. xi. 


Te excellent kame ol this gloꝛious lady 
Dilated was thꝛough all this region 
Manikeſt by mpꝛacles tuti honoꝛably 

Therkoꝛe krom diuers partes came many a perſon 
ffo) helth of body and goſtly conuerfacion 

Some to be cured from payne intollerable 

And fonte of oldefores that were incurable 


Amonge whom there came vnto her place 

Sire wokull perfones / cured for to be 

Halt blynde and lame belekyng her ol grace 
Hith humble fupplicacion vpon them haue pite 
Cit) wepynge treares fapenae / o ſouerayn ladie 
O imperiall pꝛinceſle / and kynges doughter dere 
Heele our diſeaſe by thy inſtant pꝛayer 


O bleſled virgin and holy moiniall 

O gloꝛious abbaſſe / and worthy gouernour 
O pereles parens and miniſtre ſpirituall 

O celeſtiall gemme reſplendent with honour 
Pꝛape fo? vs wꝛetches onto our fauiour 
That we may opteyne here mercy and grace 
Cured of out ſekenes / atter to fe thy face 


Thy name trantcendeth this realme lwete lady 
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Thy mpꝛacles magnifien thy great goodnes 
Thy woꝛſhyp encreateth with honour and gloꝛie 
Daily euermoꝛe thꝛough thy great holynes 
Shewe noe thy power / cure vs from ſekenes 
That by the we may pꝛayle the kyng of blis 

As thou batt cured manyone o? this 


By thete meke pꝛapers / in Hert full penitent 
And many other oufons fayd pꝛiuatly 

Callyng on this virgin with deuocion keruent 
ffo certapne / oꝛ they palled the monaſtery 
They were all cured krom peyne and malady 
In wytnes whe rot / and triall as it was 

Cher? ſtaues remapned longe after in the place 


@ Howe a ponge man tics hanged bnlautully Mas 
thꝛies delpuered by faynt Merburge from dethe to lyfe 
and lyberte. Caàp.xii. 


A Linpabty god gaue in commaundement 

By moites lawe / to his people echone 

No innocent to ſlee by wꝛongkull iudgement 

Noꝛ cauſeles to punyſſhe by greuous oppictfton 
Aldo to beware of lyght luſpection 

Aherot a mypꝛacle we hall note expꝛelle 

Done in Cheſtre cite by AHerburge theyꝛ patroneffe 


A certapne yonge man dwelled in the cite 
Honeſt in maners / and of good conuerlacion 
Dilpoled to vertue and humilite 
Mas arreſt and taken of a lyght futpicion 
By the officers and rules of the fayd towne 
(Uerburge. p. ii. 


Gyltles accuſed moſt innocently 
Condemned and iudged to deth ſhamkully 


Akter fentence gyuen / miniſtres were all redy 
Upon the iudgement to do execucion 

He was kettred and bꝛought to the gebbet by and by 
And as a ſtronge theke hanged thervpon 

His krendes and colyns for hym made great mone 
Alas what tongue myght expꝛeſſe the wo 

They made that tyme departynge hym fro 


And as this innocent hang in his payne 

He called to mynd the manpkolde goodnes 

The mpꝛacles of Merburge ſhewed her certapne 
Howe fhe had faued many in great diſtres 

So whan he mpaht no wordes expꝛeſſe 

In mynde he required her / and humblie dyd pꝛay 
From ſhamkull deth to faue hym that day 


Uhan all the officers departed were thens 
Su ppolynge the foule leperate from the body 
A white doue delcended afore them in pꝛelence 
And lyght vpon the gebbet immediatly 

The byꝛde with his byll bake the rope truely 
The pꝛiſoner efcaped that tyme from deth 
Shoꝛtly reuiuynge toke naturall bꝛeth 


TUbiche thynge notilied fo meruailous in lyght 
The miniſters returned / they; labour in vayne 
Coke this innocent bp power and myght 

Upon the ſayd gebbet hanged hym agayne 
Thus he was del puered by mpꝛacle krom payne 


Che tortuous turmentours cefled their tranny 
Permptted the puloner to go at Liberte 


CAlhiche myꝛacle knowen / his krendes and colyns all 
Returned agayne with glad mynde and chere 

The pꝛiſoner mette them louyng god in ſpeciall 
And bleſſed Herburge in his beff manere 

Che deuout citeʒens appꝛoched them nere 

ent all to the ſhꝛyune the virgin thankyng 

The belles were tolled £o» top of this thyng 


Howe at the maner place of Apton faint Merburge 
reſtrayned wyld Does from diſtruction ok comes put 
in by thepꝛ ennempes. Caàp.xiii. 


Llo the thyꝛde lealon appꝛoched to Chettre cite 

Many cruell ennempes in the part of Mirall 
Purpoſyng to ſpople / and diſtrop all the countre 
Che people and theyꝛ krutes / theyꝛ coꝛne and catall 
The citesens dꝛedyng to be captyue and thꝛall 
Fortified the cite with men of armes bꝛight 
Hauynge ture artillarie for to dekende and light 


The hul bandes of the countrey about there dwellyng 
Agaynſt the lapd ennempes makyng fore pꝛoupſion 
Bꝛought ther coꝛne a cattell / their huſold / remaynynge 
In allurance to be / to the parke of Upton 

Saynt Nerburge landes from all diſtruction 

CAhiche parke from Upton was diſtaunt a myle ſpace 

A pꝛebende to a chanon of her mynſtre and place 


Thele Mpcked ennemies kulfylled with malice: 
Tderburae. p.tit, 


Agaynſt all conſcience and oꝛdꝛe of charite 

In no maner wile dꝛedynge the hie witice 
Entred the fayd parke with mycle cruelte 
Pulled downe the paale at plealure and liberte 
Put in theyꝛ holes made great diſtruction 

DE comes and catell of a hie pꝛelumpcion 


erburge remembꝛpnge thepe great wpckednes 
Theyꝛ malice and mylchiel agaynſt her polleſlſion 
By mpꝛacle ſhewed her power and goodnes 
Preferupnge her feruauntes from all vexacion 
And punyſkhyng her ennemies with great affliction 
As the hath done many lealons o? this 

By mean to her ſpouſe our loꝛde kyng of blis 


han the come ſheuys lay bꝛoken afore them plapne 
The horles had no power any part to take 

ffor why? bp mypꝛacle / theyꝛ heedes all in certayne 
ere vpholdẽ in the ayꝛe / theyꝛ bodyes fore dyd quake 
They touched no krutes / watt they dyd none make 
Ok the pꝛincipall doers / tome raged out o£ mynde 
Some ſimetpn with palſy / lome lepꝛe halt and blynde 


CUbiche punyſſhement knowen vnto all the hott 
The rulers and captens without any delaye 
Unt agayne the cheuys / that none chulde be tot 
TUith tremblynge hartes humbly began to piaye 
This holy virgin to laue them that daye 

Upon a condicion / eſcapynge from payne 
Endurynge they lyfe neuer to turne agayne 


From that tyme kurth ther dar no nacion 
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Conſyderyng the power of this virgin pure 
Appꝛochyng Cheſtre cite to make derogacion 
Denmarke Goet noꝛ Galway fcot ye may be fure 
Cruell danes no» walſhemen dare nat procure 
TUberfore the citeʒ ens haue caufe to loue the place 
And thanke this virgin koꝛ her helpe and grace 


@ Howe a chanon of Cheltre haupng his leg and thie 
broken was reſtaured to helth by fapnt Tierburge bys 
patroneſſe. Cap.xiiii. 


Uithin Cheſtre mynſtre that holy place 
Dwelled a chanon nominate Alminus 
Sad of dil policion bp lyngular grace 
Humble and pacient / diſcrete and vertuous 
Liberall and honeſt / gentyll and piteous 
And fora paſtyme this was his pleafure 
Co hunt and to hauke to conkoꝛt nature 


And as this chanon rode for his folace 

On huntyng with other honeſt company 

By fortune vnkrendly / the more pite was 
Both hoꝛſe and man fell to grounde fodendly 
In pelt of theyꝛ lyues ſtandynge in ieoperdye 
Che hoꝛle downe lyenge oppꝛelled the chanon 
Wrakie his leg a ſondꝛe / with blod great effution 


(ban by his company the chanon was vp take 

He teil in a lwowne koꝛ anguiſſhe wo and payne 

All worldly riches redy to fortake 

for one hour of quietnes to be had agayne 

Unto his mancion they bꝛought him certayne 
CUerburae. p.iiii. 


CUhere he continued in mycle wo and langour 
Abydyng allonly the mercy of our ſauiour 


Coünyng turgeans were fought vpon euery ſyde 
To cure this gentylman krom penalite 

But none of them / by wyldome coude pꝛouyde 
Clerely to heele hym / and do hym remedpe 
Thus he remediles / in extreme ieopardye 

raped to fapnt Merburge his patroneſſe 

ffo» helth and remedpe / ort her great goodnelle 


Whole humble prayer with in ward loue keruent 
Mas graciouſly harde of her charite 

ffo) right ſoone after appered euident 

A byꝛde like a doue moſt clere £o? to fee 

Into the chanons chambꝛe the byꝛde flow trule 
Among the company / and anone doubtles 

The place was repleit with odour and twetnes 


Soone after the company euerichone 

Cete fadly on epe a thynge meruaplous 

And afore the pacient by playne viſion 

Sant Cüerburge appered in his ſyght full alonous 
Sapeng: my chaplapne and feruaumnt vertuous 
CUby be ye abfent from diuine leruice 

Nat doynge pour dutie accoꝛdyng to iuſtice 


la dame he ſayd / and lwete prefident 
It is well knowen to all the cite 

Ok my mpfkoꝛtune and harmes eupdent 
Howe my borfe al moſt had oppꝛeſſed me 
TUherkoꝛe an impotent J endure mplere 


It is no keyned caufe / that J do expꝛelle 
J befche pou of helpe note fete maiſtres 


Sapnt Ccrburge euer piteous and merciable 
Upon her ſeruantes in great diſtreſſe 
Conkoꝛted her chaplayne with ones delectable 
Pꝛoued in effect by her excellent goodnes 

To his ſyght and kelynge as be opo expꝛeſſe 

She touched the koote / that fore and bꝛoken was 
Cured it holly from payne by ſingular grace 


Chan the had cured thus this impotent 
Anone the departed out of his ſyght 

Che chanon gaue honour to god omnipotent 
And to this virgin and lady bꝛyght 

Ok this goſtly viſion comfort and lyght 

All peyne was patt fekenes vexacion 

Helth was come by plapne pꝛobacion 


The chanon role vp the lame mydnyght 

And went to mattens as cuſtome was 

His bꝛetherne were glad with all theyꝛ myght 
Pꝛayſed our loꝛde of his ſingular grace 

And Werburge patrones of the fapd place 
Allo with honour reuerence and humilite 
The bꝛetherne lange te deum lolemle 


C2 breke rehertall of certayne kynges / and how kyng 
Edgar came to Cheſtre. Allo howe Leofrice Erle of 
Cheſtre repared diuers churches. Cap. xv. 


After the decelle of kynge Edwarde feniour 
Ethelſtan his konne was coꝛonate at London 


Kyng of this lande regnyng in Honour 

Mith power regalite by true ſucceſſion 
Ualeant in chiualry and actes euerpchone 
Subdued danes / lcottes / noꝛwayes / bꝛitons all 
Optepned triumphe / and dignite imperial 


The fourth pere of his reigne / and the vere of grace 
viii. hundꝛeth. ii. and leuenty by full computacion 
Guy cric of Cdattothie by fortune ſlayne hate 

Col bꝛond the gyaunt / floure of danes nacion 

The ſayd kyng Ethelſtan by power and renowne 
Thies ſubdued danes / and lle we the kyng of Jrelade 
Nominat pꝛince Ania as we vnderſtande 


This noble Ethelſtan was good and gracious 
To all holy churche / namely to religion 
Kyghtkull in iudgement / liberall and piteous 
To his true fubtectes thꝛough his dominion 
To mpnſtres and holy places had great affection 
Confirmed theyꝛ koundacions with libertes clere 
Chote noble actes be touched a lytell here 


Regia progenies proburit nobile ſtemma. 

Cum tenebris noftris illuxit fplendida gemma 
Magnus Ethelſtanus patrie decus, orbita recti 
Illuſtris probitas a vero nefcia flecti. 


After Ethelſtan regned Edmunde his bꝛothur 
Fyue peres in Honour / hauyng great victory 
Pꝛincis Cred and Edwyn fuccided eytherothur 
In great bufines with ſcottes and Danes truly 
Next whom meke Edgar /faytb the hiſtoꝛy 

tbt. pere of age / coꝛonate at Ayngſton 

Mith peace and quietnes ſirſt ruled this region. 


In whole natiuite the bleed Dunſtan 

Herde angels ſinge with mycle melody 

Peace is now come to Englande certan 
Quietnes and ret / honour / and bictorp 

Ok coꝛnes and krutes that tyme was plentie 
Danes / noꝛwaies / ſcottes / bꝛitons in euery place 
Submptted them felfe to the kynges grace 


Science encreaſed true loue and amite 
Gertue was exalted in all this region 
Mlonaſteries were edilied of his benignite 
Endowed with riches / and riall polleſlion 

xl. religious places by famous opinion 
Mere newly buylded by the fayb noble kyng 
In londꝛp places of this realme ſtandyng 


Secular pꝛeſtes expulſed lothely were 
From diuers monaſteries with great dilcrecion 
Religious perſones repleit with vertue dere 
Entred their places cauſe of deuocion 

Charite was keruent and holy religion 

The lyues of ſayntes were foth in eche place 

And written in legendes fo» our comfort and grace 


Many (Dyps were made vpon the kynges cott 
Co ſerche by the fc all his lande about 
Chat no alian entre in no maner coſt 
By policie and manhod to holde all his ennemies out 
Danes nozwaies / fcottes durſt nat ones loke out 
Suche dꝛede all nacions had enluynge the tyme 
That kyng Edgar regned by pꝛouidence diuine 

In pꝛogreſle he pated ones in the pere 
Eche quarter ot the realme with his company 


To fe that bis tubtectes well oꝛdꝛed were 

And the lawe oblerued iuſtice with mercy 
Than was none oppieffíor wꝛonges noꝛ witty 
Debate malice rancour myght nat be founde 
True loue and charite was in all the londe 


Kynge Edgar appꝛoched the cite of legions 
Nowe called Cheſtre / pecilied aloꝛe 

AUhere viii. kynges mette of diuers nacions 
Redy to gyue Edgare reuerence and Honour 
Legiance and fidelite depely lworne full fore 

At the fame cite: after to be obedient 
Pꝛompt at his callyng to come to his parliament 


From the Caſtell he went to the water ol Dee 
By a puue poſturne though walles of the towne 
The kyng toke his barge with mycle rialte 
Rowyng vpwarde to the churche of laynt John 
The koꝛſapd. viii. kynges with hym went alone 
KRynge Edgar kept the ſtoꝛne / as moſt principal 
Eche pꝛince had an oꝛe to labour withall 


Cbar the kynge had done his pylgrimage 
And to the holy roode made oblacion 

They entred agayne into the ſayd barge 
patlynge to his place with great renowne 
Than Edgare ſpake in pꝛaylyng ol the crowne 
All my ſucceſſours may glad and ioptull be 
To haue ſuche homage honour and dignite 


Allo it is to be had in memoꝛy j 
That this fayd Edgar and his princis all 


Came with great reuerence onto the monaſtery 
To woipyp fapnt Merburge with mynde liberall 
Gere he gaue kredoms and puuileges ſpeciall 
Cito ſingular poſleſlions of his charite ö 
Confirmpnge the olde grauntes by hye auctontte 


This Edgar was nominate in cronicles expꝛeſle 
The floure of Enalade / regnyng as emperour 
Lyke wife as Romulus to romains was of pꝛowes 
Cyrus to the perſis / to the grekes their conquerour 
Great Charles to krenchemen / to troians Hectour 
Famous in bictorye pꝛeignant in wyldome 
Gertuous and pacient / leruent in deuocion 
Henrie’, tt. v. | 
ductor opum vindix ſcelerum / largitoꝛ honoꝛum 
Scoptriger Edgarus regna fuperna petit. 
Hic alter Solomon / legum pater / oꝛbita pacis 
Quod claruit bellis / claruit inde magis. 
Templa deo /teplis monachos / monachis dedit agros: 
Nequitie laplum / iuſlicieqʒ locum. 


Alco from the byꝛthe of our bleſſed fautout 
A thouſande kykty pere / and leuyn expꝛeſle 
In the tyme of laynt Edwarde kyng and conkellour 
As Milliam Maluelburp beareth wytnes 
Than Leofricus a man of great mekenes 
Mas erle of Cheſtre and dune ol merciens 
Son to duke Leolff win by liniall difcence 


This noble Leokric ſayth policronicon 
Ok his deuocion and beningne grace 
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Namely by the counfell and vertues mocion 

Ok his lady Godith countes whiche was 

Reeditied churches decayed in many a place 

Allo he founded the monaſtery ol Leonence 

Gp the towne of Herkoꝛd / / and the place ol Menlecence 


Chis erle repareled a noble olde monastery 
Eueſham vpon Auen gaue them great riches 

Allo founder was of the abbay in couentre 

Made the cite free for touc of his countelle 

At the cite of Cheſtre of his great goodnes 

He repared the College churche of fapnt John 
Endowed it with riches and enoꝛmentes manp one 


This erle of Cheſtre the fayd Leokricus 

Ok his charite / and keruent deuocion 

To the honour of god / reediſied full gracious 

The mpnſtre of Merburge within the layd towne 
Gaue unto it riches and ſingular polleſlion 
Endowed the ſayd place with kredoms and liberte 
And Cpeciall pꝛiuileges confirmed by auctoꝛite 


So the layd place encrealed in honour 

In great polleſlions / kredoms / and richelle 

ith ſingular deuocion vnto our ſauiour 

And pꝛapſe to fapnt Merburge they patronelle 
The chanons oblerued vertue and clennes 
Daily augmentyng by diuine ſufferaunce 
Unto the comyng to this lande of noꝛmans 


@ DE the compng of Millyam conquerour to this lade 
and boc Hug. Lupe his fpíter forme was founder of 
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Cheſtre monaſterpe Cap. xvi. 


He pere of grace M. Cire and thꝛelcour 

The . xiii. day of the moneth of october 
The duke of Mozmandy / Uilliam conquerour 
Pight a ſtronge batell / dil played his baner 
DE noꝛmans and krenchemen haupnae great power 
Subdued kyng Harold / opteyned all the londe 
Tas coꝛonate at London / made farons all bonde 


For diuerſe great cautes he came to this countre 

Firſt for deth of Alured his nere kynlman j 
Che pꝛolcripcion of Robert archebillhop ol Cant bury 
Che periury of Harolde agaynſt confcience playne 
The pꝛomys of lapnt Edwarde made to hym certayne 
That the fayo Mylliam chulde eniope the crowne 

Ik the kyng departed without fucceffion 


4 generall countell was celebꝛate at London 

That all byſſhops fees by helpe of the conquerour 
From boꝛowes (bulbe be tranflate to a famous towne 
Mithin their diocels / to the greatter honour 

Nyght fo they all were / lapth myn auctour 

Alſo the fee of Lichekeld was tranſlate to Cheſter 
By helpe and tufferaunce of the byffbop Peter 


Mith UAyplliam conquerour came to this region 
A noble worthy pꝛynce nominate Hug. Lupus 
Che dukes fon ol Bꝛitayne / and his (per for 
Flourynge in chiualry bolde and victorious 
Mankull in batell / iiberall and vertuous 
To whom the kyng gaue koꝛ his enheritaunce 
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The counte of Chellhire with the appurtinaunce 


By victoꝛie to wynne the koꝛſayd Erledom 
Frely to gouerne it as by conqueſt right __ 
Made a fure chartre to hym and his fucceffton 
By the t werde of dignite to holde it with myght 
And to calle a parlement to his wyll and ſyght 
To oꝛdꝛe his fubiectes after true iuſtiſe 

As a pꝛepotent pꝛince / and ſtatutes to deuiſe 


This balcant knyght with a myghty hot 
Deſcended from London to wynne the apd counte 
But the loꝛdes of Cheilhire role from euerx cot 
Agapnt hym made batell and had the victoꝛie 
Thꝛies they pꝛeuayled agayntt the erle trulie 
After he optayned to his kame and honour 

The erledom ol Cheſtre entred as a conquerour 


He gaue to his knyghtes after theyꝛ defire 
Loꝛdchyps and kranches / and great potfetfton 
Mith riche mariages within all Chellhire 
Exalted his leruauntes to Dye pꝛomocion 
Cinto holy churche had ſpecial deuocion 
Mlapnteynge iuſtice / rommendyng vertue 
Depolyng vice by the helpe of Jelu 


After the departure of his ence the conquerour 
han Milliam Rue. toke the regalite 

Than bleffeo Anſelme the famous doctour 

Dyd vilet this lande oft tymes of his charite 
Glad to rekourme / and bꝛynge vnto vnite 
Chere was debate / and mycle diuiſion 


By diligent labour and good exhoꝛtacion 


This koꝛſayd erle of his benignite 
Interiouſly louynge holy religion 
Repleit with vertue and keruent charite 
Sende for fapnt Anſelme vnto London 
To come to Cheſtre at his peticion 

And there for Co founbe a religious place 
In honour of Cierburge bp diuine grace 


Bleſſed Anlelme at the erles fupplicacton 
Came vnto Cheſtre with gladde chere ſhoꝛtly 
Uhere he founded an abbape of holp religion 
A pleaſaunt place and a noble monaſterye 
In woꝛlhyp of god and faynt Merburge fothelp 
Che pere of grace by full computacion 
A thoufande iii. ſcoꝛe.xiii. pere alon 


All ſecular pꝛeſtes / and chanons allo 
Mithin the fapd place afore tpe dwellyng 
Cete clerely dilmplled / and letten go 
Religious monkes perfect in lyuynge 

KRece pued were gladly their rule pꝛokellynge 
Saypnt Ankelme oꝛdepned Ric of 25eccente 
To be their abbot with great pꝛeeminence 


Landes / rentes / libertes / and great polleſſion 

Franches / kredoms / and pꝛiuileges riall 

ere gyuen mekely to that foundacion 

HMlaners / boꝛowes / townes / with the people thꝛall 

And many faire churches / chapels withall 

Mardes and mariages were gyuen that featon 
Cderburac. q.i. 


To god and faynt Merburge caute of deuocion 


Lyng Cüplipam Buff. fon to the conquerour 
Confirmed the koundacion / with great auctonte 
Endowed the monatterp with mycle honour 
ME kredoms / kranches / allo liberte 

The place that tyme was made as kre 

As the fayd erle was in his caſtell 

Oꝛ as bert myabt thynke / oꝛ tonge myght tell 


Sapnt Anſelme departed thence vnto London 
And was made archebiſſhop of Canturbury 
To the place he gaue a ſure confirmacton 
THith ſingular pꝛiuileges to be had in memoꝛy 
Ok whom it is written here kolowyng truly 
Dic vir dum vixit ertirpantes maledixit 
Merburge tura pꝛeſentia fine futura. 


This noble prince gaue of his charite 

Niall riche enoꝛmentes vnto the ſayd place 
Coopes / croſſes / Je wels of great rialte 

Chales / cenſures / veſtures / and landes dyd purchace 
A libꝛarie of bokes to rede and lynge there was 

ME whiche riall ieweis and bokes fonte remapne 
ithin the layd monaſtery to this day certayne 


Che founder alfo buylded within the monaſterie 
Many myghty places / conuenient for religion 
Compaled with ſtronge walles on the wet partie 
And on the other (poc with TA alles ol the towne 
Cloled at euery ende with a fure poſtron 

In louth part the cimiterie inuironed rounde about 


ffo: a fure dekence ennemies to holde out 


The. ix. pere aftre this riall koundacion 

This noble founder the. xxvii. day ol July 
Departed towarde the heuenly mancion 
Next whom his fon KRicharde fucccoco truly 
Than regnyng in Honour the firk kyng Henry 
Alto the place had their kraunches and kredom 
Afore the ſayd cite a hundꝛeth pere and one 


@ Powe faynt THerburge taught her monte and cha- 
plapne to kepe paciens for his greatter merite and glo⸗ 
rye to come. Cap. xvii. 


QI the tranflacion of Cheſtre monatterye 
From fecular chanons to monkes religious 
By helpe ol Anſelme archebiſſhop of Canturburpe 
Suppoꝛtyng therto the founder Dua. Lupus 

As afore is ſpecified full memoꝛous u 

A monke there dwelled of vertuous pitpotiaion 
Under obedience / nominate dan Spmon 


This bꝛother Simon his tyme well vlyng 
Nowe in bertuous ſtudy / nowe in contemplacion 
Nowe in deuout prayer / nowe bufelp wꝛyttynge 
Somtyme in ſolace / and honeſt recreacion 
Oblerued deuoutly his holy religion 
Obedience / pacience / and wylkull pouerte 
Mlekenes / meditacion / with pure cpattite 

Foꝛ whiche examples and ſignes of vertue 
Diuers ol his bꝛetherne repleit with enuy 
Aere fully confederate entendyng to fubdue 
This honeſt pꝛeſt by malice and policy 

Cerburge. q.it. 


They layd to his charge open wꝛonges and untur - 
They punyſched a opprefled hym with great affliction 
Daply augmentyng by lubtyll colluſion 


Dan Symon ollendyng no bꝛother at all 
Oblerued pacience / euer callynge for grace 
(Uepyng lamentyng with fyghes coꝛdiall 

His fortune vnkrendly remediles / in that cafe 
Entended to depart to ſome other place 

Ok a ſcrupulous contctence / leyng no redꝛelle 
Mas redy to pꝛocede plonged in heupnes 


THerburge appered to this monke in viſion 
Bꝛyghter than Phebus in his meridian fpere 
My Ceruaunt tbc ſayd callyng hym vpon 
(pp be pe fo ſad / and heuy of chere? 
CUheder entende ye? chewe the mater dere 
Alas he ſayd ma dame and patronctfe 

Foꝛ ſoꝛowe J can nat my pepnes expꝛeſle 


Diuers ol my bꝛetherne ben greued at me 
Gexyng me dayly with great tribulacion 
Cauſeles on my part oeferucd trule 

In woꝛde oꝛ en dede gyuyng none occaſion 

4 can nat be quiet amonge that congregacion 
CUherfore fwete lady vnder pour licence 

J purpole to departe in faupnge my conference 


Saynt TUerburge pacifico his mynde and entent 
Mith woꝛdes of comfort and holy lcripture 

Made hym be humble in Hert and pacient 

Thy tufferaunce ſhalbe great ioye and pleafute 
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And for thy pacience thou maiſt be fure 
To haue rewarde in blis perpetuall 
At thy departure (ron this ipfe moꝛtall 


Ther with fapnt Cierbutge departed lodeinl 
To the blys of heupn euer endurpnge 

The monke was meke in Hert and mery 
Oblerued her doctrine this lyke continuyng 
Gaue good example of perfect lyuynge 

Unto his bꝛetherne / and at his departure 
ffo: bis pacience paffed to eternall pleaſure 


@ Howe fondes role vp within the kalt tee agaynſt Dil 
burghee by fapnt Gderburge at the peticion of the con- 
ſtable of Cheſtre. Ca. x viii. 


He feconde erle of Cheſtre after the conqueſt 
"(Gas erle Richard / lon to Hug. Lupus 
AUhiche Richarde entended all thyng to the beſt 
To viſite fapnt Minikride in Hert defirous 
Upon his tourney went / myn auctour fayth thus 
Deuoutly to holy well in pylgrimage 
Foꝛ his great merite and goſtly aduantage 


han the wicked walchemen herd of his compra 

After a mene maner onto that party 

They made inlurrection inwardly gladdyng 

Deſcended from the mountapnes mot Curioufty 

Agaynſt the erle vatfeo a cruell company 

Byt wt hym and Cheſtre lettynge the kyngis way 

Purpolynge to flee o take bpm fona pꝛaye 
erburge. q.tit. 


The erle fon percepued theyꝛ malicious entent 

In all haſt pollible lende co Cheſtre fecretlp 

Co warne his conſtable by loue and commaundemt 
MUyllyam the foi of Migell / to rapfe a great army 

To mete bpm at Bal yngwerke right lone and ſpedely 
Foꝛ his deliueraunce from deth and captiuite 

DE the wyld walſhemen / without humanite 


The conſtable congregate in all goodly halt 

A myabtp ſtronge hoſt / in theyꝛ beſt arraye 

Towarde Hilburghee on iourney ridyng kaſt 
Truſtyng vpon Hippes all them to conuape 

Ahiche was a riall rode that tyme nyght and daye 
And whan they theder came ſhyppyng none there was 
To carie all them ouer in conuenient ſpace 


Alas what bert map thynke / oꝛ tonge well expꝛeſſe? 
The doloꝛous greuaunce / and great lamentacion 
That the hot made / koꝛ lowe and tendernes 
Enowynge their great maiſter in fuche perlecucion 
Some wept and wapled without confolacion 

Some ſighed and lobbed / ſome were in extaly 
Alithout perfect reaſon / alas what remedy? 


Captiyam the conſtable moſt carefull man on lyue 

Ok his mylkoꝛtune in Cuche extreme neceſſite 

Called to hym a monke there dwellyng contemplatyue 
Required hym for counfaple and pꝛaper for his charite 
The monke exhorted hym to knele vpon his fie 
Humblie to beſeke Merburge his patroneſſe 

Foꝛ helpe and remedy in luche great diſtreſle 


Che conttable content anone began to pꝛape 

O biefled Merburge and virgin pure 

J beſeke the mekely helpe me this day 

That we map trantcende this ryuer lake and ture 
To fauc and dekende my loꝛde from difcomfiture 
And here J pꝛomptte to god and the alone 

To offre to the a gylte at ap compng whome 


TAhiche pꝛaper ended with wepyng and langour 
Beholde and confpdre well with pour aoffly ce 
The infinite goodnes of our lauiour 

ffo» like as to Moiles deuided the redde fce 

And the water of Joꝛdan obeyed to Jolue 

Kyght fo the depe riuer ol Dee made diuiſion 
The fondes dꝛye appered in ſyght of them echone 


The contfable conſpderynge / and all the company 
This great mpꝛacle trantcendyng nature 
Pꝛayſed and magnified our loꝛde god almyghty 
And biefled Merburge the virgin pure 

They went into wales vpon the fondes ture 
Deliuered their loꝛde krom dꝛede and enmite 
Bꝛought hym in fafe garde agayne to Cheſtre cite 


The ſayd Myllyam conſtable came to the monaſterye 
Thanked fapnt Merburge with meke fupplicacion 
Fulkylled his pꝛomes made in extremite 

Olfred to the place the village of Meuton 

Akterwarde he founded the abbay of Morton 

And where the holt palled / ouer betwix bondes 

To this day ben called the conttable fondes 


@ Howe Matild / countetfe of Cheltre countellpng her 
hufband;, agaynt the monaftery of Cheſtre was dꝛow⸗ 
ned at Barflewe with manp other mo. Cap. xix. 


Fter the Deceffe of Hug. Lupe pꝛenominate 
Richard, his fon vii. peres of age 
Mag elect Erle by the kyng and creat b 
Uith countatle gouerned his landes and heritage 
At peres of dilcrecion he toke in mariage 
The lady Matild / nece to the lirſt kynge Henry 
Doucahter to erle Stephan (ſayth the hiſtoꝛy) 


At his begynnyng he was a benekactour 

A founder to the place by landes and poffetfion 
By kranches and libertes / appe / helpe / and ſuccour 
Gyuen to the abbay / augmentyng the koundacion 
Pꝛoued by his actes of fingular deuocion 
Enduryng long tyme / tyll that his lady 

By wycked counfaie moued hym the contrarpe 


It is red in fertptute howe quene Fetabell 
Ambicious of Honour agaynſt ali ryghtouſnes 
Peruerted her loꝛde Achas / kyng of Irraell 
To fle Mabath for his vine yard doubtles 

Allo Athalia / the bible ſhe weth expꝛeſle 
Commaunded to ſlee the kynges childꝛen all 
That the mpabt regne fole pꝛinceſle imperial 


Ryght fo this Matild / clerely retutyng 

The ſteppes of Sara / Rebecca / and Kachell 
And other good matrons: but mutacion takyng 
Ol tücfe wycked women Athali and Jetabell 


Peruerted her hulbande by her fubtyli countett 
To athe of the abbot the maner place of Salton 
C ith the appurtinaunce bp kamous opinion 


Thabbot by countell of his bꝛetherne all 

Denyed to graunt their pꝛopꝛe polleſlion 

Che patrimony o£ Chriſt and their landes feueralt 
To the fayd erle Richarde and his lucceſlion 
Gyuen by his father at the firſt foundacion 

ffo? whiche thyng the erle and Matild / his lady 
Hated thabbot / his bꝛetherne / and the monaſte ry 


The cric and his counteſſe went to Moꝛmandy 
To viſet their krendes and colyns naturall 
So dyd the puncis / their father kyng Henry 
TUith many eſtates of the blodde riall 

Thele pꝛincis fauoꝛed no ſaxon at all 

The erle conominat in malice and hate 
Agaynſt the monaſterie / as a man endurate 


Satan lende forth his leruauntes in halt 

To enkect the erles hert with venomous poiſon 
The bedyls of Belial attempted full fatt 

The erle and his counteſle / to kepe theyꝛ opinion 
Detractours flaterers cauſe of pꝛomocion 
Truſtyng therby to opteyne fauour and grace 
Excited their myndes agaynſt the ſayd place 


The erle fore attempted by his goftly ennemy 

By wycked people callyng hym vpon 

Namely by the countell ot Matild / his lady 

Entended to alter and chaunge the koundacion 
CUlerburge r.i 


ME tbc {apd abbay to a nother religion 
Confirmed the ſame fwerpng moft depely 
At his whom compng to Englande / from Normandy 


Thabbot and couent knowyng this great perell 
By ſpeciall louers and krendes Cecrctty 

Mere penfyuc and ſoꝛowkull (it was no meruell) 
Their hertes plonged in wo and mifery 

By naturall reaſon hauyng no remedy 
Conſpdering his malice encreafed moꝛe and moze 
Agaynſt the monaſterp / with woꝛdes ok rigour 


They had their hope truſt and conlidence 

In bleffco Uerburge their patroneſle 
Alith wepyng eies clere in confetence 

They called her vpon in all their diſtrelle 

O glorious virgin lady and lwete maiſtres 
Metigate the malice by thy benignite 

«Df Richarde our loꝛde / mekely we pꝛape the 


Sultre hym neuer to diſtroye thy place 

By wycked conſell malice and enuy 

Founded and dedicate by heuenly grace 

In honour of god / and the ſpecially 
Pꝛotect / dekende / and faue thy monaſtery 

Thy landes / thy libertes / and thy feruauntes all 
As thou afore tyme paff done continuall 


In meane tyme the erle entended lpedely 
From thens to depart / and retourne agapne 
To kulkyll his entent agaynſt the monaſterye 
By the fubtyli mocion of his counteſſe plapne 


A chip was pꝛepared / all thyng redy certayne 
The pꝛince of England / the erle and his lady 
Coke Hippyng at Barfle we and all their comp 


Certaynly they ſayled but a lytell fpace 

LuUhan agaynſt them roole a contrarie wynde 
The mariners to gyde the bip had no grace 
Che ſtoꝛnes fo great hiduous agaynſt kynde 
On a rocke they ranne / no remedy myght kynde 
Incontinently the Hip barf all in ſondꝛe 

The erle and his keliſhip were turned all undꝛe 


No man ne childe tcaped from deth that tyme 

But one pore ſeruaunt whiche l wamme to the londe 
Suche was theyꝛ fortune by ſufferaunce diuyne 
Manp of thepꝛ bedis were neuer konde 

Thus was their power made thꝛall and bonde 
Thepꝛ lyues were lok within a loꝛt ſpace 

Mhiche were cruell ennempes onto her place 


On faynt KRatharins day at after mydnyght 
TUhan matens were ended / and bꝛetherne gon 
Some mournyng waplyng kor dꝛede full ryght 
Some buſie in pꝛayer and contemplacion 
MUerburge appered to the fecriftan alone 
Sapenge: ye map be ioptull in god and mery 
Erle Richarde is Downed your moꝛtall ennemy 


The fame glad tidyng ſhe wed an honeſt woman 
Tollyng at the churche doꝛe the layd day and hour 
As the Was commaunded by Terburge incertan 
To thabbot and couent plonged in great langour 
TUerburge. r.ii. 
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(TUhiche myꝛacle herde) they pꝛaped our fautout 
And bleſſed Merburge / with hert deuoutly 
Syngyng Te deum fult ſolemply 


@ Howe a great fire line to diſtrope all Cheſtre bp my⸗ 
tace ceated / whan the holy ſhzyne was boꝛne about the 
towne by the monkes. Cap. xx. 


Romi the incarnacion of our fautour 
Athouſand / a hundꝛeth yere xxx. allo 
On fonday in mpdlenton / the viii. hour 
Cdban euerp pareflhen the yꝛ churche went to 
As all chꝛiſten people of dutie chulde do 
A kyre by inkoꝛtune role up ſodeinly 
All flamyng keruent oꝛ the people dyd efpp 


This kearekull fire encreated more and more 
Piteoudy waſtyng hous / chambꝛe / and hall 

Che citesens were redy their cite to tuccour 

She wed all their diligence / and labour continuall 
Some cried for water / and fonte for hookes dyd call 
Some bled other engins by cratte and policy 
Some pulled downe howles afore the fire truly 


Other that were impotent / mekely gan pꝛaye 
Our bleſled loꝛde / on them to haue pite 
Nomen and childꝛen cried out and waile away 
Beholdyng the daunger and periti of the cite 
Pꝛeſtes made hall diuine leruice to fupple 
Aicoy fo? to fuccour their neyghbours in diſtres 
(As charite required) and helpe their heupnes 


The fire contynued without any cellynge 
Ferucntlyp flampng euer contpnuall 

From place to place meruaplouſly rennyng 
As it were tynder confumypng toute and wall 
The citeʒens fadly laboured in vayne all 

By the policte of man was founde no remedy 
To ceſſe the fire fo keruent and myghty 


Alas great heuynes it was to beholde 

The cite ol Trope all flamyng as fire 
Moꝛe pite of Rome cite was manykolde 
Feruently flagrant empeiryng the empire 
As to the quantite the cite of Cheſtire 

A yght be allembled this tyme in like cafe 
To the ſayd citees remedeles alas 


Many riall places fell adowne that day 0 

Riche marchauntes houtes bꝛought to diſtruction 
Churches and chapels went to great decay 

That tyme was bꝛent the more part of the towne 
And to this piefent day is a kamous opinion 
Howe a myahty churche a mynſtre of faynt Michaell 
That feator was bꝛent and to ruyne fell 


han the people fate their power infutficient 

By diligent labour / wyldome and policpe 

To ſubdue the fire / but ſtyll dyd augment 

To almpabty god they dyd call and crye 

And to fapnt Merburge the gracious lady 

Foꝛ helpe and fuccout in fuche wꝛetchednes 

Cücppng and waplyng for woo and heupnes 
Merburge. t.tit. 
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Thabbot and couent of the fayo monaſterie 
Religiouſly lyuyng in holy conuerlacion 
Kepleit with mekenes and keruent charite 
Toke the holy ſhꝛyne in pꝛayer and deuocion 
Syngyng the letanie bare it in pꝛoceſlion 
Compatyng the kyꝛe in euery ſtrete and place 
Truſtyng in Merburge for helpe aide and grace. 


Uhan they had ended the holy letanye 

From place to place pꝛocedyng in ſtacion 

Anone a ſtremyng ſterre appered ſodaynlye 

A white doue delcended afore the congregacion 
Appꝛochyng as to helpe them / a ſigne of conſolacion 
The people reioyſed of that goſtly lyght 

And pꝛapled laynt Merburge with power and myght 


So by the merite of this bleſled virgin 

The fire began to ceſle / a myracle clere 

Mat paſſyng the place / where the holy chꝛyne 

TUas boꝛne by the bꝛetherne / as playnly dyd appete 
The citeʒ ens dyd helpe in their beſt manere 

The keruent great fire extincted was in dede 

By grace aboue nature / in (tory we map rede 


The clergie the burges / and the comons all 
Conlydeꝛpng the goodnes of this virgin bright 
TUith tendernes of Hert and loue in fpeciatl 
Magnilied and pꝛayled our loꝛde god almyght 
And bleſſed Merburge by day alfo nyght 
CUbiche hath pꝛelerued ot her great charite 
Cheſtre from diſtruction in extreme necellite 
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Unto her Mayne the people all went 

The clergie before in maͤner of proceffíon 
Thankyng this virgin with loue feruent 

Foꝛ her mercy and grace chewed them vpon 
Deuoutly knelynge there made oblacion 
Sapeng kull ſadly / we tall neuer able be j 
Che place to recompence koꝛ this dede o£ charite 


€. A bieue rehertall of the myiadies of ſaynt Merburge 
after her tranflacion to Cheſtre. Cap.xxi. 


ox forefapd myꝛacles and ſignes celeſtiall 
By diuine fufferaunce Hewed manifettly 
Magnilien this virgin and bleffeo moiniall 
Cito mycle woꝛſhyp honour and victoꝛy 
Playnly declarpng vnto pour memoꝛp 

Chat fingular grace / woꝛſhyp / and excellence 
Our tautour ſhewed for his ſpouſe openly 

As is reberfed at matte in her lequens 


Co expꝛeſſe all myꝛacles witten in the place 
In a boke nominate the thꝛid paſſionarpe 

It wolde require a longe tyme and ſpace 

Co the reders tedious (no meruayle ſothly) 
here we omptte to wzitte of them {pecially 
But touched in generall vnto your audience 
To reiopſe and comfort pour hertes inwardly 
As ye may conſidꝛe in her lequens 


Certaynly it is knowen by bokes expꝛeſſe 

Sith that faynt Merburge came to Cheſtre cite 

By the power of god and myꝛacle doutles 
Merburge. t. iit. 
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She hath dekended the towne fron ennemite 
From barbarike nacions kull of crudelite 

Ok whom we haue ſhewed with diligence 
Pꝛeſeruyng her feruauntes / and the monaſtery 
As is declared in her true fequence 


Allo of her goodies pꝛelerued he hate 

The layd towne from fire in extreme necellite 
Manp diuers tymes to their tope and folace 
Releupng the citezens in wo and penalite 

Foꝛ it is well knowen by olde antiquite 

Dith the holy ſhꝛyne came to their pꝛelence 
It hath ben their comkoꝛt and gladnes truly 
As playnip appereth in her fequens 


Allo to blynde men the hath gyuen lyght 

To dombe men ſpeche right perkectly 

To deffe men their heryng pleafaunt and right 
And helth to ſicke men repleit with debilite 
Delpuered pufoners front captiuite 

Paſſage to lame men / to mad men intelligence 
Suche mpꝛacles che wed this bleſled lady 

As pe map vnderſtande in her lequens 


THomen with childe by her had good delyueraunce 
Uirgins defended from ſhame and vilany 

Her ſeruauntes were cured trom wokull greuaunce 
Marchantes and mariners delpuered from ieopardpe 
Other were faued from hangyng chamkully 

A ſpeciall com koꝛt fuccotit and dekence 

To all carefull creatures ſekyng for remedy 

By ſingular grace / as ſayth the fequens 
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No wokull perfor in payne and weetchednes 
Man woman childe / who fo euer they be 
Comynge to the abbay with per&t mekenes 
Mlakyng fupplicacton to this ladye free 
But they departed topful and merie 

To theyꝛ dwellyng place by her beniuolence 
And fo) their lyuyng had all thyng neceflarte 
As wꝛitten is playnly in her lequens 


Foꝛ whiche great myꝛacles and ſignes continuall 
This biefied CAerburge floure of humilite 

Ok the people is called for grace fupernall 
Patrones of Cheſtre / protectrice of the countre 
CU here next our ſauiour and his mother Marie 
She hath great honour pꝛaple and pꝛeeminence 
As moſt condigne to beare the pꝛincipalite 

In witnes wherok recoꝛdeth her fequens 


Chis holy abbaffe and lady imperiall 

Hath ben pꝛeũdent in Cheſtre monaſterie 

€ bey? truſt / theyꝛ trealure / and defence ſpeciall 
In mycle reuerence . vii. hundꝛeth pere trulie 
And ſo ſhall continue by grace ol god almyghty 
To the woꝛldes ende in hie magnificence 

To whom be honour worhip and gloꝛie 

Euer to endure / as fapth her fequens 


@ charitable mocion and a delpꝛe to all the inhaby⸗ 


tauntes within the countie palatine ok Cheſtre fo» the 
monaſterie. Cap. xxii. 
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pe woꝛthye nobles o£ the welt parte 

Conſidre in pour mynde with Dye dilcrecion 
The perlite goodnes of this lwete ladye 
Ale mean ſaynt Merburge note at this feafon 
TAhiche hath ben pour helpe and ſingular tuicion 
And fo euer wylbe / haue this in pout mynde 
Than ve to her call with humble fupplicacion 
TAherkoꝛe to the monaſterpe be neuer vnkynde 


Remembre /at the koundacion of the layd place 
pour pꝛedeceſſours and forefathers redy were 

To gpue for their foule helth bp ſingular grace 
Parcell of their landes and polleſlions mere 

To out ſauiour and to laynt Terburge ciere 
Redy to offre them with humble here and mynde 
In perfit oblacion with Mug. Lupe their koundere 
TUberfore to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


Many helde their landes of the fayd monaſterie 
By tenute grand ſeriant / and lome bp homage 

By tenur kranke almoigne / other by kealtie 

Cath ſeruice de chiualer / and fone by efcuage 
Some by petit fertant / and bp tenur burgage 

As in their euidentes and grauntes they may kynde 
Tres maners de rentes / with tenur villenage 
TUherfore to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


The place hath (peciall kranches and liberte 
Hauynge certayne wardes of landes and mariage 
Ol diuers gentilmen within the ſayd counte 

All theyr tenauntes and feruauntes haue fre paflage 
Mithin all cheflhire without tolle and pillage 
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Suche auncient kredoms in their dedes they Combe 
Gyuen by theyꝛ founders for goſtly auauntage 
TUherfore to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


The erle gave the place many great kredoms 
CAlithin Cheſtre cite / whiche ben knowen of olde 
With ſingular pꝛiuileges and auncient cuſtoms 
Sapnt COcrburge faite / with pꝛolites man pkolde 
That no marchandife Hulde be bought ne ſolde 
Enduryng the kaire days (in wꝛityng as we kynde) 
But afore thabbay gate / to haue and to holde 
Mherkoꝛe to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


Therkoꝛe loꝛdes barons / pe rulers of the countre 
Ct you now exhoꝛte in our lauiour 

Diſcretly conſidre with pour goſtlie eie 

The mypght of this mayden and chaſte floure 
Shewed by mpꝛacles euery day and hour 

han the was required with true hert and mynde 
In all buſines ſhe hath ben their pꝛotectour 
CUherkoꝛe to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


Catan pour forefathers haue ben in great perell 
In ieoperdie of lyfe on fee and on londe 

On like to be Mayne by ennemies in batell 

Oꝛ taken by warr in pꝛilon fatt bonde 

Unto this virgin / as we underſtonde 

han they called and cryed with contrite mynde 
They efcaped all daunger / cam whom lake and fonde 
TUberfore to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


Mlarchauntes paſſpnge with marchaundiſe 


From lande to lande truly entendyng 

Il they were taken with cruell ennemple 

Oꝛels were put in perill of perillhyng 

FE they to this virgin deuoutly pꝛa ing 

Made ſupplicacion with humble Dert and mynde 
Anone they opteyned theyꝛ humble alkyng 
TUherkoꝛe to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


It any of you vexed with inirmite 
Aith fekenes incurable / oꝛ other vexacion 
As wꝛonges iniuries and other maladie 

Unto fapnt Merburge makyng intercellion 
And to her place pꝛompſyng an oblacion 
CGitt) contrite Hert and penitent mynde 

They were ſoone cured from all affliction 
AUherkoꝛe to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


And you honeſt matrons remembꝛe pou all 

The goodnes of this virgin kull ol grace 

han yc in trauelyng vpon her do call 

D2 haue any relique fende from the place 

pe fortune and ſpede well in ſhoꝛt tyme and fpace 
And diuers mapdens louyng a chaſte mynde 
From vilany ben ſaued by her purchate 

T herkoꝛe to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


But eche contra / Hire / and congregacion 

Some be dilpoled to vertues general 

And fone to the contrarie pꝛoued by reafon 
Folowyng their mynde and appetite fenfuall 
Haue ſhewed unkyndnes to the place tpirituall 
And haue ben fore punyſſhed / take this in mynde 


To all other kolowynge and example fpeciall 
TUberfore to the monaſtery be neuer vnkynde 


Ther was neuer man ok high noꝛ lowe degree 
Loꝛde / baron / knyght / marchaunt / and burges 
Attemptyng to inkringe their rightes and liberte 
Remaynyng in the fame malice and wyckednes 
But i£ they repent ſhoꝛtly theyꝛ bulynes 

Alkyng abfolucton to theyꝛ conſcience blynde 
Clengeance on them doth lyght doutles 
Uherkoꝛe to the monaſterp be neuer vnkynd 


Diuers malefactours agayne good conſcience 
Attemptyng to take there ſeuerall polleſlion 
By Cubtell policy and wong keyned euidens 
By pꝛoued periury and fals coliution 
Uhiche in theyꝛ iniury and wꝛonge melpziſion 
TUithout repentauns in theyꝛ conſciens blynde 
Sodenly haue ben dꝛowed a ſharpe punycion 
TUherfore to the monaſterp be neuer vnkynde 


Other haue be glad to alienat the patronage 

Ok certapne churches by malice and enuy 

By a kals enqueſt for theyꝛ owne auauntage 
Dekraudyng the right of the holy monaſtery 
Suche euill doers remaynynge in they tyꝛanny 
ithout fatiffaccion in their conlciens blynde 
Lyke wꝛetches expired motte mylerably 
TUhrfore to the monaſtery be neuer vnkynde 


Other haue ben bely terching day and nyght 
To infringe they kraunchis and kridome auncient 


By fals recoꝛdes oppugnant to ryght 

As hath ben pꝛoued by perfoneg indifferent 

vet they haue procured and fought ionge iugement 
Agaynſt their libertes in confeience blynde 
Dodapne and eupll deth folowed them confequent 
TUbherfore to the monaſterpe be neuer vnkynde 


Some other haue be parauenture on late 
Studious to diſquiet the place the company 

And diuers libertes haue alienate 

Aldo tolled their kranchis kraudulently 

From the fayo place well knowen in memory 
Suche myldoers we moue in conſcience blynde 
To maende their wꝛonges Tett payne come ode ynly 
Mherkoꝛe to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


Suche malekactours confie nat dilcretly 

Howe all fuche landes libertes and kredoms 

Mere gyuen to Chil and ben his patrimonye 

And nat allonly to religious perfons 

Foꝛ all ſuche kraunches pꝛiuileges polleſſions 

Ok charite were gyuen ot pure conlcience and mynde 
To god and faynt Merburge with great deuocions 
Uherkoꝛe to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 


Nowe fo? to make a {niall concluſion 

THe well percepue in auncient bokes olde 

All fuche tranfgretlours / holdyng their opinion 
Obſtinate in malice indurate and bolde 

Some haue ben Mayne / fone dꝛowned in water colde 
Some ſhamkullp hanged rebukpng their kynde 
Some wꝛetchedly departed / lome cruciat manpfolde 
MUherkoꝛe to the monaſterie be neuer vnkynde 
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«| Q3 litell oꝛiſon o» prayer to the bleffeo virgine fapnte 
Cderburae by the trantlatour of this werke. Carri. 


(D Bleſled Merburge and virgin gloꝛious 
Deſcended by auncetrie of blod victoziall 
Doughter to kynge Aulker' / and Ozmenild; vertuous 
O fufferapne lady and famous moiniall 

CAith hert and true mynde on the J call 

Thou art my fuccour / my helpe in all diſtres 
Dekende and laue me from pepnes inkernall 

By thy meke pꝛaper ſwete patrones 


O rutilant gemme clerer than the criſtall 
O redolent rote repleit with fuautte 
Mhiche £o» the loue of thy fpoufe eternal 
Rekuled hak all bapne pleatures tranfetoie 
Honours / riches / and feculat dignite 

Nowe regnyng in heupn as a quene doutles 
Pꝛaye for thy feruaunt to the loꝛde of mercy 
Mlekiely J beſeke the lwete patronelle 


O lutte rayne lady full of ſingular vertue 
Myndyng moſt religion from thy inkancy 
Elect to the a fpoufe our (autour Jeſu 
Pꝛokeſſed obedience at the Doufe of Ely 
here thou obferucd the lenluals thee 
By grace aboue nature playn to expꝛeſſe 
Optepne me power to haue bictorp 
Ageynſt myn ennempes ficte patrones 


O floute of virgins and comly creature 
Syngyng with angels in the heuenly toure 


C ranfcenbyng the fapbir and diamounde pure 
In woꝛchip praifpng beaute and decur 

CUbat tong can reherſe thy toy and honour 
Ahiche is ineſtable for man to expꝛeſle 
Beſeke thy ſpouſe our bleſſyd fautout 

To graunte me mercy t wete patrones 


Foꝛ thy great vertu and hie diſcrecion 
Cholen thou was a pyler here to dñvte 
Ok diuers monaſterpes to encreate religion 
By thy gollly doctryne and humilite 
Crfample thou gaue of perfit charite 

Cinto tht tubgettis as a kynde maiſtres 
Helpe me thy leruaunt of thy benignite 
To pleaſe my maker Cwete patrones 


No maruell it was thought thy tubgettis all 
Cete vertuous and perkect in contemplacion 
Cinder fuche a ruler a hed and pꝛincipall 
Chote goſtly example and exoꝛtation 

ere coꝛeſpondent accoꝛdyng in one 

Thy precept and deed were vnit with mekenes 
In this bale mitery be my protection 

J humble the require t wete patrones 


Gloꝛious abbaffe and floure o£ chattite 
Carboncle ſhenyng bothe day and nyght 
All this region by thy noble pꝛogenie 

And hy the is decoꝛat vnder god almpght 
The pꝛelens of thy bleſlyd body right 

Re ioiſith thy leruauntis in all diſtres 
Thou art our refuge and lanterne of light 
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Succour thy Ceruauntes ſwete patrones 


O pereles pꝛinces lady imperiall 

O gemme of holynes and noble pꝛeſident 
Comfort to all creatures in paynes thrall 
Releupng all tecke keble and impotent 

A mpꝛrour of mekenes to euery pacient 
TUhofe mpꝛacles magnifier thy great goodnes 
Defende thy feruaunt fron greuous turment 
By thy lupplicacion Ciwete patronelle 


O noble ſufferayne and ſingular pꝛotectrice 
Ok thy true fubiectes by ſpeciall grace 

In all neceſlite a fure mediatrice 

From greuous oppꝛeſſion pꝛeſeruyng thy place 
A lanterne of lyght in eche wokull cafe 

To illumine thy people plonged in heupnes 
CUith great confolacion and goſtly folace 

Nowe lyghten our conlcience fwete patronette 


Swete louely lady mekely J the pꝛape 

Foꝛ thy great mekenes and perkect charite 
Make thou interceſſion both nyght and day 
Foꝛ thy truc feruauntes vnto the trinite 
That we map opteyne here grace and mercp 
And of out ſynne to haue koꝛgpuenes 
Akte r warde to come to eternall gloꝛie 

Helpe nowe and euer Cwete patronefle 


«| breue cociufion of this litell werke onto the reders 
by the trantlatour. Cap. xxun. 
Merburge L. i. 


Mith tremblynge penne and hand full of dꝛede 
In termes rude trantlate nowe haue we 
The noble hiſtoꝛpe of fapnt Cüerburge in dede 
Beſekyng all them koꝛ their good humanite 
CUbiche this litell proces ſhall beholde and fe 
Foꝛ to adde and minilſhe and caufe rekoꝛmacion 
TUhere nede requireth after pour difcrecion 


At her lyke hiſtoꝛiall example map take 

Euerp great eſtate / quene / duches / and lady 

To encreace in vertue / and ſynne to fortake 

To obferue mekenes and pꝛaper deuoutly 

Cath pacience of Hert / and almeldede truly 

It thou be widowe / her lyfe well kolowyng 
Thou mapſt be fure in blis to haue a wonnyng 


Ik thou be religious / wearyng blacke veſture 
Cake good example at this holy abbatfe 

Her lyke wyll teche the how thou (butt endure 
In holy religion / opteynyng mycle grace 

Ctt) mekenes / meditacion / melure in eche place 
And howe thou halt kepe thy fenfuals three 
Conſideryng in heuen thy re warde to be 


It thou be a virgin of hie o2 low degre 
Takyng imitacion ot this virgin bꝛight 

Thou mapſt well obferue the floure ol chattite 
And thy ſpoule (albe the loꝛde moſt of myght 
On whom ik thou attende redy day and nyght 
Thou chalt haue merite as recoꝛdeth ſcripture 
Mith. v. wile virgins after thy departure 


The caute mouyng vs this werke to begyn 

It was to auoyde flouth and idelnes 

And moſt for the loue of this holy virgin 

TUbiche is our lufferapn lady and patrones 

As for baudy balades full of wꝛetchednes 

And wanton wylde geſtis / we purpofe none to make 
Foꝛ cepe ol lolyng tyme / clothed in veſture blake 


Go forth litell bofic / eftt be thy lpede 

And laue the alway from mylrepoꝛtyng 
CAlhiche art compiled £o» no clerke in dede 

But for marchaunt men / hauyng litell lernyng 
And that rude people therby may haue knowyng 
DE this holy virgin / and redolent role 

TUhich hath ben kept full longe tyme in clofe 


To all auncient poetes litell bone Cubmptte the 
TUhilom flouryng in eloquence facundious 

And to all other / whiche piefent nowe be 

Fy to maiſter Chaucer / and Ludgate fentencious 
Allo to pꝛeignaunt Barkley / nowe beyng religious 
To inuentiue Skelton and poet laureate 

rape them all o£ pardon both erly and late 


It there be any thynge within this litell boke 
Pleaſaunt to the audience / contentyng the mynde 
Cc prape all reders / whan they theron do loke 
To gpue thankes to god maker ol mankynde 
Nat to the tranflatour ignoꝛaunt and blynde 
ffo» euery good dede / done in any cott 
It cometh allonty of the holy got. 

Aerburge. l. ii. 


Almpghty god both one two and thie 
Te deſire the with humble fupplicacion 
Saule holy churche of thy benignite 
And all miniſtres in holy religion n 
Pꝛeſerue the kyngis grace the Peeris the region 
Dekende our monaſterie and thy leruantes all 
And graunt vs Pi grace to come to blis eternall 
inis. 

A balade to the auctour. 
O thou dilciple of Cully mot famous — 3 
Nowe flouriſſhyng in the floures of gloꝛious eloquece 
Like as appereth by pour ſtile facundius 
Full woꝛthe laude pꝛayle and preeminence 
Put forth pour werkes kull fure ol lentence 
hole auctour / what though vncertayne be his name 
Ok all the reders exalted ſhalbe in kame 


Alas why chulde this delicious werke 

Thus ſurelp fette by pured ſcience 

To be examined by my rudenes all derke 
Cice knowe full well myn tnfutticience 
Sith J haue lerned by longe experience 

That dulled age in werkes of poetry 

Muſt renes gyue to poetes place and victoy 


Gloꝛious god and kynge eternall 

e magnifie thy name as is but ryght 

Sith thou gaue to vs a floure moſt rial 

Re dolent in cronicles with hiſtoꝛicall ſyght 

CUbhiche nowe is departed krom this tempoꝛall pat 
The prefent pere ot this tranſlacion | 
M. D. xttt. o£ Chꝛiſtis incarnacion 


Cuius anime propicietur deus. 


An other balade. 
O krutekull hiſtoꝛe /o digne memoꝛiall 
Enbawmed with doctrine of vertues mfinite 
THith termes erquifed/and fence retoꝛiall 
To ſpirituall hertes a ſingular delite 
Fragrant and facunde / ol engliſſhe exquiſite 
Holtome in doctrine / for thole that it deſire 
Auaunce vou to rede it / £o it is exauiſite 
Folowynge thellect to kepe pou front bell fire 


Retople Cheſtre / retoyte ve religious 

And thanke pour maker of his beniuolence 
That hath you gyuen fucbe treature pꝛecioute 
Aduocatrice / in pour moſt indigence 

O virgin werburge / ol double excellence 
Conſerue thy ſeruauntes dayly familier 
Pꝛeſeruyng them from inconuenience 

The for tenlue / that art theyꝛ lode (terre 


Amonges the whiche to thyn honour 

One ok thy clientes / with moꝛall retoꝛique 

Hath chaunged newly / o mappe moſt fwete flour 
Chy legende latine / to our language publique 
Pꝛeſerue his foule / and make hym domeſtique 
CUithin the heuyns / in whiche that thou art fonke 
ith deth pꝛeuent / he myght nothyng replique 
Harry Bꝛaddeſhaa of Cheſtre abbay monke 


O cruell deth / o theffe vindicatyke 

To perfons bertuous ennemp moꝛtall 

DE this good clerke thou hat abbꝛeged the lyfe 
Pꝛeuentyng hym with thy dede ſtronge katall 


pet urdifpite of thy moſt venomus gall 
He hath tranſlate this legende profitable 
And lett it for Dolfowe memoꝛiall 

To all his ſequaces / a gylt moſt couenable 


Aith polyſſhed termes / and good fence litterall 

No place there voyde / but vertue abundeth 
Cheffect is manikeſt: £o» ſcience ouer all 
Rethoꝛically thy fentence groundeth 

All vices ſurely it conkoundeth 

She wynge the legende of this mapde pure 

Her ſchenyng lyfe eche where redoundeth 

Suche ſteppes kolowyng / we hope in them tendure 


An other balade tofapnt werburge 
Mith Hert contrite accepte my fupplicacton 

Aydynge my kraylete and lyfe vacillaunt 
Renegate and contumace in all obſtinacion 
Be wꝛapt with all lynne / deteſtable and recreaunt 
Uouchlate to ſupplie Jeu and geat graunt 
Rempfſlion to haue of my ſynnes generall 
Greuous and thꝛall / that J may the auaunt 
A gentili Merburge / to thy doctrine me call 


Aherkoꝛe thy father / thy mother Ermenild; 
Enclined both to dedes catholique 

Ruffine and Benrede / thy bꝛetherne were kullild 
Both with great grace / though martyꝛdome both like 
Clith divers of thy kynne magnilique 

Redact in the catholique papall 

Geat me ſuche grace to voyde all fprimes inique 

And gentill Merburge to thy doctrine me call 


THith Faithfull clennes / thy foule was fure preferucd 
Euer contynuynge in doctrine celicall 

Kekulyng vanite / krom vertue neuer warued 

But in all grace remaynyng pꝛincipall 

Cinto thy deth exhoꝛtyng great and mall 

Ruled to be / to the pꝛeceptes diuine 

Gouerned by grace / were thy dilciples all 

A gentil Merburge call me to ſuche doctrine 


oꝛdly felicite abiect from my courage 

Enuy and pride / with luſtes voluptuous 
KRancoꝛous cupidite nn Bert fore do alwage 
Bꝛyng oyntmentes ſanatiue for my fores doloꝛous 
Cindofe thy fuccouts / and be beniuolous 

dicoy to be pꝛeterupng me from ppne 

Gouerne my lyke from all actes daungerous 

And gentill Merburge call me to thy doctrine 


Be nowe beniuolent / whan J hall on the call 

into thy ſlaue / as my truſt hath ben ture 

Leue vnto me £o? a memozall 

Rnowlege eſtectuall of thy lyfe pure 

Lyuynge ther akter / and fo tendure 

Euer in purite my Ipfc to contynue 

peldyng thankes kor thy moft holfonte ture 

Chutt ouer vs holde his hande / al vices teſchue. Ame, 


«| And thus endeth the lyfe and hiſtoꝛpe of faynt Mer⸗ 
burge. Impꝛinted bp Richarde Pynlon / printer to the 
kynges noble grace / Mith pꝛiuilege to hym graunted 
bp our ſouerapne Inde the kynge. Ao. M D. xxi. 


GROSS ARY 


INDEX: 


GLOSSARY. 


This Glossary is not intended so much to explain, as to exhibit in a tabular form those 
words now nearly obsolete which were in use at the time the poem was written. 


A. 


ACCEPTE, accepted, 80. 

A DRED, alarmed, 160. 

Aco, agone, gone, 116. 

ALBE, (tunic ?) a white vesture ordered to 
be worn by the clergy in administering 
the eucharist, 154. 

ALIENAT, alienated,203, 204. 

ALLONLY, all only, only, 174, 204, 209. 

AmpuiatT, enlarged, 148. 

ANENDES, anent, in reference to, 100. 

AT AFTER, after, 95, 193. - 

ATTEMPTED, tempted, 191. 

ATTEMPTEN, plural of attempt, 100. 

AUDACITY, courage, 2. 


B. 


Brrounp, found, 8. 

BEN; be, are, ly 75, III, 1175 134, 151, 
186, 189, 202, 204. 

BENESON, benediction, 90. 

BESEKE, beseech, 189. 

BeEsELy, busily, I. 

BEsxNEs, business, 2. 

Boros, high board lord," those seated 
at the upper table at a feast, 60. 

Boru two, both the one and the other, 15, 
57 38 

BowNz, bent, prepared, 162. 

BRENNED, burned, 34, 39, 49, 
141. 


139, 


Brent, burnt, 60, 

BnvrEs, uncivilised people, 149, 152. 
BnowpnEp, embroidered, 60. 
Buxuw, obedient, I. 

Byrorng, before, 38. 


C. 


Capnvcz, frail, feeble, 115, 118. 

CANABY, canopy, 146. 

CARLE, churl, clown, 38. 

CELEBRATE, celebrated, 146, 181. 

CELICALL, heavenly, 213. 

CEMETERIE, 151, 184. 

CzssE, to stop, verb act. 195. 

CnuznzE, countenance, 102. 

Cnuzsr, coffin, 125. 

CincUMFULCED, surrounded by brightness, 
76, 150, circumfulgeo. 

CrERKE, educated persons, 4, 209. 

CLyPPED, called, 32. 

Comen, plur. of come, 128, 144. 

CoxPULACYON, computation, 5. 

ConpiGnz, worthy, 199. 

ConGRrEGATE, congregated, 188. 

CONOMINAT, akin, 191. 

CoNSECRATE, consecrated, 93. 

CON xNGE, skill, 134. 

ConoNarz, crowned, 115, 144, 147, 158, 
175, 176; 181. 

ConPonaACE, corporate, a linen cloth spread 
under the chalice and paten at the 
eucharist, 154. 


GLOSSARY. 


Cost, charge, also, side, 177, 182. 

Costy, a son coté, on his side, 164. 

Cosyns, kinsmen generally, 25, 170, 171, 
TOW 

Cortip1an, daily, 80, 143. 

CouncryYLeED, concealed, 45. 

CouNTERED, encountered, 9. 

CovzTYsE, covetousness, 2. 

CREATE, created, 2, 190. 

CnEATURE, creator, I, &c. &c. 

Cruciate, tormented, 101, 166, 204. 

Crupg.ity, cruelty, 198. 

CvusaicLE, bedchamber, I, 77. 

Cup, „to sit between the cup and the 
wall," probably a common term for a 
drunkard, 2. 

Cunz, a care or charge; as of a parish, &c. 
54, 87, 107. 


D. 


Dan. master. 185, 186, from Dominus. 
Darine, suffering pain, 98, from dare, 
pain. Bailey's Dict. 
Dredefully daringe, i. e. slinking along 
for fear, as if they would hide them- 
selves, from view. 


„The dere, in the dellun, 
They droupen and daren.” 
Anturs of Arthur at the Tarnewathelan. 


** [n this dale I droupe and dare. 
For dern dedes that done me dere." —Minst. 


* Now or thai darend all for drede, 
That war before so stout and gay." —/Jbid. 


„Blotir, to squat, skowke, ly close 
to the ground like a daring larke, or af- 
frighted fowle.—Cotgrave. 

Decorate, decorated, 75, 96, 120, 126, 
206. 

Decaur, 146, decur, 206, honour. 

DEDICATE, dedicated, 104. 

Drpayrep, decayed, 125, deperir, Fr. dis- 
perdere, Lat. 


Derocation, damage, 173. 

DescryBEN, plur. of describe, 8. 

Descryrcyon, for destruction, 97. 

DerstpEry, desire, 56, 108. 

Dzssz, high desse, seat of state, 61. 

Devoyrg, devoir, respect, 25, 58, 126. 

Did, clothed, 144. 

Dorovn, grief, 167. 

Do wav, begone, put aside, 67, 83. 

Dong, plur. of do, 67. 

DvrrEnnE, defer, delay, 30. 

Dyene, worthy, 109, 152, 211. 

DvzarED, magnified, published, 9, 75, 96, 
150, 168. 

Dyuecracyon, delight, 27, 155. 

DvsrzeT, spent, 94. 

Dyversity, dissension, 89. 

DyvypeEnt, dividing, 8, 10. 


E. 


Epiriep, built, from edifier, Fr. 151, 153, 
21595, 174. 

ELEOTE, elected, 85, 93, 159, 190. 

ELRVATE, raised up, 48, 125, 126, 161. 

EupAIRRD, injured, 160. 

Eu PIR NG, inflaming? 195. 

ENDURATE, hardened, cruel, 159, 191. 

ENFORCR, strengthen, 34. 

ENoRMENTES, ornaments, 154, 156, 165, 
180, 184. 

ENOwRNED, inurned, environed, 127. 

EnaqurreD, for required, 80. 

ENSUINd, pursuing, 41; during, 177. 

Eqv1POLENT, of equal power, II. 

EQuIVALENT, proportional, 167. 

ExPuLsr, expel, 6, 88, 111, 
151, 152: 177. 

ExTiNCTED, extinguished, 196. 


121, 142, 


E- 


FAcUN PDE, 211. 
FacuNxblous, eloquent, 209, 210. 


GLOSSARY. 


FEMINITVY, womanhood, 61. 


Frere, 76; in fere, II, 59, 164, together 
incompany. See Chaucer, Cant. Tales, 
v. 4748, 4814. Ang. S. fera, fera, 
socius. 


Ferre, far, 63. 

Fisnamy, physiognomy, 103, 126. 

FLouRES OF EXPERIENCE, of approved 
worth, 5. 

Fiouryneg, flourishing, 9, 23, 34, 135, 
181, 209. 

FoLLO WEN, follow, 97. 

FnAGYLL, light, vain, 81, 103. 

FnAGYLvTE, light conduct, 69. 

FRaYLTE, inconstancy of mind, 3. 


G. 


Gatway Scor, Scotch from Galloway, 
173. 

Garwzpr, Galloway, from medieval Latin 
word, Gallovidia, 162. 

Garz, road, at no gate, no where, by no 
means, 89. 

got, begot, 11, 12, 13, 14, 91, 118. 

Gauntes, Gannets, or any geese, 97, 98. 

Gear, perhaps from gavel, progenies mas- 
cula; vide Skinner in voc. forens. Geaf 
therefore seems here to mean male de- 
scendant; of his eldest son Shem de- 
scending plain, i, e. in Saxon's tongue, 
geaf, 14. 

Gzar, get, 212. 

GLznz, earth, soil, 9; vital glebe, mortal 
body, 129. 

Gor, Goths, 173. 

Gores, Goths, 140,162. Goets and Gotes, 
being used in connection with Danes, 
probably means Goths; but as they are 
also used with Galway and Galwedy, 
they may refer to the Manxmen, who at 
one time possessed Galloway. 

GrarFe, graft, shoot, 75. 

GuERDON, recompence, deserts, 84. 


202 


H. 


Hap uro, placed upon, 49. 

HarrvwcE, auleum, hangings, 61; * An 
hallynge, auleum, anabatrum, Versus. 
Vela vel aulea cortinz sunt anabatra.”’ 
Catholicon anglicanum MS. Dict. in- 
edited, dated 1483. 

Hatt, usually a large tent for warlike uses, 
seems to mean the complete set of hang- 
ings fora chamber. Thus Margery Ar- 
gentein in 1427 bequeaths a steyned 
hall.”—Rokewode’s Suffolk, p. 290. 

Harneys, armour, 9. 

Hass, have or hast, 117, &c. 

Hz, for she, 23. 

Ho ty, holily, 95. 

HomanyteE, courtesy, 25. 

Hyeur, named, 15, 16. 

Hisron1ALL, historical, 10, 15, 208. 


Icnz, each, 112. 

IERARcHvsEs, Hierarchies, 61, 115. 
INFORTUNE, misfortune, 194. 
INsTRUCTE, instructed, 75. 

In syn, in presence, 83, 161. 
INTERIOUSLY, internally, 183. 
JurEs, people of Jutland, 6. 


K. 


KvN»pE, course of Kynde, course of neue. 
98, 106, 193. 


ie 
Lap, one of low condition. Lad to wed a 
lady is inconvenient, 38. 
Laytu, probably lightening, akin to laye, 
or lowe, a flame, 138. 


GLOSSARY. 


Leep, laid, buried, 19. 

Lent, dwelling, abiding,Sax. word, Lenge. 
to dwell, 98, 119. 

Letren, let, permitted, 183. 

LETTYNGE, obstructing, 187. 

LEVE YE MB, believe me, 32, 84. 

Lever, rather, preferred, 76. 

Loss, destroy, 39. 

Lovers, friends, 47. 

Lusty eloquence, vigorous, 37. 

Lycrnsg, leave, farewell, 65, 78, permis- 
sion, 6, 36, 43, 99; 136, 152, 158, 186. 

LvcnrNzssz, nimble, quick, 114. 

Lyst, like, desire, 135. 

LyEN, plur. of lye, 11. 


M. 


MacHOoRYTE, anchorite, 103. 

Macu.arte, defiled, 104, 126. 

MacNirIEN, magnify, 169, 197, 207. 

Maken, make, 134. 

MancaARYTE, pearl, or flower, daisy, 16. 

May, maiden, young woman, 27. 

MzaAw,intercession,172. ** Meene, or me- 
dyatowre, mediator.’—Prompt. Parv. 
Woman that is meane for any man. 
advocatte.— Palsgrave. 

Mzpz, reward, 13, 17, 18. 

Mzprzp, mingled inconveniently, 117. 

MzMonaALL, memorable, 8. 

MzwonarivE, memorable, 41, 153. 

Memorovs, memorable, 6, 11, 104, 185. 

Menpkss, amends, 47. 

Mercyap_r, pitiful, 95, 102, 175. 

MinissHE, diminish, 208. 

MoNvALL, recluse, nun. 4, 81, 115, 145, 
168, 197, 205; monialis, Lat. moniale, 
Fr. 

Moynss, nun, 55, 59, 68, 80, 93, 130; 
moinesse, old Fr. 


Muratron, taking the contrary course, 190. 


Mycrz, much, great, 144, 145, 146, 153, 
157, 172, 174, &c. 
Mywys ters, servants, waiters, 64, 94. 


N. 


Nat, not, 135, &c. &c. 

Nar, it is no nay, there is no denying it, 
134. 

NE, nor, 54, 83, 100, 102, 117, 148. 

Nominate, named, 20, 22, 87, 88, 93, 
&c. &c. 

NomyYnyon, nomination, mention, 7. 


O. 


OBSERVEN, plur. of observe, I. 
OprBLE, odious, 138. 

On, before, 95, 169, 172, 194. 
ORDINANCE, direction, preparation, 62. 
OrELs, or else, 36, 38, 147, 202. 
Our or PRESENCE, out of sight, 41. 


p 


PaRAGE, parentage, 69. 

PARESSHEN, parishioners, 194. 
PAssING, surpassing, 23, 27. 
Paynyms, pagans, 140, 141. 

Paynt, flatter, 2. 

PRNALITY, punishment, 174, 198. 
Potters, plunderers, 89. 

PorrvrE, defiled, 129. 

Pottyneg, pillaging, 139. 

PoLyTykg, sagacious, 20. 
PRENomINATE, forenamed, 139, 190. 
PREORDINATE, predestined, 143. 
PREPARAT, prepared, 1, 62, 114. 
PREPOTENT, very powerful, 14, 76, 182. 
PRETENDED, foreshewed, portended, 28. 
PROGENY, progenitors, 38, 
PROLONGING, postponing, 33. 
PnourssroN, permission, 129. 
PromytTTE or promyt, promise, 178, 189. 
PnouvrTYNGE, 163, 166. 

Promoters, informers, 89. 

Pnvcz, prize, preeminence, 9. 


GLOSSARY. 


Pnvuz, daybreak, 40. 

PnvuarE, supreme governor, I, 4. 

PupicALL, chaste, modest, 142. 

Putcurytupe, 30. 

Pyro, pitched, set up, 162, 181. 

Pyne, sorrow, 213. 

PyNNR, confine, 98. ‘‘ Pynnynne, or put 
yn a pynfold, intrudo, detrudo." Prompt. 
parv. Ang. Sax. pyndan. includere. 


R. 


REcIDIVATION, relapse, 150. 

Recoursep, ran back again, 42. 

Repact, 212, from redactus, collected; 
gathered into the general body. 

REFuTED, rejected, cast aside, 57. 

REOALx, regality, royalty, 16. 

RELIquE, 121, 124, 127, 148, 144, 146, 
153, 202. 

REMANENT, remaining, 152. 

REPARELED, repaired, 180. 

RESEMBLED, reassembled, 119. 

RxsonvTION, decay, resolving to original 
state; 123 125, 129: 

RESOLVRE, dissolve, melt, 54,129, 130, 142. 

REVESsHED, revested, clothed again, 127. 

REWARNED, rewarded, 84. 

Rozonart, corroborate, confirm, 91. 

Rowmg, place, rank, 56. 

Rung, uneducated, 127. 

RvriLANT, glittering, brilliant, 128, 145, 
205. 

Ryvep, rife, frequent, 140. 

RyppE, quit, relieved from, 109. 


S. 


Sap, saad, sayd. Sedate, discrete, 2, 23, 

24, 27, 29, 38, 69, 81, 149, 155, 173. 
SADNESS, discretion, 51, 57, 69. 
SANCTYMONYAL, holy person, 96. 
SAPYENTLY, wisely, 37. 


SAUTYNGE, assaulting, 163. 

SAYNE, plur. of say, 14. 

SEGREGATE, separated, 159. 

SENDE for sent, 10, 148, 149, 152, 156, 
165, 183, 188, 202. 

SENSUALS, essentials, 205, 208. 

SEQUACES, successors, 212. 

SEQUENS, 197. The name of a particular 
kind of service book. Lat. med. Se- 
quentiarius, sequentialis. ‘‘ Seqences." 
were chanted between the lessons at 
mass. 


Fist mainte sequance et mainte hymne. 


Sryn, Sitting, Synod, 90. 

SHALMES, musical instrument, 63. 

Sorue, truth, 2. 

SPYRE, spike, tendril, 60. Corn spires 
when the flowers are forming. “ Spyre 
of corne or herbe, hastula. Prompt. 
Parv. Spyre of corne, barbe du ble." 
— Palsgrave. 

In the Wickliffe version, Isaiah 35 7. 
** Grenenesse of rehed and Spier schal 
growe in dennes in whiche dwelliden 
dragouns bifor" and Isai. 18. 2. Pa- 
pirus is a kynde of spier so great that 
bokis mowen be maid thereof.“ Ina 
curious treatise on herbs, &c. Arund. 
MS. 42. “Pliny says, c. 81. ther is 
calamus scriptoris, swuche a stable as 
scryueners writen with, and that is a 
reed spere; for by olde tyme, ar us of 
penne were fowndyn men wryten with 
reedspyre, &c. p. 55. 6. 

STABLE, steady, firm, 27, 32. 

SrREETS, the milky way, 28: In German 
it is termed die Milch-strasse" — as 
Phoebus surpassed other planets or stars, 
so doth, &c. perhaps, however, the 
word is a misprint for ** starres." 

STUDY, '' stode styll ina study," mused in 
perplexity, was in a brown study, 98. 

SUFFERAUNT, suffering, patient, 92. 


GLOSSARY. 


SurNG, ensuing, following, 61. 

SUPERNALL, from above, 41. 

SvuPPLE HER ROWME, supply her place, 93. 

SvPPLIE, supplicate, 212. 

Surces, wax tapers, 144, 154, Fr. 
cierges, cereus cereolus, serge.” Vo- 
cab. Lat. Eng. Roy. MS. ix. c. xvii. 
** Ceroferarius, a bearer of serge." Harl. 
MS. 2257. 

SYKERNESS, security, 50. 

SYTH, since, 4. 


T. 


TauvsuovrH, mouth of Thames, 139. 

TuRALL, bondage, 99, 113, 115, 117, 193, 
207, 212. 

v. imprisoned, 115, 183. 

Tuo, those, 25, 58. 

Timorovs, occasioning alarm, 162. 

Torrvwc, knocking, pulling, 193. 

Tonrvovs, torturing, 171. 

Tornss, tunes, (Prologe of J. T.) 

TRANSCEND, pass over, 189. 

TRANsLACYON, removal, 124, 
159, 185. 

TRANSLATED, removed, 11,79, 124, 128, 
153, 157, 181. converted, changed, 48, 
49, 86, 97. 

TRAYNE, trap, 39, 43. 

Trow vs, think ye, 83. 

Tuycyon, government, 5, 51. protection, 
111, 136, 145. 

TuxxLAT E, buried, 26, 108, 126, 158. 

Twrs, tine, loss, sorrow, 160. 


128, 146, 


U. 


UKNOWINGE, unknown, 99. 


UNKyYNDE, unnatural, unhealthy, 167. 

UNNETR, scarcely, 46. Saxon adv. 

Unz, use, 64 ; Ure for use occurs in writers 
about the age of Bradshaw. 

Usixc ntu, conducting himself, 87. 


Wa 


VALEAUNCE, valour, 9. 

VARNAUNT, verdant, 23, 104, 129. 
VENARE, VENERY, hunting, 8, 149. 
VENGEABLE, revengeful, 39. 

Veray, verily, 100. 

VrRGINALL, virginlike, 23, 68, 110. 
VorurE, voluptuousness, 81. 
VYLAYNE PEOPLE, of no rank, 36, 38. 


W 


WANDELES, Vandals, 140. 

Werte, know, 82. 

Wis, e wis, I know, 156. 

Wnowz, home, 189, 192, 201. 

WIVILOX, formerly, 3, 4, 20, 21, 117, 136, 
147, 209. Idleness whylom, former 
idleness, 3. 

WopELy, madly, 163. 

Woo, woe begone, sorrowful, 68. 

Wroken, from wreke, revengeful, 39. 


Me 


YCHEON, each one, 113. 
YERLE, early, 165. 

Yunes, evil, or idleness, 28. 
VPE, graft, scion, 75. 
Yovnz, yore, long ago, 60. 


INDEX. 


Abbey of S. Werburge founded by An- 
selme, 183: Richard, a monk of Bec, 
ordained first Abbot, 183: foundation 
confirmed by Rufus, 184: endowed 
with many gifts, 184: fortified, 184: 
secular priests and canons dismissed, 
183, 185 : replaced by religious monks, 
183, 185: exhortation to become bene- 
factors to, 200. 

Abbey gate, fairs to be held there only, 
201. 

Abraham and his sacrifice depaynted on 
arras, 60. 

Adam and Eve depaynted on arras, 59. 

Adda brought by Peada to preach in Mer- 
cia, 18. 

Adeldryde of Kent, virgin, 15. 

Adelhere of East England, 13. 

Adelwlf, King of West Saxons, 140. 

Adla,King of Southsex, 6. 

Adoulfus, King, defeated the Danes, 139. 

Agatha, St., in arras, 62. 

Agnes, St., in arras, 62. 

Albans, St., monastery founded by Offa, 
10; 183. 

Aldulph, King of East Anglia, great uncle 
to Werburge, 13, 69: present at 
marriage of his niece Ermenylde, 25: 
at feast of Werburge's profession, 59: 
brother of St. Audry, 59, 73, 74 : as- 
sists her in building a church of our lady 
at Ely, 73. 


Alfryde, son of Oswy of Northumberland, 
17 : married Keneburge, 17. 

Alfrydus, 5, 138. Alfredus, Alredus, Alu- 
redus, see Alredus, Biog. Dict. born 
at Beverley in Yorkshire, a secular 
priest, canon and treasurer of St. John's, 
Beverley. "Wrote a History of Britain 
from the settlement of Brutus! to the 
year 1126, in which year he died. 
Hearne published an edition of his His- 
tory, at Oxford, 1716, with a preface. 

Alle, King of Northumberland, 7. 

Alnot, servant to Werburge at Wedon, 
101 : cruelly treated by her bailiff, 101 : 
who is miraculously punished by a dis- 
tortion of his head, but afterwards 
healed, 101, 102: murdered by thieves, 
buried at Stow besyde Bukbrydge, mi- 
racles displayed on his account, 103. 
Wilson, in the first edition of his Eng- 
lish Martyrology, states that a festival 
in honor of Alnot was observed on the 
24th of February, but in his second 
fixes the 25th of November as the day 
of solemnity. 

Alve, 90, Alvechurch in the diocese of 
Worcester. 

Alured or Alfred, reigned in 875, 153, 
154, 155, 159: crowned in London, 
147 : divided his richesse into 4 partes, 
poor, religion, scholars, church-build- 
ing, 147: divided his day into 3 parts, 


Antoninus, Archbishop, 154. 


INDEX. 


8 hours to read and pray, 8 to business 
naturall, i. e. food and sleep, 8 to go- 
vernment, 147: descriptive quotation 
from Henry of Huntingdon, 147: St. 
Werburge's shrine brought to Chester 
in his reign, 153. 


Ambrose, St., in arras, 62. 


Angels, nine orders angelical. Specula- 
tive persons in former times divided the 
angels into nine orders or choirs, but 
were not always agreed about their pre- 
cise number or their respective ranks. 
The titles were Seraphim, Cherubim, 
Archangels, Angels, Thrones, Princi- 
palities, Powers, Dominions, Virtues. 
These again were divided into three 
Hierarchies. Represented on arras, 
61: take charge of the soul of St. Wer- 
burge, 115 : sung at the birth of King 
Edgar, 177. 

Anlaf, King of Ireland, slain by Ethelstan, 
176. 

Anna, King of East England, A.D. 639: 
ancestor to Werburge, 13: character, 
74: his descendants, 13, 69, 75 : mar- 
ried Hereswith, 13, 69, 74 : subdued by 
Penda, 17: slain in battle, 13, 75: mar- 
tyr, 13. 


Anselm, 137 : visits Chester, 182 : at the 


desire of Hugh Lupus, 183: founds an 
Abbey there, 1093, in honour of S. 
Werburge, 183: expels secular priests 
and canons, replacing them with reli- 
gious monks, 137, 183, 185 : ordains 
Richard, a monk of Bec, in Normandy, 
to be the Abbot, 183: returns to Lon- 
don and made Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, 184. 

The Arch- 
bishop here intended was Athelredus, 
who held the See from 871 to 889. 


Apolyn, St., in arras, 62. 


Arras “‘ depaynted with pyctures and hys- 
toryes manyfolde," bought by Wulfer 


to decorate the Hall at Ely, where he 
gave a solemn festival upon St. Wer- 
burge’s Profession, 59: description of 
the subjects depaynted, 59 et seq. : sub- 
jects peculiarly sacred placed “ over the 
hye desse," 61: displayed at Chester in 
honour of Werburge’s shrine, 146. 


Arthur, King, 150, in arras, 62. 
Ashdum, Battle at: Kenwalcus, King of 


West Saxons defeated there by Wulfer 
King of Mercia, 20. 


Audry, called in some chronicles Edeldri- 


tha and Etheldreda, Lady Abbess of Ely, 
great aunt to Werburge, 13, 56, 65, 69, 
79: receives Werburge with great state, 
57: sister of Aldulph King of East 
England, 59: history of, 69: called 
Etheldred, 69: born in Suffolk, at Ex- 
mynge, 69: character and description, 
69, 70; marries Tombert of East Eng- 
land, 71: living both mayde and wife, 
71: receives Ely as dowry, 71 : retires 
there as widow, 71: sued by Egbryct 
King of Northumberland, 71: marries 
him or Egfryde? 71: lives Queen, 
wife and maid, 71, 72: retires to Can- 
wood Abbey, 72: and there professes, 
72: retires to Ely, 72: visited mira- 
culously, 72 : elected Abbess, 73: built 
a church there, 73: founds a new mo- 
nastery 673, 73: endows the Abbey, 
73; dies 679, 9th Cal. July, i. e. 23rd 
June, 74, 79 : succeeded by Sexburge, 
79: translated, i. e. her body removed, 
after 16 years, whole and incorrupt, 79. 


Austin, or Augustin, sent to England by 


Pope Gregory, A. D. 594, 10: bap- 
tized Ethelbryct King of Kent, first 
Christian king of Saxons, 14, 76, 152: 
represented in arras, 62 : founds a mo- 
nastery at Ely, 73 : returns thanks at 
Chester in Church of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, 152: summons the monks at Ban- 
gor to convert the Saxons, 152. 
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Bangor monastery, 152 : contained nearly 
3,000 monks, 152: summoned by Aus- 
tin to convert the Saxons, 152: refuse 
to obey, 152; many of them slain by 
King Ethelfride, 152. 

Baptism ; of Ethelbryct, 14, 152: intro- 
duced into Mercia, 17: into East Eng- 
land, 20 : of Wulfade, 42. 

Baptismal regeneration, 42, 109. 

Bardenay, Lincolnshire, retirement of 
Ethelred, King of Mercia, 88. Body 
of St. Oswald removed from thence to 
Gloucester, 158. 

Barkley, 209. 

Basilius, St., in arras, 62. 

Basyngwerke, 188. 

Battle between Penda and Oswy near 
York, 18. 

Battle at Ashdum, 20: Wynwed, 18: 
rent; 87. 

Bayliffe of Werburge maltreats Alnot her 
servant, is punished by her with distor- 
tion of his head, &c., afterwards healed 
by her, 101, 102. 

Beasts, instruments for mannes salvacyon, 
41. 

Beccy, brought by Peada to preach in Mer- 
cia, 18. 

Bede, venerable, 5, 6, 17, 18, 19, 40, 69, 
92, 152. 

Benedict, St., and his convent, in arras, 
62: his rule adopted by St. Werburge, 
73. 

Beorswyde, wife of Hereric, King of Dei- 
ram, mother of St. Hylda, 12. 

Bernulphus, King of Mercia, defeated by 
the Danes in 851, 140. 

Berta of France married to Ethelbryct of 
Kent, 15. 

Berthualdus, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
91 : from 692 to 732. 

Birth. The three births of man. Nativity, 
Baptism, Burial, 109. 

Bishops’ Sees removed from boroughs to 


“famous towns " by William the Con- 
queror, 181. 

Boniface, Pope, 90, 91. Constantine, a 
Syrian, was elected to the chair of St. 
Peter on the 25th day of March, 708, 
and died April 9th, 715, he took the 
name of Boniface. 

Bricticus, King of West Saxons, 138; at 
time of Danish invasion, 138. 

Britons, expelled to Wales in 689, 6: by | 
Offa, 10, 152: and confined them there | 
by his Dyke, 10: first called Welshmen, 
159: their inveterate hate of Saxons 
159: permitted to reside in Chester, till 
the time of Offa, 152. 

Bryges, Bruges, Saint Ethelburge buried 
there, 13. 

Brystowe, Bristoll, 7. 

Buckbridge, 103: more properly Bug- 
brook in the deanery of Daventry, North- 
amptonshire. 

Burdred, King of Mercia, cousin to St. 
Werburge, 142: resided at Repton, 
141: reigned 22 years and then ex- 
pelled by the Danes, 142: retired to 
Rome, 142: buried there, 142. 

Caerleon, built by King Belinus, 147: a 
Bishop’s See to all South Wales, 147: 
called Wenedocie, 147 : made an Arch- 
bishop's See, 150. 

Caeruska a name of Caerleon, 147 : 
by Belinus. 

Cain and Abel depaynted on arras, 59. 

Canterbury. See removed to Lichfield, 
10, 153: oppressed by the Danes, 139. 

Canwood Abbey, i. e. Coldingham in 
Berwickshire, 72: retirement of St. 
Audry, 72. 

Carlisle founded by King Leil, 148. 

Ced or Cedda, brought by Peada to preach 
in Mercia, 18: made Bishop of Lich- 
field on recommendation of Archbishop 
Theodorus, 21 : and Coventry, 40 : was 
Archbishop of York during the absence 
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of Archbishop Wilfride, then lived in 
retirement, 40: till at the request of 
Wulfer, King of Mercia, he was made 
Bishop of Lichfield in 669, he died, 672, 
protects a hunted deer, 40 : miraculous- 
ly converts Wulfade and Ruffyn to Chris- 
tianity and baptises them, 41, 42, : per- 
forms a miracle, hangs his vestures on a 
sunbeam, 48, 49 : reconverts Wulfer to 
Christianity, 48. 

Cerdicus, first King of West Saxons, A.D. 
521, 6. 

Charitas, St., in arras, 62. 

Charlemagne in alliance with Offa, 153. 

Chaucer, 209. 

Cheshire, west part of Mercia, praised 
for valour, 9. 

Chester, Werburge's body received there, 
136: second foundation of monastery, 
i. e. secular canons replaced by monks, 
by Hugh Lupus 137. Shrine of St. 
Werburge conveyed thither by the 
Convent of Hambury to escape from 
the pollution of the Danes, 143: re- 
ceived, A. D. 875, with great pomp and 
ceremony and song of welcome, 144: 
converted to Christianity at desire of 
Lucius, A.D. 156, and two doctors sent 
by Pope Elentherius for that purpose, 
149. Daily sacrament administered at 
Church of St. Peter and Paul for three 
hundred years, 151. 

Chester: Abbey, p. 4, 131: extent of, 
137 : City, 7, 131, 136: Bishopric, 21. 
St. John's Church built by Ethelred 
King of Mercia, A.D. 689, 86. Shrine 
of St. Werburge brought to Chester, 
131, 136, 143, 153. Abbey church 
founded, 131. Minster founded, 131, 
156: re-edified by Leofric, 137, 180: 
transferred fromsecular canonsto monks, 
137: miracles performed there, 136. 
Chester miraculously saved from the 
Welsh, 131, 160 : from fire, 137, 196: 


plague, 137: reception of her shrine, 144 : 
called Caerleon, 148: or City of legions, 
149, 178: said to be founded by Lleon 
Gaur, 148: or rather by King Leil, 148: 
by the Romans, 148: fortified by Marius, 
148: called city of the legions, now 
Cestria from Castria, 149: the Capital 
and See of North Wales, 149. Cha- 
racter and description, 149 : commend- 
ed for its early faith, 150. First church 
founded in second century dedicated to 
St. Peter and Paul, 151: mother church 
of the city, 151, 153: was the ceme- 
tery for the city and seven miles round, 
151. The true faith remained at Ches- 
ter as the faith of Peter never failed at 
Rome, 151. Britons permitted to re- 
side in Chester till expelled by Offa, 152. 
Several churches built in the city, 153. 
St. Peter and Paul’s church enlarged 
by Elflede, daughter of Alfred, 155: 
and made a Minster, 155, 156: Ed- 
mund, her nephew, recorded as founder 
in St. John's church, 156. Secular 
canons and prebends established at the 
Minster, 156. Chester re-edified and 
fortified, A. D. 908, by Elflede, 157: 
Walls enlarged, having been injured 
by Ethelfrede, King of Northumber- 
land and by the Danes, 157. Castle 
enclosed, 158 : besieged by Griffinus, 
King of Britons, 159, 160: saved by 
Werburge's shrine, 160: attacked by 
Danes and Scots, and again saved by 
the shrine, 163: flourished till the 
coming of the Normans, 180. St. John's 
church repaired by Earl Leofric, 180: 
Minster re-edified and endowed by the 
same, 180. Bishopric removed from 
Lichfield to Chester, 181. Great fire, 
A. D. 1184, (194) : quenched by shrine 
of St. Werburge, 196. 


Chester, a city of Mercia, 7. 
Christianity preached in Mercia, 18, 43 : 
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in Britain, 149, 150 : remained pure at 
Chester, 151. 

Church. St. John's Chester, curious re- 
cord there, 156 : built by Ethelred King 
of Mercia, 689, 86 : repaired by Leofric 
Earl of Chester, 180. St. Peter and 
St. Paul's, Chester, founded, 151 : the 
cemetery of the city and seven miles 
round, 151: the mother church, 151, 
153: St. Werburge's shrine placed 
there, 153: great offerings made there, 
154: enlarged into a minster by El- 
flede, daughter of Alfred, 155, 156: 
her nephew Edmund recorded in St. 
John's church as the founder, 156. A 
new church “ in the myddes of the cite,“ 
built instead to the honour of these 
apostles, 157. 

Church, interference in electing a king, 
85. 

Claudius, Emp., sends troops to Chester, 
148. 

Cochede, misprint for Coelred, cousin of 
Werburge translated the body of Wer- 
burge from her tomb to a shrine, 11, 
124, 125, 128.  Colrede or Coelred, 
87: succeeds his cousin Kenred as King 
of Mercia, 92. 

Colbrond, the giant Dane, killed by Guy, 
Earl of Warwick, 176. 

Colchester, chief city of Essex, 7. 

College. Pontifical Court, 90. 

Constable's Sands, where the Constable 
William miraculously passed through 
the Dee, on the dry sands from Hillbre 
Island to Wales, 189. 

Corpwaldus, of East England, 13. 

Coventry. Abbey founded by Leofric, 
180: freedom of the city obtained by 
his lady Godith, 180. 

Council, general, held by Kenred King of 
Mercia, 90: description, 91: at Lon- 
don, 181. 

Cryda, first King of Mercia, 7 : father to 


Wybba and Quadriburge, 11, 12: an- 
cestor of Werburge, 11. 

Cup. Some to sit between the cup and 
the wall," 2. 

Cycyly, St., in arras, 62. 

Danes, invasion by, 128, 131, 136, 138, 
A. D. 851, with 300 ships, 140: prog- 
nosticated by marvellous signs A. D. 
786, 138: permitted as punishment for 
sin, 139, 140: spoil Holy Island, 139 : 
Tynmouth, 139: persecuted England 
230 years, from Adelwlf, King of West 
Saxons, till the coming of the Normans, 
140 : arrive in the Thames A. D. 851, 
140: also in 866 destroy Trentham 
and Wedon, 142: oppress Kent, 142: 
Isle of Wight, 142: West marches, 
142: injure Chester, 157: defeated 
seven times by Edward the elder, 155 : 
thrice defeated by Athelstan, 176 : slay 
St. Edmund, King of East England, 
141: burn monasteries, churches, &c. 
141. 

David pourtrayed in arras, 61. 

Dee river, divides England and Wales, 7, 
160: waters divided for the Cheshire 
troops to pass through, 189. 

Deer, a wild, miraculously obedient to St. 
Cead, 42. 

Deiram, south part of Northumberland, 
between the Humber and Tweed, 12. 
Doctors, four, 135. St. Athanasius, St. 
Basil, St. Gregory Nazianzen and St. 

Chrysostom. 

Domveve, wife of Marwalde of Mercia, 17 : 

Dorchester, Bishopric, 21. 

Dove, and flaming star appear with shrine 
of St. Werburge to put out a fire at 
Chester, 196. Dove miraculously breaks 
à rope and saves a man from hanging, 
170: cures a broken leg, 174. 

Dover destroyed by the Danes in 851, 140. 

Dragons flying in the air forebode the 
Danish invasion, 786, 138. 


bb2 


INDEX. 


Dress, exhortation against vanity and ex- 
pence of, 66. 

Dunstan hears angels sing at the birth of 
King Edgar, 177. 

Duyna, brought by Peada to preach in 
Mercia, 18: he was consecrated Bishop 
of Lichfield, upon its erection into a See, 
656 : and died, 659. 

Eadbald, King of Kent, 15, 22, 76: mar- 
ries Emma of France, ancestor of Wer- 
burge, 15. 

Eadburg of Kent, Saint, daughter to Ethel- 
bryct, first christian king, 15. 

Eadfryde, son of Edwyn, King of North- 
umberland, 12: ancestor to Werburge, 
2 

Eagida thrice cured of lameness by St. 
Werburge, 161. 

East England, fifth kingdom of Heptarchy, 
Offa first king, 7 : account of its princes, 
13: Isle of Wight annexed to it by 
Wulfer King of Mercia on condition of 
the king's baptism, 20. 

East Sea. East of Mercia, 8. 

Ebba, Saint, Abbess of Canwood, 72. 

Edelfled, daughter of Oswy, King of 
Northumberland, offered to“ God om- 
nypotent," 19: sent to St. Hylda at 
Whitby for instruction, 19. 

Edgar, crowned at Kvngston aged 16, 
176 : named meek, 176 : angels heard 
to sing at his birth, 177 : happiness of 
his reign, 177: character, 177: builds 
forty religious places, 177: expels se- 
cular priests from monasteries, 177 : es- 
tablishes a fleet, 177 : annual progress 
through the land, 177 : visits Chester, 
137, 178: rowed on the Dee by eight 
kings, 178: visits shrine of St. Wer- 
burge, 179: compared to Romulus, Cy- 
rus, Charlemagne and Hector, 179. 
The Latin eulogy is taken from Henry 
of Huntingdon. 

Edisbury, built by Elflede, daughter of 
Alfred, 158. 


Edmund, King of East England, slain by 
the Danes in 866, 141. 

Edmund, sole monarch, reigned five years, 
176. 

Edred, sole monarch, 176. 

Edward the elder, 131, 137, 155, 159, 
175: crowned A. D. 901, defeated the 
Danes seven times, 155: gives Mercia 
to Ethelred (or Ethelbert) his brother- 
in-law, 155. 

Edward, confessour, 179. 

Edwyne, King of Northumberland, 15, 
74: marries Ethelburg of Kent, 15. 

Edwyn, sole monarch, 176. 

Edwyn, King of Northumberland, marries 
Quadriburge of Mercia, ancestors to 
Werburge, 12: subdued by Penda, 16. 

Egbryct of Kent, 16, 76: reigned ten 
years, 16: uncle to Werburge called by 
mistake uncle to Emenylde his sister, 
25: at feast of Werburge's profession, 
59. 

Egbryct of Northumberland, 71: sues St. 
Audry, 71: marries her? 71. Egbryct 
is probably a mistake of the author or 
printed for Egfryde, who according to 
the chronicles was second husband to 
St. Audry, who is called Etheldritha 
and Etheldreda. 

Egfryde of Northumberland marries St. 
Audry, 71: invades Mercia, 87 : subdued 
by Ethelred of Mercia, 87. 

Egnicius of East England, martyr, 13, 74: 
subdued by Penda, 17. 

Egwyn, Bishop of Worcester, 86, 89: 
persuades Ethelred to build Evesham 
Monastery, 86. Legend of Egwyn, 89: 
visits Rome, 90. 

Egypt, plagues of, embost in arras, 60. 

Elentherius, Pope, A. D. 156, sends two 
doctors to christianize Britain, 149. 

Elflede, daughter of Oswy, King of Nor- 
thumberland, wife of Peada, King of 
Mercia, whom she murders, 19. 


Elflede, daughter of Alfred, wife of Ethelred, 
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155. enlarges St.'Peter's and Paul's, 
Chester, 156: converts it into a min- 
ster, and fixes there secular canons and 
prebends, 156: dedicates an oratory to 
the Trinity and St. Oswald, 157: re- 
edifies and fortifies Chester, A.D., 908, 
157: enlarges the walls, 157 : encloses 
the Castle, 158; rules Mercia after 
the death of her husband, 158: re- 
pairs, Stafford, Warwick, Thornwort, 
and Shrewsbury, 158: builds Runcorn 
and Edisbury, 158: translates St. Os- 
wald from Bardeney to Gloucester, 158 ; 
builds St. Peters at Gloucester, and is 
buried there, A. D. 919,158. Epitaph 
from Henry of Huntingdon, 158. 

Elijah, fed by ravens, 41. 

Ella, King of Southsex, 6. 

Ely. 13. Monastery, 51: selected for 
residence by St. Werburge, 51: herre- 
ceptionthere by St. Audry the Abbess 
57: given by Tombert as dower to 
St. Audry, 71: with muddy waters 
compased aboute, 71. Church there 
built by St. Audry, 73. Monastery 
founded by St. Austin, 73: new mo- 
nastery founded by St. Audry, 673, 73. 
St. Audry, Abbess, 73. Sexburge, 
her sister, retires to Ely and after- 
wards is elected Abbess, 79, 50. Ermy- 
nylde retires to Ely and succeeds her 
mother Sexburge as Abbess, 81: mira- 
cles performed there, 82, 83. 

Enswyde of Kent, saint, great uncle to 
Werburge, 15. 

Emma of France, wife of Eadbald, King 
of Kent, 15. 

Erchenwyn, first King of Essex, oft 
brought to ruin by King of Mercia, 6, 7. 

Ercombert, King of Kent, grandfather of 
St. Werburge, 16, 22: marries Sex- 
burge of East England, 12, 13, 15, 76: 
character, 15: commands Lent to be 
observed, 16, 77: promotes religion, 


77: dies, having reigned 24 years, 78, 
or 30 years, 16. 

Ergar, for Edgar, visits Chester, 137. 

Erkengode of Kent, aunt of St. Wer- 
burge, a nun, 16, 76: professes at 
Bruges, 77. 

Ermenberge of Kent, virgin, spouse of 
Jesus, 15. 

Ermenburge of Kent, virgin, spouse of 
Jesus, sister of preceding, 15. 

Ermengyde of Kent, 15. 

Ermenred of Kent, great uncle to Wer- 
burge, married to Ossava, 15. 

Ermenricus, King of Kent, reigned in 535, 
great grandson of Hengist, 14: father 
of Ethelbryct first christian King, 14. 

Ermenylde, wife of Wulfer, King of Mer- 
cia, 11, 12: mother of St. Werburge, 
12, 13, 16, 35, 76: marriage, 16, 22, 
24: character, 23, 24, 95, 33, 76, 80, 
marriage solemnity, 24: pedigree, 22: 
severely reprimands Werbode for seek- 
ing Werburge in marriage. 35, 36, &c. 
after the death of Wulfer retires to Ely_ 
monastery, 80: succeeds her mother 
Sexburge as Abbess of Ely, 81: dies, 
Idus, (i. e. 13) feb. 82; buried at Ely, 
82: and enshrined, 82: miracle per- 
formed at her tomb, 82, 84. 

Essentials of Religion, three; wilful po- 
verty, chastity, obedience, 65, 88, 96, 
108. 139, 185, 205. 

Essex, fourth kingdom of the heptarchy; 
first King, Erchenwyn, 6: oft brought 
to ruin by King of Mercia, 7: chief 
city, Colchester, 7. 

Ethelbryct of Kent, 76: reigned in 555, 
14: baptized by Austin, 14, 76, 152: 
first christian King, 14, 22, 76 : founder 
of many religious establishments, 14, 
76: married Berta of France, 15. 

Ethelbryct of Kent, great grandson of 
the preceding, martyr, 15. 

Ethelburge of East England, 13, 69, 77 
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great aunt to Werburge: buried at 
Bryges, 13. Abbess of Bruges, 77. 

Ethelburg of Kent, Saint, wife of Ed- 
wyne King of Northumberland, 15. 

Etheldrede of Kent, martyr, 15. 

Ethelfride, King of Northumberland, slays 
disobedient monks at Bangor, 152: 
rums Chester, 157. 

Ethelrede, 155: husband of Elflede the 
daughter of Alfred, receives Mercia from 
his brother-in-law Edward, 155. 

Ethelred, son of Penda, 11, 17, 74: 
uncle to Werburge, 17 : marries Ostryde 
daughter of Oswy King of Northum- 
berland, 87: present at feast of Wer- 
burge's profession, 58: succeeds Wul- 
fer, 79, 85: as Regent, elect of his 
peeres, permytted by his church, 85: 
converted by Werburge, 85: made her 
president of all monasteries, 85, 122: 
gave her lands, &c. for church build- 
ing, 86: builds St. John's church, 
Chester, 689, 86: gave ground for 
building Evesham monastery, 86: op- 
presses Kent, 87; subdues Egfryde of 
Northumberland, 87: after the death 
of his wife Ostryde, having reigned 
twenty-nine years, he resigned his crown 
by the counsell of St. Werburge, 87: 
and retired to Bardenay and became 
Monk, 88: afterwards made Abbot, 
88. 

Ethelstan, son of Edward the elder, 137 : 
crowned at London, 175. In the fourth 
year of his reign, A.D. 872, Guy of 
Warwick kills Colbrond, 176. He thrice 
defeats the Danes, 176: slays Anlaf 
King of Ireland, 176: character, 176. 
A. Latin eulogy taken from William of 
Malmsbury, 176. 

Ethelwod of East England, 13. 

Eusam, see Evesham. 

Evesham monastery built on ground given 
by Ethelred King of Mercia, 87: en- 


dowed with eighty-four tenements by 
Kenred King of Mercia, 89: obedient 
to the Pope alone, 90, 91: a Council 
formally confirms this dedication, 91: 
repaired by Leofric earl of Chester, 
180. 

Eustace, St. converted by a Hart, 41: 
his festival was kept on the 20th day of 
September. 

Exmynge in Suffolk, birth place of St. 
Audry, 69. 

Festival on Werburge's profession des- 
cribed, 59 : the company, 58, 59. arras 
described, 59, 60, 61. conversation, 
63. music, 63. minstrells, 63. 

Fair of St. Werburge, Chester, merchan- 
dise to be sold only before the Abbey- 
gate, 201. 

Finanus, Bishop, baptizes King Wulfer, 
20, 33: preaches Christianity in Eng- 
land, 43. 

Fledde, King of Essex and Middlesex, 
married Ricula sister to Ethelbryct first 
christian King, 14. 

Funereal ceremonies, 116. 

Gauntes, 97, 98. This name is usually 
given to Pelecanus Bassanus, Soland 
Geese, Gannet, but in early authors 
seems to be applied generally to any 
description of wild goose. Gant, 
anseres sylvestres, Ducange. It is 
somewhat remarkable that St. Milburge 
is pourtrayed holding a church in her 
hand and chasing geese. 

Geaf, 14. 

Geese, wild, miraculously impounded by 
St. Werburge, 97: one, roasted and 
eaten, restored to life, 100. 

Giraldus, a Briton. Giraldus Cambrensis, 
86. 

Gloucester. Body of St. Oswald removed 
from Bardenay to St. Peter's at Glou- 
cester, 158. Elflede daughter of Alfred 
buried there in 919, 158. 
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Godfather. Wulfer, godfather to King 
of East England, 21. St. Cead, priest 
and godfather to Prince Wulfade “ for 
want of companye,” 42. 

Godith, or Godiva, wife of Leofric, Earl 
of Chester, 180: obtains freedom of 
Coventry, 180. 

Goet, 173. Danes from Gothland or 
Jutland. 

Gregory, the great doctor, in arras, 62. 

Gregory, Saint, sends St. Austyn to Eng- 
land, A.D. 594, 10. 

Gregory, Pope, sends Augustin to England, 
594, 10. 

Griffinus, King of the Britons, 159: be- 
sieges Chester, 159, 160. One of his 
soldiers smote with a stone the shrine 
of St. Werburge which was placed upon 
the walls for the defence of the city, 
he immediately expired with hideous 
pain, 160. Griffinus and his host were 
smitten with blindness and depart from 
before the city, 160. 

Gyrarde, 5. Q. Giraldus Cambrensis ? 

Guy, Earl of Warwick slays Colbrond the 
giant Dane, A.D. 872, in the fourth 
year of the reign of Ethelstan, 176. 

Hambury situated in the northern divi- 
sion of Offlow in the county of Staf- 
ford. Monastery built and endowed 
by Werburge, 86: her residence, 159 : 
under her rule, 122: burial place of 
Werburge, 107, 120, 123, 131: the re- 
cluses ordered to attend at her death and 
take charge of her body, 107. They 
remove the body from Trentham, where 
she died, during a miraculous stupor 
inflicted on the residents there, 119. 
The tomb there, 127. The shrine of 
Werburge removed thence to Chester 
to escape the Danes, 131, 142.  Mira- 
cles performed there, 159. 

Harold, King of Danes, 162: besieges 


Chester, 163: repelled by the Shrine 
of St. Werburge, 163. 

Harold defeated by William the Con- 
queror, 181. 

Hector death of, in arras, 62. 

Hedda or Headda, Bishop of Lichfield at 
the time of the translation of Werburge's 
body, 22 July, 708, 128. 

Hengist, fourth in descent from Woden, 
14: accompanied by Saxons, Angles 
and Jutes, i.e. people of Jutland, came 
to England, A. D. 449, to the as- 
sistance and at the invitation of Vor- 
tiger, 6: became first King of Kent, 
6, 14. 

Heptarchy, 6. 

Hereric, King of Deiram, marries Beors- 
wyde, father to St. Hylda and Herys- 
with, 12, 74. 

Hereswyth, daughter of Hereric, King of 
Deiram, 12: wife of Anna, King of 
East England, 13, 74: mother of Sex- 
burge, St. Audry, St. Ethelburge, St. 
Withburge, St. Jurwyne and King 
Aldulph, 13. 

Hezechiah, pourtrayed in arras, 61. 

Heirarchies, and the three, 61, 115, see 
Angels. 

Helburghee, Island, 188. William Con- 
stable of Chester by help of Werburge 
passes his army dryshod from thence 
to Wales to rescue Richard Earl of 
Chester from the Welsh, 189. 

Hingwur, a northern King invades Eng- 
land in 866, 141. 

Holy Island, spoiled by the Danes, 139. 

Hoo, a village in Kent: miracles per- 
formed there, 104: an oak-tree opens 
and receives Werburge to protect her 
from violence, and remains to this day 
vernaunt, fresh, green and clere, and a 
test of purity, 104. Hoo a parish in 
the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the dio- 
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cese and deanery of Rochester is dis- 
tinguished from others by the name 
of Hoo St. Werburgh, as the church 
was dedicated to that saint. Laurence, 
Bishop of Rochester, appopriated this 
church, with the chapel of All Saints, to 
the prior and convent of Rochester. 

Hoole heth, 162. Harold the Dane and 
Malcolm of Scotland draw up their 
army there against Chester, 162. 

Hubba, a northern King invades England 
in 866, 141. 

Hugh Lupus, nephew to the Conqueror, 
181, 190 : receives Cheshire from him, 
182: to hold by the sword, and call 
parliaments, 182. Conquers Cheshire 
after three defeats, 182: government 
of his Earldom, 182: invites Anselm 
to visit Chester and found an Abbey 
there, 1093, 183: endows it with many 
gifts, books, &c. 184, 185: forms a 
cemetery in it and protects the whole 
with strong wails, 184: dies 27 July, 
A.D. 1102, 185: succeeded in the 
Earldom by his son Richard, 185. 

Humber, North of Mercia, 8: with the 
Mersey divides Mercia from Northum- 
berland, 8. 

Humility, twelve degrees of, 96, 113. 

Hylda, Abbess and foundress of the Abbey 
of Whitby, 12, 74 : daughter of Hereric 
of Northumberland and Beorswyde, 12. 

Joshua leading the Israelites in pycture on 
arras, 60. 

Ida, King of Northumberland, 7. 

Idolatry, destroyed, 20, 25, 33, 49. 

Jerom, St. in arras, 62. 

Jerumannus, Bishop of Lichfield, 21: 
baptizes Wulfer, 20. He was made 
Bishop of Lichfield, 664: and died 
669 : first bishop of East England, 43 : 
preaches Christianity in England, 43. 

Joseph, History of, depaynted on arras, 
60. 


Judith, a lady cured of barrenness, 164. 

Julius Cesar, sends troops to Chester, to 
subdue Ireland, 148. 

Jurwyne of East England, great uncle to 
Werburge, martyr, 13, 69. 


Jutes, Danes from Jutland, 14. 

Katherine, St. in arras, 62. 

Keneburge, daughter of Penda, 11, 17: 
Aunt to Werburge, 17 : buried at Peter- 
borough, enshrined, 11: married Al- 
fryde of Northumberland, 17: at feast 
of Werburge’s profession, 58. 

Kenneswyde, virgin, daughter of Penda, 
11,17. aunt to Werburge, 17 : buried 
and enshrined at Peterborough, 11: at 
feast of Werburge's professoin, 58. 

Kenrede, brother of Werburge, 12, 26, 
85: confessor, 26: buried at Rome, 
26: King of Mercia, 88, 89: character 
of him, and his engagements, 89: en- 
dows Evesham with eighty-four tene- 
ments, 89: visits Rome, 90: calls a 
general council to confirm the obedience 
of Evesham to the Popedom, 90: re- 
signs his crown to his nephew Coelrede, 
92: revisits Rome, A.D. 708: becomes 
Monk, professes the order of St. Bene- 
dict, 92: dies 92. 

Kent, Kingdom of, earliest of the hep- 
tarchy, their first King, Hengist, A.D. 
455, 6: account of, 14: united to 
Mercia by Wulfer, 25: oppressed by 
Ethelred of Mercia, 87: oppressed by 
the Danes, 142. 

Kenuherus of East England, a noble man 
of fame, 13. 

Kenwaleus, King of West Saxons, de- 
feated by Wulfer, at Ashdum, 20. 

Kingston, Edgar crowned at, 176. 

Kyneswith, wife of Penda, King of Mercia, 
grandmother to Werburge, 11, 17. 

Ladies, exhortation to, 66. 

Laurence, St. in arras, 61. 

Leeds, Battle near, 19, 33. 
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Legend. The true legende, 5, 24, 27, 
97501015 of Egwyn, 89. 

Legendary, The sweet, read by Werburge, 
96. 

Legions, two cities of, Caerleon in Mon- 
mouthshire, 147, and Chester, 148. 
Leil, King, founder of Chester, 148, and 

Carlisle, 148. 

Lent ordered to be observed, 16. 

Leofric, Earl of Chester, 179: repairs 
and endows the Minster at Chester, 
137, 180: and several churches, 180: 
founded  Leonence monastery, 180: 
and Wenlecence, 180: repaired Eve- 
sham, 180 : founded Abbey at Coventry, 
180: made the city free, 180: repaired 
college of St. Johns, Chester, 180. 

Leofwin, Duke of Mercia, father of Leo- 
fric, 179. 

Leonence, monastery founded by Leofric, 
Earl of Chester, 180. 

Lichfield. See of Canterbury removed 
to, 10, 153. Bishopric, 21 : removed 
to Chester, 1075. 181. 

Lillies, used as crowns for Virgins, 62. 


Lincoln. Bishopric, 21: attacked by the 
Danes, 141. 
Literature, Prologe to the second book, 


a poem in praise of, 134. 

Lleon gauer, reputed founder of Chester, 
148: a giant, builder of caves and 
dungeons but no goodly buyldyng pro- 
pre ne pleasaunt, 148. 

London, 8 : oppressed by the Danes, 139, 
141: made an Archbishop’s See 150. 
Lothary of Kent, 16, 74, 76: reigned 
twelve years, 16: called erroneously 

uncle to his sister Ermenylde, 25. 

Lucius, King of Britain, A.D. 156, 149: 
introduces Christianity into Britain, 149: 
** ordeyned” 28 Bishops and 3 Arch- 
bishops, at London, York, and Caerleon 
in South Wales, 150. 

Lucy, St. in arras, 62. 


Lupus, Hugh, 137: transfers the monas- 
tery at Chester from secular canons to 
Monks, 137. 

Lydgate, 209. 

Lyndesy, monastery for fifty Monks by 
Wulfer, 21. 

Maccabees, Story of, in arras, 61. 

Marceyl, or Mersellyn, son of Penda, 11, 
17: uncle to Werburge, 17: at feast 
of Werburge's profession, 58. 

Margaryte, 16. Qu. name or quality ? 
Saint, in arras, 62. 

Marius, King of the West partie, for- 
tified Chester, 148: slewe Reodric, 
King of the Picts, 148: and calls his 
territory Westmarilande after his own 
name, 148. 

Marriage commended and enjoined upon 
Werburge by her father Wulfer, 51. 

Martin, St. in arras, 62. 

Marwalde, or Merwalde, son of Penda, 
11, 17: uncle to Werburge, 17: mar- 
ried Ermenberge princess of Kent, II: 
or Domvere, 17: father of three holy 
virgins, Myldred, Mylburge, Mylgyde, 
at feast of Werberge’s profession, 58. 

Matilda, niece to King Henry I. Countess 
of Chester, 190: wife of Earl Richard, 
son of Hugh Lupus, 190: compared to 
Jezabel, and Athaliah, 190: incenses 
her husband against the monastery of 
St. Werburge, for refusing to give him 
the Manor of Sallon, 191. For this 
iniquity she and her husband were ship- 
wrecked and drowned, at the same time 
with William, son of Henry I. 193. 

Matrimony commended, 52. 

Maucolyn, King of Scotland, 162: be- 
sieges Chester, 163: repelled by the 
Shrine of St. Werburge, 163. 

Mercia, 5. Mercyens, 5. History of, 
5, 11. Sixth kingdom of Heptarchy, 
Cryda first King, 7: continued 300 
years, under eighteen Kings, 7: des- 
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cription of, 7: derives its name from 
Mersey River, 8: enlarged by Penda, 
8. Cities and towns of, 8. Produc- 
tions of, 8, Valour of the people, 
especially of the west part, 9: intro- 
duction of Christianity, 17, 18: rebels 
against Oswy, King of Northumberland, 
19: crowns Wulfer, 19: divided ori- 
ginally into three parts, 20: united 
under Wulfer, 20: largest province in 
England, 21: account of, 21: contains 
five bishoprics, 21: united to Kent by 
Wulfer, 25: invaded by the Danes, 
141: given to Ethelrede by Edward 
the elder, 155: after his death go- 
verned by his widow Elflede, 158. 

Mereum, cousin to Werburge, died in 
baptism, taken by myracle expresse 
to the blys of heven," 11. 

Mersey River, North of Mercia, 8: with 
the Humber, divides Mercia from Nor- 
thumberland, 8: the name of Mercia 
derived from it, 8: flows between 
Cheshire and Lancashire, 8, 

Minstrels engaged at high Festivals, 65. 

Minster at Chester, originally a Church 
dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, 
receives the shrine of St. Werburge, 
enriched with great offerings and then 
enlarged and converted into a minster, 
a new church being built instead in the 
midst of the city and dedicated to the 
two above named Saints, 156, 157 : re- 
edified and endowed by Earl Leofric, 
180. 

Miracles. A Hart obedient to S. Cead, 
42; a glorious light conceals the mass 
from Wulfer, 48. St. Cead hangs his 
vesture on a sunbeam, 48, 49: per- 
formed at Stone, 50. By St. Wer- 
burge's sanctity, 68: by St. Audry's 
72. Angel appears to St. Sexburge, 78: 
body of St. Audry found incorrupt after 
16 years, 79: at tomb of Ermenylde 


irons fall from a prisoner and spring up 
on the altar, 83. Schoolmaster punished 
and relieved, 84: shewed towards Wer- 
burge, 85: of Werburge, 96,97. Wild 
geese pounded at Wedon, 97 : a roasted 
and eaten goose restored to life, 100 : 
the head of her bailiff distorted by her 
and restored, 101, 102. Her veil hanged 
on a sunbeam, 103 : miraculous oak at 
Hoo, 104. Werburge cures all manner 
of diseases, 105: miraculous powers 
after death prayed for by Werburge, 
113. Angels take charge of her, 115: 
sweet odours rise from her body, 116: 
miraculous sleep of the watchers of 
St. Werburge's body at Trentham, 119. 
Locks and barres of Trentham Abbey 
fall down without mans hands, 119. 
at tomb of Werburge, 120, 121, 153, 
159. Werburge after 200 years volun- 
tarly resolves her body to dust, 129. 
at Chester, 137: of Werburge, next 
to those of the Virgin Mary, 143. 
performed at Wedon, 159. Hambury, 
159: first miracle shewed for Wer- 
burge after her translation to Chester, 
159. Chester saved by her shrine, 
160. Soldier struck it with a stone 
and is struck dead, 160. British army 
struck blind, 160: compelled to return 
from siege of Chester, 160: at another 
time a soldier for similar offence becomes 
mad and dies, and the enemy retires, 
162. Lady cured of barrenness, 164. 
Pregnant woman cured of insanity, 166. 
Woman cured of blindness, 167: six 
halt, lame and blind and many others 
cured, 168. A man hanged, twice re- 
stored to life, 170. Corn preserved at 
Upton from horses, 172. Broken leg 
cured, 173. Dee divided as the Red 
Sea, 189. Eagida thrice cured of lame- 
ness, 161. St. Werburge, and an honest 
woman, appear at the monastery of 
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Chester to announce the death of Earl 
Richard, !93. Fire at Chester put out 
by shrine of St. Werburge, 196: of 
St. Werburge recapitulated, 197. 

Monasteries and Religious houses founded, 
10, 15, 49, 50, 77. Peterborough Abbey 
founded, 49. Stone Priory, 50. Ely, 
73. Trentham, Hambury and Wedon, 
86. Evesham, 87. St. Albans, 10. 

Moses and busche flammynge depaynted 
on arras, 60: also receiving the two 
tables on Mount Synaye, 60. 

Music invented by Tuball and Tubalcain, 
59. 

Mylburge, virgin, cousin to Werburge, 
11. 

Myldred, virgin, cousin to Werburge, 11. 

Mylgyde, virgin, cousin to Werburge, 11. 

Nicholas, St. in arras, 62. 

Noah, comforted by a dove, 41: and his 
shyppe depaynted on arras, 59. 

Norfolk, subject to Offa, 7. 

Northumberland, 7th Kingdom of Hep- 
tarchy under Ida and Alle, previously 
two kingdoms, chief city York, 7. 
Account of its princes, 12. 

Norton Abbey, founded by William, Con- 
stable of Chester, in memory of his mi- 
raculous passage dryshod from Hilbree 
Island to Wales, 189. 

Oak at Hoo, 104 : preserves St. Werburge, 
a test of perfyte lyfe, 104. 

Oblacionsrequired for restoration to health, 
121, 124. 

Offa, first King of East Anglia. Norfolk 
and Suffolk, 7: subdued the West 
Saxons, Northumberland and Kent, 9: 
drove the Britons into Wales and made 
the Dyke, named after him, to restrain 
them, 10: removed the See of Can- 
terbury to Lichfield, 10, 153, founded 
St. Alban’s monastery, 10, 153: gave 
Peter's Pence to Rome, 10, 153: visits 


Rome, 90: expels Brutes and Welsh- 
men out of Chester, 152: gains 17 
battles against the Pagans, 153: al- 
liance with Charlemagne, 153: first 
took the whole monarchy, 153 : reigned 
39 years, 153. 

Offryde, son of Edwyn, King of Nor- 
thumberland, 12, 74: slain in battle, 
12: husband of St. Audry? 74: Offryde 
is probably a mistake for Egfryde. 

Ossava, wife of Ermenred of Kent, 15. 

Ostryde, daughter of Oswy King of Nor- 
thumberland, wife of Ethelred, King of 
Mercia. 87: murdered 87: by the 
people of the north parte, or, by her 
own people, that is, by the nobility of 

Mercia, A.D. 697, vide Bede B. v. ch. 

42. 

Oswald, King of Northumberland, martyr, 
16: subdued by Penda, 16: and slain, 
18  Oratorie at Chester, i. e. south 
transept of the cathedral, dedicated to 
him by Elflede, daughter of Alfred, 
157: she translates his body from Bar- 
denay to Gloucester, and builds over it 
a church dedicated to St. Peter, 158. 
She founded the priory of St. Oswald, 
introducing into it secular priests ; it was 
accounted a free chapel royal, exempt 
from the jurisdiction of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury or Bishop of Worcester. 

Oswolde, Saint, 72: brother of Ebba 
Abbess of Canwood, 72. 

Oswy, King of Northumberland, 17, 87 : 
invaded by Penda, 18: offers him pre- 
sents to avoid war, 18: defeats Penda 
who is slain, 19, 33 : offers his daughter 
Edelfled **to god omnypotent," 19: 
sends her for instruction to St. Hylda 
at Whitby, and gives 12 possessions to 
build a monastery there, 19: rebelled 
against by the Mercians, 19. 

Pagans, viz. Danes, Goths, Norwegians, 
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Scots, Picts, Vandals, 140, 141: in- 
vade England in 851, with 300 shippes, 
140: again in 866, 141. 

Passyonary. A boke wherein her holy 
lyfe wryten is, whiche boke remayneth 
in Chester monastery,26: The third 
Passionary, 120, 197. 

Peada, son of Penda, 11, 17: introduced 
baptism into Mercia, 17: married El- 
flede, daughter of Oswy, King of Nor- 
thumberland, 17: brought four priests, 
Ced, Beccy, Adda and Duyna to preach 
in Mercia, 18: reigned three years, 19 : 
murdered by his Queen Elflede, 19. 

Peers, elect a King, or Regent, 85. 

Penda, King of Mercia, 8: enlarged it, 8, 
17: subdued five kings, 11, 16: Edwyn 
and Oswald of Northumberland, Syge- 
bert, Egnicius and Anna of East Eng- 
land, 16: married Keneswith, 11, 17: 
was grandfather to Werburge, 11: 
history, 16: begun to reign, A.D. 626 
aged 50, 16: tenth in descent from 
Woden, 16: reigned 30 years, 11, 16: 
permitted introduction of baptism, 17, 
18: and the preaching of Christianity, 
18: invades Oswy King of Northum- 
berland, 18: slays St. Oswalde, 18: 
and Anna, 75: slain in battle near York 
with 30 dukes, 19, 33. 

Peter, Bishop of Lichfield, consecrated 
1067, removed his See to Chester, 
1075, 181: died 1086: buried at 
Chester. 

Peterborough Abbey. Saints Keneburge 
and  Keneswyde buried there, 11: 
founded by Wulfer, in satisfaction for 
the death of his sons Wulfade and 
Ruffyn, 49. 

Peter's Pence first paid to Rome by Offa, 
10, 153. 

Polycronycon, 5, 7, 128, 148, 179, by 
Ralph Higden, 128. This is an early 


chronicle consisting of seven books, com- 
prising a history from the creation to 
the year 1357. The six first books were 
compiled by Ralph Higden, with great 
judgement, and are more relied upon 
as an authority than most works treat- 
ing of times so long anterior to those 
of the author. The seventh book is 
entirely original and may be consulted 
with safety. The folio edition of 1642 
is generally considered the best. 

Portents of Danish Invasion, 138. 

Profession of St. Werburge, 65. 

Proverbs. Please God and love him and 
doubt ye nothing, 96. Man proposeth 
and God disposeth, 119. Good maners 
and conynge maken a man, 134. 

Purgatory, Werburge exempt from, 115. 

Quadriburge, daughter of Cryda, 11. Wife 
of Edwyn, King of Northumberland, 
ancestress to Werburge, 12. 

Ranulphus or Radulphus Higden, author 
of the Polychronicon, 128, 148. He 
was an early and faithfnl chronicler, he 
died in 1363. 

Redwald, of East England, a chrysten 
prince, 13. 

Regeneration by Baptism, 42. 

Reliques of St. Werburge, 143, 146: 
efficacious, 121. 

Repton monastery under the rule of St. 
Werburge, 122: attacked by the Danes, 
141, 142. Burdred, King of Mercia 
residing there, 141. 

Richard a Monk of Bec in Normandy, 
first Abbot of St. Werburghe Abbey, 
183. 


Richard, 2d Earl of Chester, 137. Son 
of Hugh Lupus, 185, 187, 190 : mira- 
culously preserved from Welshmen, 
137. 187: drowned, 137: pilgrimage 
to St. Winifrede, 187: waylaid by the 
Welsh, 188: resscued by his constable 
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William and brought safe to Chester, 
189 : married Matilda, niece of Henry I. 
190: succeeds to the earldom at seven 
years of age, 190: benefactor to religious 
establishments, 190: perverted by his 
wife, asks for the manor of Salton from 
St. Werburge's Abbey, 191 : enraged at 
the Abbot's refusal, meditates the des- 
truction of the Abbey, 192.  Ship- 
wrecked and drowned off Barfleur for 
evil intentions against the Abbey, 193, 
203. His death announced to the 
Sacristan by a vision of St. Werburge, 
193: and by a woman to the Abbot 
and convent by command of St. Wer- 
burge, 193. 

Ricula of Kent, sister to Ethelbryct, first 
Christian king, married to Fledde, King 
of Essex and Middlesex, 14. 

Roboas, wrought in arras, 61. 

Roman History, or Lays of Rome sung by 
minstrels, 63. 

Roses, emblems of spiritual victories, 62. 

Ruffyn, brother of Werburge, 12, 26, 35, 
37: reproves Werbode for seeking 
Werburge in marriage, 38: hunts a 
hart to St. Cead's Well, 42 : converted 
by St. Cead, 42: baptized 42: be- 
trayed and slandered by Werbode, 44, 
45: slain, as a convert to Christianity 
by his father Wulfer, 46. 

Runcorn, built by Elflede, daughter of 
Alfred, 158. 

Sabryne, Sabrina, Severn River, 7. 

St. John, v. Churches. 

St. Peter and St. Paul, v. Churches. 

Saints represented in arras, 61, 62. 

Salisbury, a principal city of the West 
Saxons, 6. 

Sampson subduing his enemies, in arras, 
62. 

Saul, worked in arras, 61. 

Saxons, infect all Britain with apostacy, 
151. Their first realm was Kent, A.D. 


455, 6: their second, Sussex, 6: their 
third, Wessex, 6: their fourth, Essex, 
6: their fifth, East Anglia, 7: their 
sixth, Mercia, 7; their seventh, Nor- 
thumberland, 7. 

Schoolmaster, miraculously punished with 
lameness, for maltreating his scholars, 
and healed at the tomb of St. Erme- 
nylde at Ely, 84. 

Sciences. The seven, 134. There were 
formerly supposed to be seven liberal 
sciences. Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric, 
Arithmetic, Geometry, Astronomy, Mu- 
sic. 

Sea, Red, passage of, worked in arras, 60. 

Secular priests expelled from monasteries, 
177: from Chester monastery, 183, 
185. 

Sees removed from boroughs to the chief 
town of the Diocese, 181. 

Sequens, 197, et seq. see Glossary. 

Sexburge, daughter of Anna, King of 
East England, 13, 69, 74. Wife of 
Ercombert, King of Kent, 12, 13, 15, 
22, 23, 76: grandmother of St. Wer- 
burge, 12, 13, 74: character, 75, 77: 
history of, 74: sister of St. Audry, 74, 
instructs her husband, 77: destroys 
idols, 77 : founds monasteries, 77 : re- 
tires to Shepay monastery, 78: built 
by her, 78 : elected Abbess, 78: warned 
by an angel, resigns, 78: removes to 
Ely, 78: succeeds Audry as Abbess, 79, 
80. 

Sexwulfus or Saxulf, Bp. of Lichfield, 
676, 93. 

Shepay monastery, built by Sexburge, 
78. 

Shorpthursday, Maundy Thursday, in 
passion week, III. This day was also 
called Shere Thursday because ** people 
would that day shere their hedes." 
Shorp may therefore perhaps be a mis- 
print of Shorn. 
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Shrewsbury, 7: repaired by Elflede, 
daughter of Alfred, 518. 

Shrine of St. Werburge, 143: brought 
to Chester, 143 A.D. 875, 153: cere- 
mony of its reception, 144: placed in 
the mother church of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, 153. Cures performed at it, 
154. Offerings made there, 154: vi- 
sited by King Edgar, 179: brought 
upon the walls to defeat besiegers, 160 : 
strikesthem withblindness, 160: brought 
to the north gate to defeat the Danes 
and Scots, 163: smites with madness 
and death a soldier who struck it with 
a stone, 163. Extinguishes a great 
fire at Chester, 196. 

Simon, monk of Chester, 185: high cha- 
racter, 185 : oppressed by his brethren, 
taught patience by a vision of St. Wer- 
burge, 185. 

Skelton, poet laureate, 209. 

Solomon, pourtrayed in arras, 61. 

Southsex, Kingdom of, the second of the 
Heptarchy, established by Adla and 
Ella, 6: endured but short time, 6. 

Stafford repaired by Elflede, daughter of 
Alfred, 158. 

Star, a streming sterre anda dove appeared 
at Chester to put out a great fire, 196. 

Stations, appointed places or chapels to 
pray at, 90, 92. 

Stephen, St. performed miracles when 
alive, but raised no dead, till after the 
resolving of his blessed body, 130 : in- 
ferior to St. Werburge, 130. 

Stone in Staffordshire, sometime residence 
of Wulfer King of Mercia, and pro- 
bable birth-place of Werburge, 26. 
Priory founded by Wulfer in honour 
of his murdered sons, Wulfade and 
Ruffyn, 50. A mercate towne which 
having the beginning in the Saxons’ 
time, tooke that of the stones that our 
ancestors after a solemn sort had cast 


on a heape to notifie the place where 
Wolphar that heathenish King of the 
Mercians most cruelly slew his two 
sonnes Wulfald and Ruffin, because 
they had taken upon them the pro- 
fession of Christianity in which place 
when Posterity in memorial of them 
had consecrated a little church, straight 
wayes there came and grew up atowne, 
which of those stones had the name of 
Stone given unto it. Camden. 

Stow, 103. Stowe-nine-churches, near 
Bugbrook in the deanery of Daventry, 
Northamptonshire; the name is account- 
ed for by the supposition of its having 
had so many churches belonging to it. 

Strenyshalt, original name of Whitby, 19. 

Suffolk, subject to Offa, 7. 

Sussex, second kingdom of the Heptarchy, 
endured but short time, 6. 

Sygebert, of East England, subdued by 
Penda, 17. 

Tamysmouth, or, Mouth of the Thames, 
Danish invasion there, A.D. 851, 139, 
140. 

Tenures, statement of various tenures by 
which land was held under the Abbey 
of St. Werburge, 200. 

Tapestry, or Arras, pictures upon, de- 
scribed, 59, & seq. 

Thames River. South of Mercia, 8. 

Theodorus, Archbishop, 21, 78: recom- 
mends Cedda to Bishopric of Lichfield, 
21. 

Thomwort, repaired by Elflede daughter 
of Alfred, 158. 

Thursday before Easter called Shorpthurs- 
day, 111. 

Tombert of East England, 70: marries 
Audry, 71: gives Ely as dower, 71. 
Translation of body of St. Werburge, 11, 

124: ceremony of, 125. 

Trentam monastery, 86, 108, 114: built 

and endowed by Werburge, 86: under 
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her rule, 122: she dies there, 108, 123: 
destroyed by the Danes, 142. It was 
of the order of St. Augustin and dedi- 
cated to St. Mary and All Saints. The 
convent watch the body of St. Wer- 
burge, and close fast their doors to 
prevent it being carried as she had de- 
sired to Hambury: they are struck 
with deep sleep while those of Ham- 
bury carry away the body, 118, 119. 

Tubal and Tubalcain, inventors of Music, 
pourtrayed on arras, 59. 

Tynmouth Abbey destroyed by the Danes, 
139. 

Tytylus, King of East England, 13: an- 
cestor to Werburge, 13. 

Ulminus, canon of Chester, miraculously 
cured of a broken leg by St. Werburge, 
173. 

Unction, extreme, administered to Wer- 
burge, 113. 

Upton, a parke, a prebend of Chester, 
171: horses miraculously prevented 
from destroying crops there, 172. Up- 
ton is a township in that part of St. 
Mary on the Hill, Chester, which is in 
the lower division of the hundred of 
Broxton, and is about two miles from 
that city. 

Vanity, exhortation against, 67. 

Vecta, see Isle of Wight, subdued by 
Wulfer, 20. 

Vincent, St., in arras, 61. 

Virgin Mary, in arras, 61: floure of fe- 
mynyte, 61: chief president of virgins, 
62. 

Virgins represented in arras, crowned 
with lilies, 62 : or roses, for their great 
victory, 62. 

Vita patrum, read by Werburge, 96. 

Vortiger invites Hengist to assist him in 
his defence, 6. 

Wales, Britons driven thither, A. D. 689, 


6: divided from England by Offa’s 
Dyke, 10. 

Warwick, repaired by Elflede, daughter of 
Alfred. 158. 

Warwick, Guy, Earl of, kills Colbrond the 
giant, 176. 

Wedon, the King's mansion in Northamp- 
tonshire, 97 : converted into a nunnery 
by Werburge, 86 : under the authority 
of Werburge, 122 : her chief residence, 
123: injured by flights of wild geese, 
which are therefore miraculously pound- 
ed there, 97: protected from their fu- 
ture depredations, 99, 100: many mi- 
racles there, 123, 159: destroyed by 
the Danes, 142. 

Weest party of Mercia, i. e. Cheshire, 9. 

Westmarches oppressed by the Danes, 
142. 

Wenedocie, name of Caerleon, Bishopric 
of all South Wales, 147. 

Wenefrede, St., in arras, 62. 

Wenlecence founded by Leofric Earl of 
Chester, 180. 

Werbode, 32, 33: chief steward of Wul- 
fer, 33: beguiles Wulfer, 33: sues him 
for Werburge, 34: severely reproved 
by Ermenylde, 35 : by Werburge, 37: 
by Wulfade and Ruffyn, 38, 39: plots 
against them and betrays their conver- 
sion to Christianity, 43, 44: and pro- 
cures their death, 46: tormented by 
remorse his armes and handes he did 
horribly tere; till his filthy soul com- 
pelled sore was for to expire, 46. 

Werburge, account of, 4 : called, but rather 
incorrectly, Prioress of Chester Abbey, 
4; protectress of city and Abby of Ches- 
ter, 4: shrine of, at Chester, 4: parentage, 
7, 26: genealogy, 10: descended from 
four kings, 10, 135 : her body translated 
to a shrine, 11: Mercian descent, 10: 
Northumbrian descent, 12: East An- 
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glian descent 12: Kentish descent, 14: 

born probably near Stone in Stafford- 
shire, 26: character in youth, 26, 135: 

piety and devotions, 28, 99: attendance 
on the daily service, 28: sought in mar- 
riage, 29: description, 29, 30: sued by 
Prince of West Saxons, 30: refuses 
him, declaring her preference for a re- 
cluse life, 32: by Werbode, 34: reli- 
gious character, 50; desires permission 
from her father to become a recluse at 
Ely, 51, 55,: declines marriage, 32, 
51, 54: proceeds in great state to Ely, 
56: reception there, 57: full account 
of the solemn festival upon her ghostly 
spousage," 58: profession at Ely, 65, 
73, 122 : miraculous powers, 68, 135 : 
professes after St. Benettes rule, 73: 
miraculous testimonies of her piety, 85 : 
made president of all monasteries in 
the realm, 85, 93, 135: builds and 
endows Trentam and Hambury monas- 
teries, 86: converts Wedon Manor into 
a nunnery, 86: consecrated Abbess, 
93: quits Ely, 93: description of her 
government, 93: never wore linnen, 
94: daily devotions, 95: abstinence, 
95: miracles, 96, 97, 105, 130: im- 
pounds wild geese, 97: restores to life 
one already roasted and eaten, 100: 
punishes her bailiff for maltreating a 
servant, but finally recovers him, 101, 
102: hangs her veil on a sunbeam to 
preserve herself from offered violence, 
103: saves herself in an oak tree, 104 : 
cures all manner of diseases, 105 : gifted 
with prophecy, 106: foreknows her 
death, 106 : and place of burial, 107 : 
orders all her monasteries, 107 : directs 
her body to be buried at Hambury, 108 : 
prays for miraculous powers after death, 
113: dies at Trentham, 108: 3 Feb., 
A. D. 700, 115, 118: exhorts her sis- 
terhood, 109, 111: last sacrament and 


prayer, 110: extreme unction, 113: 
transported by angels to heaven, 115: 
exempt from purgatory, 115: sweet 
odours arise from her body, 116, 125, 
126: funeral ceremonies, 116, 118: 
lamentations over, 117 : body removed 
from Trentham to Hambury during mi- 
raculous sleep of the watchers, 119: 
buried in chancel of Hambury, 120, 
138, 142: miracles performed at her 
tomb, 190, 194, 127, 159: resided 
chiefly at Wedon, 123: deemed a medi- 
atrix, 123, 131: her body kept hole and 
sound, 123, 125, 131: for 200 years, 
142: translated, 128: i. e. removed 
from her grave to a shrine, 22nd July, 
708, nine years after burial, 11, 124, 
125, 126, 136: enshrined, 127: tomb 
at Hambury, 127: her body, 200 years 
after her death, voluntarily resolved itself 
to dust to save it from pollution by the 
Danes, 129, 142: remission of sin to all 
for whom she maketh intercession, 130, 
145: shrine brought to Chester, 131, 
143, 146, A.D. 875, 147 : saves Chester 
from enemies, 137 : fire, 137: plague, 
137 : invoked ** this warke to amende," 
138: her body magnified with miracles 
next our Ladie, 143: received at Ches- 
ter in great pomp and song of welcome, 
144: Chester Minster founded in her 
honour, 155, 156, 183 : her shrine placed 
in the church then called St. Peter and 
St. Paul, 153: great offerings made 
there, 145 : secular canons, prebends, 
&c. established therein, 156: cures a 
woman thrice of lameness, 161 : a lady 
of barrenness, 164: a woman of in- 
sanity, 165 : another of blindness, 167 : 
cures six halt blind and lame and 
many others, 168: restores twice to 
life a man hanged unjustly, 170: pre- 
serves corn and fruit from wild horses, 
171: cures a broken leg, 173: appears 
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to an oppressed monk named Simon to 
preach patience, 186 : parts the Dee, for 
the army to pass through, 189 : appears 
at the monastery of Chester to announce 
the shipwreck of Richard Earl of Ches- 
ter, 193: her shrine quenches fire at 
Chester, 196: her miracles recapitu- 
lated, 199, &c.: next in honour to 
* our Saviour and his mother Marie," 
199: prayer or hymn, 205. 

Werburge, some of the eulogistic titles 
ascribed to her. Spouse of our Lord 
Jhesu, 4: blessed saint, 4: noble prin- 
cess, 4, 10: virgin pure and glorious, 
4, 7, 10: holy monyall, 4. Abbess 
gracious, 4. Prioress of Chester, 4. 
Protectress of the city and monastery, 
4: daughter of Sion, 10. Flower of 
virtue, 10: sweet flower of chastity, 12 : 
noble margarite, 16: rose of paradise, 
16: gemme of holynes, 16: star of our 
clearness. 16. 

Werburge, St., Abbey reorganised A. D. 
1093, by Anselm, Abbot of Bec, at the 
request of Hugh Lupus, secular priests 
and canons displaced, religious monks 
substituted, and Richard, a monk of Bec 
in Normandy, ordained first Abbot, 183, 
185. This foundation confirmed by 
William Rufus, who also endowed it 
with many privileges, making it as free 
as the Earl was in his castle," 184: 
presented by Hugh Lupus with many 
** rlall rich enormentes :"' and“ a libra- 
rie of bokes, some remayne within the 
sayd monastery to this day certayne, 
184: enfranchised 101 years before the 
city, 185. 

Westmariland, or Westmoreland, so called 
from Marius, 148: who took it from 
Reodric the King, 148. 

West Saxons, third kingdom of heptarchy, 
first King, Cerdicus, A. D. 521, 6: 
chief cities, Winchester and Salisbury, 


6: Prince of, sues in vain the hand ot 
Werburge, 31. 

Whitby Abbey, founded by St. Hylda, 
12: originally called Strenyshalt, 19 : 
endowed by Oswy, King of Northum- 
berland, with twelve possessions to build 
a monastery, 19. 

William the Conqueror, fought the battle 
of Hastings, 13 Oct., 1066, 181: 
crowned in London, 181; causes of his 
invasion, 181. 

William Rufus, 182 : confirms foundation 
of St. Werburge's Abbey, 184: and 
endows it with many privileges, 184. 

William, son of Nigell, constable of Ches- 
ter goes to rescue Earl Richard from the 
Welch, 188: marches his troops dry- 
shod through the Dee, 189 : gives the 
village of Newton to St. Werburge's 
Monastery, 189: and founds Norton 
Abbey as a memorial of the miracle, 
189. 

William of Malmsbury, 5, 81, 88, 100, 
179. 

Winchester, a principal city of the West 
Saxons, 6. 

Wirall, oppressed by inroads, 171: mira- 
culously preserved, 172. 

Withburge of East Englande, great aunt 
to Werburge, 13, 69. 

Woden, common progenitor of many 
kings, 14, 16: Fifteenth from Noah, 
through Shem, 14. 

Worcester, Bishopric, 21. 

Wulfade, brother of Werburge, 12, 26, 35, 
37: martyr, 26: delighted in hunting, 
40: converted by St. Cead, 41, 42: 
baptized, 42: reprimands Werbode for 
seeking Werburge in marriage, 38: 
betrayed and slandered by Werbode, 
44, 45: slain by his father, Wulfer, as 
a convert to Christianity, 46. 

Wulfer, father of St. Werburge, King 
of Mercia, 7: son of Penda, 11 17: 


dd 
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married Ermenylde, princess of Kent, 
11, 16, 17, 22, 24: marriage solem- 
nity, 24 : his family, 11, 12 : secreted for 
safety by the Mercians, 19: crowned 
King, 19, 20: baptised by Bishops Fi- 
nanus and Jerumannus, 20, 33: destroys 
ilols, 20, 25, 33: introduces chris- 
tianity, 20: character, 20, 21, 22, 24, 
25: conquers Kenwalrus, King of West 
Saxons at Ashdum, 20: subdues the 
Isle of Wyght, 20: gives it to King 
of East England on condition of bap- 
tism, 20. Godfather to him, 21 : founded 
Lyndesy near Lincoln for fifty monks, 
21: professes attachment to christianity, 
25, 33: unites Mercia and Kent, 25: 
resided sometime at Stone, 26: for a 
time apostasized, 33: slays his sons 
Wulfade and Ruffyn as converts to 
Christianity, 46: laments his apostacy 
and cruelty, 47 : by advice of his Queen 
Ermenylde seeks St. Cead, 48: pre- 
vented by glorious light from seeing the 
mass, 48: penance and conversion 49: 
destroys idols, founded monasteries, 49 : 


founds Peterborow Abbey, 49. Stone 


Priory, 50: urges Werburge to marry, 
51: but accedes to her wish to become a 
recluse at Ely, 55. Summons his nobles 
and lords to conduct her in state to Ely, 
56. Procession and reception, 56, 57 : 
made a royal feast as custome is of 
maryage" at her ghostly marriage," 
58: full description of the feast, com- 
pany, ceremony, decorations, 58, &.: 
dies 79: buried at Lichfield, 79. 

Wybba, King of Mercia, ancestor to Wer- 
burge, 11, 16. 

Wyght, Isle of, or Vecta subdued by 
Wulfer, 20: given to King of East 
England, 20: oppressed by the Danes, 
142. 

Wylfryde, Archbishop of York, 91: pro- 
fesses St. Audry at Canwood, 72: her 
confessor, 73: deprived 73: removes 
to Ely, 73 : assists in edifying St. John's 
Church, Chester, 86. 

Wynwed, river near York, Battle at, 18. 
Penda and 30 dukes slain, 19. 

York, chief city of Northumberland, 7. 
Battle near, between Penda and Oswy, 
18: made an Archbishop's See, 150. 
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